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SCHEDULE FOR OUR ANNUAL PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 
 

 Weekly bulletin inserts with articles about stewardship and 
stories of how God is changing lives at St. Peter 

 Saturday, October 6, Graveyard  Clean up part 2, 9 am – 
11:30 am, Short Communion service at 11:30 am 

 Sunday November 4, Guest Stewardship preacher, Mike 
Redpath, at 8 am and 10 am. 

 Week of November 4 — members receive letter from 
stewardship committee with Pledge Card 

 Saturday, November 17, Prayer Vigil at 5 pm 
 Sunday, November 18, Pledge Sunday – ingathering and 

blessing of pledges at 8 am and 10 am. 
 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
 
Dorothy Grandjean-Smith 
Elaine Leiter 
Freddie Paiva 
Meyer Pincelli 
Barbara Stack 
Rev. Anne-Marie Jeffery 

  

 

Our Fall Pledge Campaign Theme 
 

Lives are being changed at St. Peter’s 

The St. Peter’s Stewardship 

Newsletter for September 30 
As we approach our Annual Pledge Sunday on Nov. 18, 
each week we will have a stewardship newsletter with a story 
related to the theme of our fall pledge campaign and a reflec-
tion on stewardship. In the spring, these newsletters will 
continue as we work towards a year round approach for 
stewardship.  

PETER’S PANTRY 

Lives are being changed at St. Peter’s where we try to live as a community 
of Christ. This is why we give of our treasure to support this community. 
One of the places lives are being changed at St. Peter’s is at Peter’s Pan-
try. While many of our volunteers at Peter’s Pantry are St. Peter’s parish-
ioners, we have many who are not. 

One of these is Dian who met Rev. Anne-Marie on a sailboat and asked 
about volunteer opportunities since she was about to retire.  When she 
was ready, she came to St. Peter’s one Thursday morning just to get some 
information about the pantry and Rev. Anne-Marie said.  “It is going on 
right now.  Follow me.”  Then Rev. Anne-Marie said, “Here is Ernie. He 
will train you.” Dian had been looking for a volunteer opportunity that 
involved cooking (like a soup kitchen), but found she couldn’t leave. She 
says, “I have friends here, but it is more than friendship. This is a com-
munity and I don’t have anything else like this in my life.”  She also said 
that she is not religious, but coming to Peter’s Pantry provides a spiritual 
component in her life from the prayer said with the volunteers before 
pantry to the aspect of helping those in need. Dian does a lot for our 
pantry.  She is there when the pantry is open twice a week, comes early to 
start setting up and does the food/produce pick-up on the third Wednes-
day and Thursday of every month. She is likes that no one holds it 
against her that she doesn’t go to our parish. Being part of our pantry 
makes a big difference in her life.  

As we approach Pledge Sunday November 18, 2018, please pray about 
what you will give for 2019 to St. Peter’s where lives are being changed in 
so many ways.  Come join in. 
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But I Can’t Afford To 

You shall not delay to make offerings from the fullness of your har-
vest and from the outflow of your presses. Exodus 22:29   
 
One of the common responses to discussions about tithing, or 
even just giving in the church, flies in contradiction to the reality 
of God’s abundant supply: “I would love to, but I can’t afford to 
because …(plug in a reason here).” How, then, can one say “I be-
lieve” if at a very fundamental level their behavior says “I’m not 
sure?”    
 
God proclaims, and demonstrates continually, that he will provide 
abundantly for our needs. The only catch is that we cannot claim 
our abundance in Christ if we do not believe in it. That’s not a law 
from God. It’s just common sense. How can a person claim some-
thing they don’t believe exists?   
 
We proclaim our belief in God’s gracious abundance by giving 
back generously from the first of what we receive. Waiting until 
there is extra from which we can “afford” to give often results in 
that extra never coming. Our waiting is tantamount to doubting 
that we will ever see the abundance. And that brings us back to not 
being able to claim something that we don’t believe exists.   
 
The solution is to follow the Biblical principal of tithing, giving 10 
percent, from our first fruits. That is a statement of belief that God 
would not call on us to tithe unless he intended to provide for all 
of our needs in addition to our tithe. It is important to remember, 
also, that it is we who need to give, not God who needs our tithes. 
The creator of all existence can create whatever he needs.  
 
It can be helpful in overcoming our doubt to adopt a commitment 
to proportional giving that increases yearly over the course of a few 
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years. Rather than deciding upon an amount that you think you 
can afford to give, you, instead, determine what percentage of your 
income you are giving currently. Then you commit to increasing 
that percentage each year.  
 
I know many people who have taken this approach. None have 
missed the amount by which they have increased their giving. In-
deed, they all feel that they have been richly blessed as a result of it. 
God does not reward us for our increased giving, but in God’s 
economy we align ourselves better with God’s abundance when we 
give freely  

written by Mike Redpath 


