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SCHEDULE FOR OUR ANNUAL PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 
 

 Weekly bulletin inserts with articles about stewardship and 
stories of how God is changing lives at St. Peter 

 Saturday, October 6, Graveyard  Clean up part 2, 9 am – 
11:30 am, Short Communion service at 11:30  am 

 Sunday November 4, Guest Stewardship preacher, Mike 
Redpath, at 8 am and 10 am. 

 Week of November 4—members receive letter from 
stewardship committee with Pledge Card 

 Saturday, November 17, Prayer Vigil at 5 pm 
 Sunday, November 18, Pledge Sunday – ingathering and 

blessing of pledges at 8 am and 10 am. 
 

  

 

Our Fall Pledge Campaign Theme 
 

Lives are being changed at St. Peter’s 

The St. Peter’s Stewardship 

Newsletter for September 23 
As we approach our Annual Pledge Sunday on Novem-

ber 18, each week we will have a stewardship newslet-

ter with a story related to the theme of our fall pledge 

campaign and a reflection on stewardship. In the 

spring, these newsletters will continue as we work to-

wards a year round approach for stewardship.  

MOTHER’S GUILD GIFT AUCTIONS 

Lives are being changed at St. Peter’s where we try to live as a community 
of Christ. This is why we give of our treasure to support this community.  

One of the places lives are being changed at St. Peter’s is at the gift auc-
tions that the Mother’s Guild holds once a month. The people that come 
to the gift auctions not only come to win prizes, but also donate prizes 
they won at other auctions to us. They ask for nothing more than a 
thank you, but we give them a few extra tickets. They tell us about the 
sorrows and joys in their lives, share birthday cake with us and show pic-
tures of their children and grandchildren that they are proud of. They 
share a part of their life and their heart to us at St. Peter’s because they 
feel comfortable, safe and loved here. They love the auctions at St. Peter’s 
not only because of the prizes but because of the friendships they have 
built not only with the members, but with the other patrons. They follow 
us on Facebook, give us food for the pantry ,and even donate to the Go-
FundMe page for Peter’s Pantry. We give them an ear to listen a shoulder 
to cry on and they show their appreciation of us by supporting the 
church in any way they can. 

As we approach Pledge Sunday November 18, 2018, please pray about 
what you will give for 2019 to St. Peter’s where lives are being changed in 
so many ways.  Come join in. 
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Wisdom of the Fortune Cookie 

The fortune cookie said: “If you continually give, you will continu-
ally have.” 

Most Christians pretty much rely on Scripture for guidance, but 
occasionally inspiration will strike suddenly from elsewhere. Get-
ting the fortune “If you continually give, you will continually have” 
in the midst of our annual pledge effort really took me up short. I 
don’t expect such fundamentals of our beliefs about stewardship to 
surface following a serving of pork lo mein.  

“If you continually give, you will continually have.” That sounds 
like a self-contradictory statement, but it strikes at the heart of our 
beliefs about stewardship. It is a truth Jesus reinforces by word and 
deed throughout his life. In God’s economy, those who give have 
all that they need. That’s the way that God’s economy works. What 
God provides us, he expects us to share with others.   

This giving is not just a money thing either. Too often we equate 
stewardship with money, because that is what we hold on to tight-
est. But, stewardship and giving is intended to permeate every as-
pect of our lives in God’s economy. It becomes so much easier to 
loosen our grip on our possessions when giving is a basic part of 
who we are.  

In an adult education session, the group I was leading paged 
through a typical, benign, consumer magazine and looked at the 
messages that tried to grab us on every page. It actually was comi-
cal. Page after page, advertising messages sought to convince us 
that we are lacking in many aspects of our lives and if we just pur-
chase the right possessions or use the right products, we will be 
better people. The clever, engaging, entrapping, messages are what 
it takes for manufacturers to get their products noticed and pur-
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chased in a very competitive marketplace.   

The side-effect of all of these sales messages is that we sub-
consciously come to be convinced that we have perpetually unmet 
needs. We continually fall short. We experience a continuous scar-
city of whatever it is that we need in order to be fulfilled, happy, 
human beings. We must consume and consume and consume if 
ever we can even approach satisfaction.  

God offers something quite different. His economy is one of abun-
dance. The only appropriate thing to do with abundance is to give 
from it. We can only come to enjoy our abundance when we recog-
nize it as such and give from it without reservation. . “If you con-
tinually give, you will continually have.” 

(by the way, the lucky numbers on the fortune cookie fortune were 

16, 17, 23, 24, 28, and 36 and the Chinese word for telephone is 

Dian-hua)        

written by Mike Redpath 


