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SCHEDULE FOR OUR ANNUAL PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 
 

 Weekly bulletin inserts with articles about stewardship and 
stories of how God is changing lives at St. Peter’s. 

 Sunday November 4, Guest Stewardship preacher, Mike 
Redpath, at 8 am and 10 am. 

 Week of November 4 — members receive letter from 
stewardship committee with Pledge Card 

 Saturday, November 17, Prayer Vigil at 5 pm 
 Sunday, November 18, Pledge Sunday – ingathering and 

blessing of pledges at 8 am and 10 am. 
 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
 
Dorothy Grandjean-Smith 
Elaine Leiter 
Freddie Paiva 
Meyer Pincelli 
Barbara Stack 
Rev. Anne-Marie Jeffery 
 

 

  

 

Our Fall Pledge Campaign Theme 
 

Lives are being changed at St. Peter’s. Come join in. 

The St. Peter’s Stewardship 

Newsletter for October 28 
As we approach our Annual Pledge Sunday on Nov. 18, 
each week we will have a stewardship newsletter with a story 
related to the theme of our fall pledge campaign and a reflec-
tion on stewardship. In the spring, these newsletters will 
continue as we work towards a year round approach for 
stewardship.  

CHANGED LIVES! 

A little different this week. Instead of a story about how lives are being 
changed at St. Peter’s, here are your rector’s thoughts about our theme 
for this year’s annual pledge campaign – Lives are being changed at St. 
Peter’s. Come join in.  

One of the major reasons I became a priest was because I was in awe of 
how God changes people’s lives.  I felt it in mine and I saw it in others 
around me at my sending parish at Ascension in Gaithersburg, MD. I 
wanted to be a part of this amazing work that Jesus does among us and 
yet as I began to serve as an ordained person in the church, I saw how 
easy it was to lose that focus on changing lives and get caught up in mak-
ing the church go – fundraising, taking care of the buildings and grounds 
and the administration needed to make church happen.  There is noth-
ing wrong with all those things if we are connected to the purpose of 
those things which is to change lives – to raise up disciples of Jesus, but 
they can easily become the be all and end all.   

When Rob Droste, our Canon for Congregational Development and 
Mission, first came to our diocese, he gave a talk at one of our Convoca-
tion meetings (where the churches in our region gather twice a year) that 
has stayed with me.  He said that we are not the Elks Club – a fine or-
ganization that seeks to do good work. We do good work as well, but we 
are disciples of Jesus Christ whose main purpose is to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and to encourage and raise up other disciples.  We 
go past doing good work. Another way to say it is that we strive to be part 
of changing lives through Jesus Christ understanding that we don’t do 
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Playing Big With God 

The images on the television screen were both inspiring and challenging. 
Mario Gomez stepped out of the capsule that had brought him to the 
surface after 69 days of captivity in the Chilean mine.  He embraced his 
wife. Then he fell to his knees in prayer, spiritually embracing God, who 
had been with him throughout the ordeal. Earlier, as another miner ex-
ited the rescue capsule, he crossed himself and raised a hand in acknowl-
edgment to Jesus, his Savior.  

Inspiring and challenging. While each miner was a story in his own right, 
there was a larger story of an enormous effort by people throughout the 
world bringing their best thinking, their best technology, and their 
prayers to a never-before-accomplished rescue feat. And, at the very cen-
ter was God. Inspiring… that such a diverse group of people, including 
some of our NASA scientists, would tackle such an undertaking for 33 
people who they did not know. Inspiring… because Mario reminded us 
that in the midst of this seemingly impossible, overwhelmingly complex 
task, God was there.  

Challenging… in that I question whether I can bring the same spirit to 
the demands of my everyday life. Challenging… in that I doubt that I 

the work of changing lives.  That’s God’s work.  However, we can come 
alongside and help especially if we listen well. I have been seeing it hap-
pen at St. Peter’s through folk who have come to our seasonal offerings 
in Advent, Epiphany and Lent, in our Bible studies, at the Tres Dias re-
treats which many of our parishioners have attended, in serving at the 
Food Pantry or at the Mother’s Guild Gift Auctions. I know that all the 
ways to lead in our weekly worship also changes lives.  This includes so 
much – Altar Guild, Choir, Usher, Readers, Acolytes, Sacristans and all 
those who are attentive to making sure worship happens. However, even 
though lives are changed in all these ways, often we don’t recognize it. 

As I said in my sermon last week, this work of discipleship is too impor-
tant not to do with ourselves and others. We must be attentive to that 
work and that is why I give to St. Peter’s because at our core, we are 
changing lives in this place. As you will hear in the following newsletter 
article, God has big plans for us. Let us step out in faith and respond in 
our giving. 
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bring anywhere near the same level of thanksgiving to the blessings which 
God visits upon me every day. Challenging… in that I am sure that I 
shrink before God-given tasks that are nothing in comparison to being 
one of the miners holding on and encouraging their fellow captives for 
such a long time.  

The Chilean miner rescue stirred thoughts of Scripture verses as well as a 
quote attributed to Nelson Mandela.  Jeremiah heard “For surely I know 
the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and 
come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will 
find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the 
Lord.” (Jer 29 11-14)  

Rarely do we consider the part of the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000 
when Jesus says to the Disciples ‘You give them something to eat.’ (Luke 
9:13) Jesus works his miracle only after the Disciples give what they 
have.  

In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul exclaimed “I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me.” (Phil 4:13) Finally, in his inaugura-
tion speech, Nelson Mandella quoted a passage from Marianne William-
son’s “A Return to Love.” “You are a child of God. Your playing small 
does not serve the world.”  

In the stewardship of all with which God has blessed us, including our 
very lives, many of us tend to play small. God calls us to large things, 
even enormous things that seem to be beyond our ability. Whether it be 
through lack of vision, lack of resolve, or failure to play it big with what 
God has provided us, many of us shrink from the task. We explain that 
we don’t have the time… we don’t have the money… we don’t have the 
skills… to play big as God would have us. We limit ourselves, and our 
ability to play it big for God, by forgetting that his big plans start with us 
accepting that God provides what we need to carry out those plans when 
we step out in faith.  

As we consider our pledges for the coming year, prayerfully consider 
what big plans God yearns for us to undertake to his glory. He did not 
bring us together in our faith community to play small. He will work 
miracles when we step out in faith. 

                                                                            written by Mike Redpath 


