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SCHEDULE FOR OUR ANNUAL PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 
 

 Weekly bulletin inserts with articles about stewardship and 
stories of how God is changing lives at St. Peter’s. 

 Saturday, November 17, Prayer Vigil at 5 pm 
 Sunday, November 18, Pledge Sunday – ingathering and 

blessing of pledges at 8 am and 10 am. 
 
 
 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
 
Dorothy Grandjean-Smith 
Elaine Leiter 
Freddie Paiva 
Meyer Pincelli 
Barbara Stack 
Rev. Anne-Marie Jeffery 
 

 

  

 

Our Fall Pledge Campaign Theme 
 

Lives are being changed at St. Peter’s. Come join in. 

The St. Peter’s Stewardship 
Newsletter for November 11 
As we approach our Annual Pledge Sunday on Nov. 18, 
each week we will have a stewardship newsletter with a story 
related to the theme of our fall pledge campaign and a reflec-
tion on stewardship. In the spring, these newsletters will 
continue as we work towards a year round approach for 
stewardship.  

CHOIR 
Lives are being changed at St. Peter’s where we try to live as a community 
of Christ. This is why we give of our treasure to support this community. 
One of the places lives are being changed is in our choir. Our choir is a 
mix of parishioners and “friends of St. Peter’s” lead by Doug Sheldon 
and accompanied by Zack Ross.  Music is a ministry that has the ability 
to enhance our worship.  You can’t participate in that ministry without 
having your life changed.   

There are personal relationships that develop.  A choir by its very nature 
needs to work together to become harmonious.  Our choir works to-
gether every week for 3 ½ to 4 hours.  The members have been there for 
each other through births, graduations, job searches, promotions, retire-
ments, marriages, illnesses, and deaths.  There is the opportunity all of us 
have had to interact with parishioners and “friends of St. Peter’s” that we 
probably would never have had if it wasn’t for their participation in the 
choir. God makes his presence known when we give each other support 
during routine and major life events. 

There is the beauty of the music.  The music can make us sad – like the 
music of Maundy Thursday or Good Friday – or it can uplift us – like the 
music of Easter.  Add to that the significance of the words that are sung.  
Have you ever felt uplifted when you leave St. Peter’s after singing ‘Lift 
High the Cross’ or ‘Alabare’ or ‘Make Me a Blessing’.  God makes his 
presence known through the music that changes the way you go through 
your day.    

There is the impact of the music on the choir, the worship service, the 
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The Sun Came Up 

The sun came up this morning…the very morning of the day that you are 
reading this. Big deal.  Wait! How did I know that the sun would come 
up this morning?  Because, it comes up every morning. Wow! What a 
news flash! Okay, here’s another one. There is air for you and I to breath 
today. Yep. I could predict that one, too. Wow.. this guy can really see 
the future,� you may be thinking. More than likely, your thoughts are 
more along the lines of why are you wasting your time reading seemingly 
senseless prattle. 

I just mentioned two things that happen on an ongoing basis. They are 
pretty darned impressive things. You couldn’t make them happen. I 
couldn’t make them happen. No human being could make them hap-
pen. And there are so many more things going on continually that are 
just as spectacular, and taken for granted. Without them, we would not 
exist. 

We live at the will of an awesome God. And, we get so used to everything 
that God does around us on a second-to-second basis, that we take little 
notice of it. All of it happens, without our help. God is doing pretty 
darned well without us. 

This is an irritating time to some. There are numerous messages about 
giving money to the church. Pledge cards are due soon. If God is doing 
so well with creation, why does his church have to bother us for money? 
Just stop the messages and let us all go back to taking little notice of God 
at work in our lives. That is the point. God does not need us. He created 
us in order to enjoy a relationship with us. And we give him little notice. 

parishioners, and visitors.  Many times our families and friends that visit 
St. Peter’s for a service comment on the impact our choir has on their 
worship.  During Lessons and Carols the community at large experiences 
the love of God as we welcome them to join us in worship.  Sometimes 
the impact is such that they decide to come back again and again to wor-
ship with us.  Sometimes the impact is such that they decide to join us as 
we provide service to others.  God makes his presence know when we 
welcome all to join us.  Music changes lives at St. Peter’s. As we approach 
Pledge Sunday November 18, 2018, please pray about what you will give 
for 2019 to St. Peter’s where lives are being changed in so many ways. 
Come join in.  
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It is not unlike sitting at the breakfast table reading while God sits on the 
other side of the raised newspaper trying to strike up a conversation. He 
might as well not exist. 

God is infinitely gracious. He gives and gives and gives. And he expects 
little in return. He expects: that we will notice him, that we will acknowl-
edge his presence in our lives, that we will show appreciation for all that 
he provides, that we will work at having a relationship with him. Since 
the time that God first created humans, we haven’t done real well with 
any of that. There have been some who have done a better than most, 
but even the best still fall short. 

We are privileged to be the creations of a God who is so approachable. 
Think about it! The Creator of everything welcomes us into his sacred 
space, his Church, to engage in interaction with him; thanksgiving, 
study, prayer, worship, alms giving. He gives us life. He gives us labor to 
sustain that life. And he welcomes our coming before him to offer up a 
portion of the fruits of our labors to him to carry out his work. We are 
not worthy to come before him, yet he welcomes not only us but our 
meager gifts. Does the God who spoke all creation into being really need 
what little we can provide? No, but we need to give it, and generously, as 
an expression of our love for God. 

At a practical, nuts and bolts level, God does provide for the church 
where we gather in fellowship and worship; where we come for healing; 
where we come to celebrate joyous events, such as wedding and Bap-
tisms; where we share sorrow over loss; and from where we bury our de-
parted loved ones. He provides for the church by giving each of us the 
ability to produce income, a portion of which we give to support his 
work, as God has planned. When we don’t give, when we don’t pass it 
on, God’s work doesn’t happen. God’s plan for the place where so much 
of meaning in our lives occurs is short-circuited. 

Just as we take little notice that the sun came up today, we also conven-
iently forget our need to give to the God who enables us to give; who 
accepts our gifts. We get angry that we are reminded to give. Yet, if we 
weren’t reminded, many of us would neglect this important aspect of our 
relationship with God. Money is one of the things about which we have 
the most fear. Therefore, it is also where we need to exercise great faith. 

As you consider your pledge for the coming year, take notice of just how 
awesome God is and how he has provided for you. Ascribe to the Lord the 
glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts.� (Psalm 96.8:)      

                                                Written by Mike Redpath 


