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I hear a theme to today and I hope you will hear it too. It starts in the gospel where Jesus 
goes into the synagogue and proclaims these words from Isaiah.  
 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free,  to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 
 
Jesus does this at the beginning after he was baptized, spent 40 days in the wilderness and 
now he is ready to begin his ministry.  In many ways this is Jesus’ mission statement for his 
ministry. He is laying out his life’s work which is also our work. 
 
Now listen again to the collect for the day - Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call 
of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we 
and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works. 
 
Are you hearing the theme proclaiming Good News? And then if you look at our mission 
statement which is being highlighted your rector’s report for the annual meeting, you’ll hear,  
The Mission of St. Peter’s Parish is to know Jesus Christ and make Him known through our 
witness, worship, fellowship, and service.” 
 
The gospel, the collect of the day and our mission statement are all leading us to the same 
place.  We have been anointed to being good news to the poor.  We pray that we will 
proclaim to all people the Good News of Jesus’ salvation and our mission is to make Jesus 
Christ known through our witness, worship, fellowship and salvation. 
 
It sounds great doesn’t it.  But how do we do it. That is the question isn’t it? How do we 
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ? How do we make Jesus Christ known through our 
witness, worship, fellowship and salvation? 
 
Proclaiming the Good News and making Christ known has been the work of the Way of St. 
Paul Program which we have been a part of for the past three years.  It is slow work as we 
try to grow the church. There have been tangible results  - Chili Church, a monthly time of 
worship, scripture study and prayer all around sharing a meal, using the Barnabas questions 
to listen to one another, events like the St. Patrick’s dinner for the homeless and other efforts 
which have included our children.  But as I said, it is slow. We didn’t get into this place of 
declining membership in the church quickly and we will not get out of it quickly.   
 
You might say – why is this so important?  In all the time I have been coming to church over 
the years, we’ve never had to do this before – go out and make Christ known    It is work we 
have to do because  the culture we live in has changed. I find the metaphor of the bridge that 
became a bridge to nowhere very helpful.  ] 



 
 
The Choluteca Bridge in Honduras was built with such design strength that it could withstand 
the worst of hurricanes. When Hurricane Mitch came in 1998, it dumped 75 inches of rain in 
less than four days and destroyed 150 Honduran bridges, but not the Choluteca Bridge. 
While the bridge itself was in near perfect condition, a wider view revealed that the roads on 
either end of the bridge had completely vanished, leaving no visible trace of their prior 
existence and the bridge now spanned dry ground. 
 
This is similar to what has happened to the church. In the 50’s and 60’s, our culture worked 
with how we did church.  People were expected to come to church and they did.  We didn’t 
need to make Christ known because Christ was known in just living life – coming to church 
which everyone did, community events at church, Sunday dinner around grandmothers table 
and more. Our life was centered around having a religious life. 
 
And now our culture has changed. The river is going a different way.  People are no longer 
expected to go to church. Sunday mornings are filled with so much – sports activities, 
birthday parties and brunches which have expanded to Sunday mornings.  
 
And yet I believe people are longing for something more – something beyond sports doing 
well in school and being strong and fit.  These things will never sustain us – perhaps 
forawhile, but only temporarily. This is why we as followers of Jesus Christ have to 
intentionally make Christ known. This is the work of the Way of St Paul team that 
congregation is also invited to. It is not as impossible  as you might think.  
 
One of the resources that has been made available to us are videos from Greg Finke that 
teach us how to make Christ known. Part of that is getting to know one another and  – which 
is how we are asked to act as disciples of Christ.   
 
We want to share one of these videos with you as part of the sermon and then during the 
annual meeting we will discuss your response to the video and what Jesus might be calling 
you to do.   
 
Video – click https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SHMomhzd6KgJ57X9Jon-mDGgRWyMI76w  (or 
copy and paste to a web browser like google or Chrome) to watch the video  

 



This is our mission – our work as the people of Jesus Christ.  We make Christ know as we 
listen to others, plant seeds and make Christ known wherever we go.  Let us join in with 
Jesus’ mission. 


