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Singing - I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided 
to follow Jesus, No turning back, no turning back. 
 
Have you decided to follow Jesus?  Are you sure? Are you still ready to follow Jesus 
after hearing this morning’s gospel?  It is a tough one. Jesus is headed to Jerusalem – 
to his death.  He sends messengers ahead of him to a village of the Samaritans, but the 
Samaritans are clear.  They see what is happening. Jesus has set his face towards the 
cross and they want nothing to do with him. Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised when 
people don’t want to be a Christian.  
 
Along the way Jesus encounters three people and in these encounters, we hear just 
how high the stakes are to follow Jesus. One person offers to follow him, but Jesus says 
the Son of Man has no place to lay his head. Perhaps this is too much for this man, 
because we don’t hear anything else about him. To another he says follow me.  The 
man is willing, but wants to bury his father first.  Jesus says no.  Let the dead bury their 
own dead. And finally the last person wants to follow Jesus.  Perhaps he has heard 
something along the way that has drawn him in.  However, he wants to say goodbye to 
his family first.  Jesus says – you can’t look back if you are to be about God’s work. 
 
Who can follow Jesus with these requirements?  Was he serious?  Is there some 
metaphor we are missing? Is there something lost in translation as we hear his words 
2000 years later? I don’t know. 
 
What I do know is that following Jesus can cost us – can cost our friends, our job, our 
family. I began to think about other examples that the one we heard in this morning’s 
gospel that came close to the magnitude of what Jesus was asking those around him to 
give up or leave behind.  
 
I thought about St. Clare. Clare was born in the 12th century to a rich family.  At fifteen, 
she refused to get married. At 18 after hearing St. Francis of Assisi preach decided to 
follow in his footsteps and that the way to follow the gospel was to live in poverty 
eventually forming her own sisterhood – the Poor Clares.  Can you imagine you 18 year 
old or your 22 year old leaving behind all their education and all the opportunities you 
have worked to give them to give it all up to follow Jesus by being poor or by working as 
a missionary in a dangerous place? No matter what Clare’s parents said, this is what 
Clare heard Jesus asking her to do. 
 
For a more modern day example, I offer the Wayfair employees who this week walked 
off the job to protest their company selling furniture to the immigrant detention centers. 
They are not fighting for better wages or working conditions.  They are fighting against a 



situation they are very concerned about.  I suspect that they are not essential workers 
for this online furniture store and can probable by replaced quite easily.  And yet they 
walked out.  I hear Jesus in that.  
 
And then yesterday when I asked some twenty something’s about an example where 
people sacrifice to help others, they told me about a group in Arizona called no more 
death.  Among other things, they distribute water to those crossing the border who often 
die in the Arizona heat.  Many of them are arrested for doing so because they are aiding 
illegal immigrants.  They are risking prison to stop people from dying. I hear Jesus in 
that as well. 
 
Because isn’t that the way of Jesus – showing up to love the other, to seek Christ in all 
persons and to fight for justice for all. But what if these ways of hearing about following 
Jesus shuts you down.  What if it leaves you quietly saying, I love you Jesus, but I can’t 
bring it out like that.  
 
If you are in this place, I found Dr. Janet Hunte’s words helpful. She says, “As for me, I 
have found that that following Jesus not about making only a one time choice. Rather, it 
means wrestling with such choices almost every day. Or several times a day. Like I did 
again just last week. And yesterday. And just this morning.  And as I likely will again 
tomorrow.” 
 
And so I share this story where I tried to follow Jesus. It doesn’t have the magnitude of 
the other stories, but it definitely involved choices and trying to figure out which one was 
following Jesus.  I was in discernment to the priesthood – still meeting with a parish 
committee to see if they heard the same call I was hearing and still needing approval 
from the diocese to go forward.  I had taken up the practice of taking a day retreat once 
a month to give me time to ponder as I worked my regular job and considered this very 
different step.  I don’t remember what the particular issues were in those weeks, but I 
knew I needed that day retreat and my spiritual director agreed.  
 
The week before I got a call from a fellow parishioner.  I had been on a committee with 
him for a seminarian and we had gotten to know him well.  His sister in Africa had died 
and he wanted to have a memorial service at our church since he could not go to hers.  
He wanted me to read the prayers of the people at the service.  The other thing I need 
to mention is that he was head of the committee that recommended people to the 
ordination. 
 
As a friend, I wanted to be at the service, but I also knew I needed that retreat.  I also 
didn’t want to upset the head of the committee on priesthood and I wasn’t willing to trust 
that he would understand. In the end I went to the retreat for half a day in which I spent 
most of the time looking at my watch to see when I had to leave so I wasn’t really 
present and then went to the funeral. I am not sure it was the right choice. I am not sure 
I heard Jesus in the choice I made. 
 



And perhaps that is our work – for us to hear Jesus in our decisions even our rather 
ordinary decisions.  Know that sometimes, we get it right and sometimes we get it 
wrong.  But as my spiritual director always reminded me, Jesus always give us another 
chance to follow.  Also, following in small ways, gives us practice in following Jesus in 
the big ways – in knowing if following Jesus means walking out on our job or leave 
family without saying goodbye.   
 
There are times when Jesus’ call is powerful, that all we can do is go forth as he sends 
us. We all need to prepare ourselves for those times. We give up our lives, we risk our 
jobs and we risk arrest. And there are other times where the call is on a smaller scale.  
It might involve being honest with a friend about a choice we have to make or speaking 
up when a family member says something that you must speak out against.  
 
Every day Jesus calls us to make choices – in big and small ways.  Every day, pray that 
we might follow Jesus.  Jesus asks us to follow him and every day we must decide if we 
will follow Jesus. And the question we ask as we consider our action or our response to 
whatever we encounter – am I hearing Jesus in that? 


