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There is a lot in this gospel.  Jesus tells us not to be afraid, and that it is God’s good 
pleasure to give us the kingdom. Jesus talks about treasures that never wear out. Ant 
then Jesus talks about being ready for God’s coming.  However, I want to focus on the 
beginning. 
 
Listen again carefully to the beginning of the Gospel "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give 
alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 
 
The sentence that stayed with me was – sell your possessions and give alms and so 
this memory came to me of when I was 11 years old. What does it means to us to sell 
our most prize possessions. 
 
I came back to school from Christmas break to discover that I had not asked for the 
Christmas gift of the year. Many of my friends had received skateboards and they 
brought them to school and they let me try them out. That didn’t last long before they 
were banned.  It did not matter. I wanted one so badly. When I talked to my parents, 
they said no way. I had received my Christmas presents and they didn’t have the money 
to buy me one.  So I started saving – I saved my allowance.  I persuaded my mom to 
give me money for every A I got.  I saved and saved and got many A’s, and several 
months later, I bought my skateboard.  I loved it so much.  I loved it so much that I took 
it with me on our family vacation even though we had to take a plane and it took up 
room in my suitcase. I could not leave it behind for even 10 days. At the time it was my 
prized possession. 
 
What is your most prized possession? What is the thing that you treasure the most?  
What is it that you would be most upset about losing?  
 
Hear responses. 
 
I’ll be honest.  It is my phone. I can do so much with it. It contains my pictures and 
allows me to communicate with my family. It helps me do my work. 
 
In our gospel, Jesus talks about possessions. He tells us to sell our possessions.  At the 
time, I couldn’t imagine parting with my beloved skateboard.  I don’t want to part with my 
phone. What is Jesus getting at here? Right before Jesus talks about possessions, he 
says do not be afraid little flock.  Why do you think he says that?   
 
Well sometimes – well a lot of the time, we get very attached to our possessions and we 
are afraid when we have to give them up. Some possessions like my skateboard are 



just for entertainment but other possessions like the homes we live in, would be very 
scary to give up.   
 
It is important to look at what Jesus says after he says do not be afraid.Jesus says - "Do 
not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
Jesus goes on to talk about treasure that will never wear out – a heavenly treasure. 
Jesus is reminding us that our possessions will wear out and they are not the most 
important thing in the world. God wants to give us treasure that will never wear out.  It is 
his pleasure. 
 
What can God give us that will never wear out? 
 
Wait for responses – love, power, protection, presence. 
 
This is especially important to remember because at times in our lives we will need to 
rely on God’s love and protection.  When times get hard, maybe someone is sick or you 
lose a loved one or you are scared, your prized possession is not going to help.  If so, 
probably only for a little while.  Only God’s treasure will never wear out. Only God’s 
treasures can protect us in the worst of times. Only God’s treasures will protect us in the 
worst of times when everything else falls away. 
 
Here is another story from when I was young which was the first time I really had to 
depend on God’s treasures.  I was about 12 and my dad had taken me to see a scary 
movie.  I don’t think he realized how scary it would be and what effect it would have on 
me but I was terrified.  I wouldn’t sleep alone at night and after a few weeks my parents 
were getting very tired of this.  Finally my Dad sat down with me and said – Sweetheart, 
you ae going to have to trust that God is with you and will protect you. He told me that 
when I was scared, I had to pray and trust in God’s presence.   And so I did that.  When 
I was scared I would pray and reminded myself that God was with me and I was able to 
sleep alone and even turned off the light I had been keeping on all night. 
 
This is God’s true treasure – that he loves us, that he is with us always and he protects 
us. This is the treasure that will never wear out and that will protect us for all of our lives. 


