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The Spirit of the Lord is here.  Do you believe that?  Do you believe the Spirit of the 
Lord is right here and right now?  I do.  I believe the Spirit of the Lord has been here for 
a long time – probably since back in 1685 when those first folks gathered to form the 
community that would become St. Peter’s. 

Today we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to the followers of Jesus – those who were 
there at that first Pentecost and we who are here 2000 years later.  I love Pentecost.  I 
love the power and the drama of it.  The sound like that rushing of wind that is so loud 
that those in the neighborhood hear it.  The tongues of fire that rest on the disciples’ 
heads. The preaching to all those gathered from so many countries in their language - 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia and that was just the 
beginning of the list.   

It is a powerful story and yet for those of us who have heard the story so many times, 
we can lose the power of what was happening.  For the disciples this was not business 
as usual. It was not a slight extension of what they experienced with Jesus. What 
happened that day turned their lives upside down. This coming of the Holy Spirit sent to 
disciples out to do something very very different.  And this is what I want you to 
remember about Pentecost.  The coming of the Spirit turns our lives upside down.  

I am so grateful for those who participated in the liturgical dance which I believe was an 
engagement of the spirit. For you who experienced it and maybe participated a little as 
well, I hope it gave you the sense of the Spirit being among us. I hope is that this 
expression of the spirit among us by being different gives us a glimpse of what the 
disciples experienced on that first day of Pentecost. This is my great hope for today – 
that you have noticed the movement of the Spirit among us today, that you have felt the 
Holy Spirit.  

But is not enough… It is important yes essential yes, but still not enough. You see the 
Spirit does not leave you quietly here in your seats and to go home and say your 
prayers.  The Spirit of the Lord drives us out to cross barriers language and otherwise. 
On commentator says God has his hand on the disciples back pushing them out. It is 
not enough to bask in the Spirit.  We have to see where the Spirit is leading us or even 
pushing us to. And that is hard!!!  

I love that because to this day the Spirit is still shaking us up and sending us out. God is 
pushing us out to tell people about what life can be like when Jesus is in our lives – 
when we live and love as Jesus loved us. We are asked to share how much living life 
with Jesus gets us through each and every day. You might say. They don’t want to hear 
that from me.  They are going to make fun of me and think I am just dumb.  That’s OK.  
The disciples went through that on that first Pentecost. Some sneered at them. Others 



assumed they were drunk.  BUT some “were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, "What does this mean?” 
 
That is the importance of us being sent out.  There may be those who sneer and push 
us away, but there are those who receive us and welcome us. At the same time, there 
are those who are longing for life lived in the love and support of Jesus.  There are 
those who need to know that Jesus will be there every step of our lives.  There are 
those who are lost and alone who need the support only God can give.  These are 
those whom God is sending us out to. 
 
That is my question for you today.  Who is Jesus sending you out to?  Today? Who is 
God sending you out to as God calls you to cross social barriers, language barriers or 
behavioral barriers?  Who is God sending you to live and love like Jesus? I believe that 
God is sending each of us out today to someone or even perhaps someone’s. Perhaps 
they will hear God’s call because of how you follow Jesus Christ, because of how you 
live and love like Jesus. 
 
It maybe someone you see today at church or at the supermarket.  It may be a friend or 
a family member. It may be a stranger or someone you run into.  Ask yourself how the 
Spirit is sending to me to this person or persons. How will I get to know them and hear 
their story? How will I let my relationship with Jesus be seen in my life? 
 
Jesus needs each of us needs each of us to go out to let the love of Jesus Christ be 
seem in our lives – in our actions and our words – in our very beings.  On this Pentecost 
Sunday, let the Holy Spirit work through you.  Look around and see who you are called 
to walk next to even for a minute. Listen. Be loving.  And remember that the Holy Spirit 
is pouring through you. 
 


