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Do you want to be made well? (Wait for the congregation to answer) 
 
Do you want to be made well? This is the question Jesus asks the man who was by the pool at the 
Sheep Gate in Jerusalem. Rumor, legend, or tradition has it that an angel visits the pool at random 
times, stirring up the water, and giving it healing properties.  The first person to step into the pool after 
the angel disturbs it, receives healing.  
 
The man doesn’t answer with - yes I want to be made well, but rather a response that seems to say- 
Isn’t it obvious. l’ve been coming here for 38 years.  I can never move quickly enough to get to the 
pool when it is disturbed.  Someone always gets there before me.  I hear this man saying – “Don’t 
blame me.  I am doing all that I can.  I just can’t get there.” I don’t think Jesus was blaming the man.  I 
think Jesus saw someone who was stuck and in pain. Jesus wants more for this man and says stand 
up take your mat and walk. And the man gets up and walks.  
 
It is amazing actually - the tenacity of this man.  Thirty eight years is a long time.  1981 is 38 years 
ago from now. What were you doing in 1981?  How did this man keep showing up for almost 14,000 
days even though all the previous days he would never made it into pool when the water was 
disturbed? Had it just become his daily routine – his contact with others in the same situation?  Had it 
become the only life he knew?  Had he resigned himself to this life?  Did he really believe that one 
day he would make it in to the pool? This man was doing what he did, what he had always done - 
living with his pain, living in his routine, and living in what he knew.  
 
How many of us are doing the same – living in pain, living in a routine that we have always known 
and cannot make our way out of? Can we even hear Jesus’ question to us – Do you want to be made 
well? Can we hear that question when we have been managing for 1 year, or 2 years or 10 years or 
for 38 years with the pain, the trauma, the addiction or a particular situation that is plaguing us? Will 
we stay in what we know showing up day after day knowing that for the most part we cannot get to 
that pool of healing on our own? 
 
And this is what I love about Jesus. No one needs to carry us to the pool of Jesus’ healing.  He 
comes to us.  He comes to us with healing, love, forgiveness, generosity and so much patience.  Our 
challenge is whether we can accept it, whether we can live into it, and whether we can let us be 
healed by him. Our biggest challenge might be that it requires change.  Jesus calls us to healing, but 
sometimes we want to stay where we are - holding on to the diagnosis, the pain, and the way it has 
been for how many years.  We are comfortable in our complaining. Jesus’ healing calls us out of that 
and that is a scary proposition.  
 
At the same time, it is a life giving proposition because Jesus wants us to be whole.  Jesus wants us 
to be well. Jesus wants us to thrive. The prayer we read at the beginning of the service called the 
collect is connected to the themes of our readings.  Listen again to our collect for today. - O God, you 
have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire. That’s what Jesus wants for us. That is the promise 
we must trust in when we open ourselves to his healing love. 
 
And I know that can be scary because it means change, giving up what we know.  Even in our misery 
and suffering, we can find things to hold on to.  We say - it’s not that bad.  I’ve managed for so long 
like this, I can manage for more.   If the healing involves an operation you are afraid of, you may say 



well it might not work and all the rehab I’ll have to go through – not sure I can do that. If the healing 
means changing a job or moving, you may say – my family is not ready to go.  I can’t disturb them like 
that. If the healing involves addressing an addiction, you may say I don’t have time to go to rehab, I’ll 
lose my job. If the healing has to do with turning off the TV and spending time with God in prayer, you 
may say, I’m so tired from work – I need that relaxation time. 
 
And that is when we all need to remember how good Jesus’ healing is – that it is way better than all 
that we are holding on to.  When we remember that Jesus longs for us to thrive and his promises, we 
can say yes to Jesus’ healing.  Instead of our excuses, listen to when Jesus comes to us and says – 
Do you want to me made well?  Say – yes Lord.  Make me well. 


