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Recently it seems that everywhere I go people are talking about the TV series Game of 
Thrones.  Game of Thrones is about the violent struggles among the realm's noble 
families for the Iron Throne, while other families fight for independence from it. It has 
battles, adventure, betrayal and distrust. And it is about to come to an end. Tonight is 
the last episode of the eighth and final season and fans are eager to see how it turns 
out. Fans have not been happy with the events so far in this final season and I am 
fascinated by how much energy people are putting into it predicting the end.  This last 
Friday as I left the gym, there was a heated conversation going on about what the last 
episode will bring.  What will the writers of the show leave us with? Will we be left with a 
satisfying conclusion? 
 
I thought about Game of Thrones when it came to our gospel because Jesus and his 
disciples are coming to the end or at least the end of their life together for the past three 
years.  Jesus has told his disciples that the end is near and that he is going to the place 
where they cannot go. They know he is in trouble with the religious authorities. They 
know arrest is likely and the death threats are real.  As our gospel opens, Judas has just 
left to betray Jesus.  

Imagine what it was like to be in that room.  Imagine the fear, the anxiety and the 
expectation. If Jesus is going to be leaving them what Jesus says now is very important. 
What will Jesus say to them in his final words?  Jesus says, I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another.   

 
I wonder if the disciples found these words satisfactory. Was it what they were longing 
for? Did they understand how Jesus loved them? Did they understand the breadth and 
the depth of the love Jesus is asking them to have for the other? Did they understand 
this commandment that sums up all of what Jesus had taught them and calls them to? 
Probably not.  Learning to love like Jesus is a lifelong journey. Most of us have heard 
this commandment of Jesus to love one another all of our lives and we too struggle.  
What is this love about? 
 
Karoline Lewis from Working Preacher points out the following. “The “love 
commandment” is said in the midst of betrayal and denial, in the midst of departure and 
desperation, in the midst of fear and unease. And so, this is the nature of Christian love. 
It is a love aware of consequences. It is a love aware of challenges. But most of all, it is 
a love that loves anyway. A love that knows what it is getting itself into, and yet loves 
abundantly.”1 
 

                                                        
1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=5333 



Jesus loved Judas even though he was going to betray him.  Jesus loved Peter knowing 
he was going to deny him.  Jesus loved all the disciples even in their fear and 
desperation and getting it wrong.  Jesus loves us in all these ways as well and more 
Jesus asks us to love one another in the same way. This is the kind of love that calls us 
to cross barriers, to stand up for those who have no voice, to feed the hungry and to 
love our enemies.  
 
One of the things I struggled with in this sermon was describing this kind of love.  I read 
and read. I listened to other colleagues.  It is not an easy kind of love to describe and 
there are probably a thousand ways to do so. At a meeting yesterday, one of colleagues 
after hearing that I was struggling with my sermon sent me his blog about this gospel. 
 
My colleague wrote about the challenge in loving another after a conflict. Recently, he 
ran into some alumni at his seminary from whom he had become estranged after being 
on different sides of a conflict.  All was not well between them. At the event he was 
attending, one turned away.  Another smiled but then quickly left.  Yet another had a 
brief conversation before making his excuses.  My colleague noted the challenge of 
loving in that space and acknowledged He writes “It is easy to love while the good 
feelings abound. It is much, much harder to overcome trauma, conflict and resistance to 
embrace love and relationship in the wake of battles, those remembered and those that 
are fresh and raw.” 2 
 
He gave the example of the Great Reunion of 1913 that commemorated the 50th 
anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg.  As part of the week's festivities, thousands of 
old veterans -- most in their 70s, the oldest 112 -- took their respective places on the 
former battlefield and commenced with a tottering reenactment of Pickett's Charge. At 3 
p.m., the surviving Confederate soldiers of General Pickett's division stormed Cemetery 
Ridge, a clattering assortment of long beards and crutches and canes. Slowly 
approaching the stone fence at Bloody Angle, some of the codgers croaked out the 
rebel yell when they were "surprised" by a group of men from the former Union 
Philadelphia Brigade. But instead of shooting each other, they all shook hands across 
the stone wall and exchanged ceremonial flags. Some fell into each other's arms, 
weeping. Other just sat down in silence and looked sadly across the field. 
 
It had been years then since that terrible battle and there had been time for love to heal 
for some – to this day not all. But for some, love had been working and had been 
present. Those who showed up were able to love one another.  
 
My colleague asks - What old battlefields are you being called to love in? What 
opponents, what enemies, might you need to reach out to when the moment presents 
itself?  
 
This is what Jesus calls us to when he asks us to love one another as he loves us. This 
love Jesus calls us to is hard.  It can take time. It takes work and awareness and I love 
the example of a battlefield because the world is full of battlefields - places of conflict, 
                                                        
2 https://newministrynewpaths.blogspot.com/2019/05/loving-one-another-old-battles-old.html 



hurt or wounding whether it be ourselves or others. Jesus calls us to go into those 
places and do the work of love. Jesus needs us to do this work, because our world has 
the tendency to do the opposite – to tear down and isolate.  
 
Ponder in what old and present battle fields are you being called to love.  And please 
note loving doesn’t mean surrendering.  Loving means listening to the other, being with 
the other and helping as you can. How are you being called to love in the way Jesus 
loves you today? How about tomorrow? 
 
I was thinking how wonderful it would be if Game of Thrones, which has had a whole lot 
of actual battles, ended with a message of love. However, I am not holding my breath 
for that. I do know that we can hear Jesus’ message of love to us and that with the Holy 
Spirit help, we can go forth and love the other. Through our love Jesus’ love can break 
forth into the world. 


