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“Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should 
sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 
the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 
the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and 
anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.”  These are the first few 
sentences from our passage from James for this morning. 

I love this passage from James. This week, I had been initially focusing on the Old 
testament reading and on the Gospel which both speak to not getting in the way of 
others who are ministering in the world and then I read a sermon from a friend of mine 
on this passage from James about prayer and read it again and loved it. 
 
This is such an exhortation to pray. Are you suffering? Pray! Are you happy? Then 
praise God!?  Are you sick? Then call on others from the church to pray with you and 
anoint you with oil.  It reminds me of author’s Anne Lamott’s description of three ways to 
pray – help, thanks, wow. This part of the letter from James is such a call to us to be 
praying all the time and I wish it was more prevalent in our world. And so I cling to 
stories of prayer, because they remind us how important prayer is and how it needs to 
permeate our lives.  
 
The first story I want to share is from a fellow Episcopal priest. He is terrified of flying 
and one morning his flight to Kansas City was especially turbulent. A very 
compassionate and kind flight attendant checked in on him several times. When she 
discovered he was an Episcopal priest, she said that she is a United Methodist and 
offered to pray a prayer for comfort and peace for him. As she knelt in the aisle, several 
other passengers bowed their head. One later said, “I am not a believer but that level of 
compassion and kindness might make me rethink what I believe!” Thank God for the 
witness of kind, compassionate people. I love this particular story because it showed 
how visible prayer can be and it seems to me that this exhortation to pray from this letter 
to James is so all encompassing that it must be visible.  
 
I think about other stories of prayer.  One is found in our stewardship newsletter this 
week.  This week’s newsletter is about one of our pantry volunteers who does not come 
to our church. In it you will hear that the prayer we do with the volunteers before pantry 
is one of the ways that nurtures her spiritual life. Such a simple thing and yet it nurtures 
her. Another example is found in the people who come to healing prayer to be anointed 
with oil and have hands laid on them at the 10 am service which often includes our 
children.  
 
When I was an intern chaplain at the National Institutes of Health during my seminary , I 
remember how much my cold calls to patients not expecting a chaplain would change 
when I offered prayer.  Sometimes it was only then that my real visit would begin.  
 



And then as I was working on this sermon Saturday afternoon, I got a call from a man 
wanting to know if we had any rooms at the Boyd House for a disabled woman who was 
going to be homeless on October 1st.  I told him we no longer owned the Boyd House 
where St. Peter’s used to have a shared house for seniors. I acknowledged how hard it 
was to find housing these days and he said that he believed in the power of prayer and 
that he would find a place for this woman.  I asked him for her name so I could pray for 
her as well.  
 
Our world needs prayer especially this week as the congress considered the next 
appointment to the supreme court.  I don’t think I have ever heard so much discussion 
of political affairs in hospital waiting rooms, in the homes that I visited and in other 
public places.  And yet in our frustration, no matter which side we are on, we must pray. 
We must pray for God’s presence in this situation, for those who have been hurt and for 
those who have the power to make the decisions that they must make. 
 
I know there are times when it seems as if our prayers do little.  As one of my friends 
said in her sermon, “Heaven knows I pray all the time for people who have not gotten 
the healing, relief, and outcome for which we’ve prayed, but prayer does give them the 
“Blessed Assurance” that God’s abiding presence is carrying them through whatever 
challenge they face.” 
 
Prayer is powerful.  It undergirds my life each and every day. My daily prayer list is long, 
but I pray through it knowing God is powerful. In my lowest and most challenging of 
times, I have felt the prayers from others which held me up. 
 
So pray my sisters and brothers. Pray at all times and in all places. Pray out loud when 
you encounter someone in need. Pray over your meal at home and in restaurants.  Pray 
at work during your lunch break. Pray in the morning and pray at night. Let your voices 
be heard because even though our prayers are not answered in the way that we want at 
times, God is listening to us and loves us.  


