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When I was a kid, I had a View Master.  Who remembers what a View Master is? For 
those that don’t know, it was a way to look at a picture in 3D.  It looks a little bit like 
strange binoculars and there is a round disc you put in the top. When you looked in the 
view master and you could see the scene in 3D.  I had disks that showed New York 
City, the seven wonders of the world and of course bible scenes.  I loved staring at the 
detail in the slides.  It was almost as if you were there.  
 
When I hear the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus, I think about my View Master 
because one of the scenes in my bible story disc was of the Rich Man in Hades and 
Lazarus in the arms of Abraham.  I don’t know why that particular slide caught my 
attention and why I still remember it.  Perhaps I thought I was seeing a true depiction of 
hell.  The Rich man is engulfed in flames and he is calling out to Abraham.  Abraham is 
across a chasm – kind of on a mountain holding Lazarus and now that I think about it, 
Lazarus didn’t look too good. However, my focus was on the rich man. I never wanted 
to be in that place that he was. 
 
As an adult and reflecting on what the rich man did that was wrong, I realize how easy it 
is to be like the rich man – to turn a blind eye to those around you. As far as the rich 
man knew, he was living his life – good food, fine clothes.  If only that Lazarus was not 
always sitting at his gate.  Nasty fellow with all those sores.  Why can’t he just sit 
somewhere else? Never did the rich man choose to talk to Lazarus and hear his story or 
to offer him any food. Never did the rich man think that he would be asking Lazarus to 
bring him some water or wanting him to warn his brothers. Never did he think he would 
be connected to Lazarus in any way. And yet at the end he was.  
 
Last week, I quoted from the bishop of Atlanta’s weekly message and I want to repeat a 
part of that quote. “If you’re going to have an intimate and active life with God, you’re 
going to have to say no to three things: smallness, separateness and superiority. You’re 
going to have to realize that we are a human family; that we live together on a blue ball 
made mostly of water, suspended in space. What affects one directly affects all 
indirectly. 
 
How often do we assume that we will never be in the place of the poor on our doorstep 
or outside our office building? How often do we think that we will never need their help 
or be connected to them? Whose suffering have we not seen? The homeless, 
immigrants, those who live in places that are being severely impacted by climate 
change, those who have lost family members to gun violence and are scared it will 
happen again? How easy it is to think that we will never be in that place or that those 
others are not a part of us? 
 
I have a discretionary fund which I use to help those in need.  When people come to me 
for help, one of the things they say is – I never thought I would get to the point of 
needing help from the church.  I am so embarrassed.  I tell them we all can be in that 
place. Our sin like the rich man is to assume we are trouble proof and that we are not 
connected to those Lazarus’ out there. 



A place we can easily step into the rich man’s shoes, is around immigration issues. The 
stories are heartbreaking. People seeking asylum have an almost impossible time 
getting into the US.  People who have lived here for 30 years working and paying taxes 
are being deported or get stuck in detention centers for months and months. It is easy to 
say – why did they come here illegally in the first place? I wonder how we would feel if 
we were in their shoes?  We assume we will never be in their shoes – after all we are 
here in the US – the place everyone wants to come to.  And that is when I remember a 
particular scene in the movie, The Day after Tomorrow. It is a movie about a 
catastrophic event in the world. It is an event brought about by climate change and 
many hurricane-like storms have formed including one in that drops temperatures in the 
northern US to 150 F below.  Going south was one escape route for Americans. The 
scene that I remember is of a newscast saying Mexico had closed their border because 
so many Americans were trying to get into Mexico. Then it shows Americans cutting 
fences and crossing into Mexico illegally and it made me think.  Why do we assume, we 
will never be in that place? 
 
And then it happens in so many other ways. A few Thanksgivings ago, I remember 
getting annoyed when a pantry client kept putting off the time for her to pick up their 
Thanksgiving food.  Finally after numerous calls with her all afternoon rescheduling and 
rescheduling even as I was expecting my guests to arrive, I decided to drop off the food. 
I discovered that the client was waiting for a friend to drive her and that she also had to 
take her sick child to the doctor.  The friend with transportation was still not showing up. 
I thought she was being lazy or inconsiderate when she was trying to manage a very 
difficult situation.  
 
There are so many Lazarus’ in our lives.  There are so many people we miss because 
of our circumstance, our viewpoint, and where we live. We can’t save all the Lazarus’.  
However, we can pay attention to at least one person we tend to not see. In our seeing, 
we may hear their story. We may be surprised and energized. Sometimes we can make 
a difference. I believe as long as we can be open to those around us and not ignore 
them, then we can help as we can and get closer to what Jesus calls us to.  
 
This week pick someone that you think you don’t have a tendency to see.  Is it someone 
at the bus stop?  Someone who is always sitting outside the grocery store?  Someone 
at work who keeps to themselves?  How can we ‘see’ them? Maybe first start by 
actually seeing them – physically seeing them?  Don’t assume we know their situation.  
If possible, listen to them. This is what Jesus is asking us to do - to remember that all 
those around us are our brothers and sisters and that we and they are always 
connected. 
 
Note: Scan this QR code to see the scene mentioned from movie, The Day After 
Tomorrow. 

 


