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Hmmmmm.  If you listened to today’s gospel reading and understand it, please stand up 
and help us out.  Anybody? No worries. All of the commentaries I read talked about the 
huge difficulty of making sense of this passage. There is a lot going on here. A parable 
and then several sayings about money and God which at times which are kind of but not 
quite connected.  
 
One commentator offers that perhaps the confusion we heard might be explained by 
imagining Luke sitting down at his Gospel writer’s desk with his big pile of sayings-of-
Jesus note cards, adding one saying after another to the parable, based on somewhat 
connected themes connections to money and responsibility.1  
 
We have what we have and I find that digging in to difficult passages, while we may not 
fully understand in the end, can yield some wonderful fruit. Here we go and be 
forewarned, I will not address all parts of this gospel. 
 
First, we have the parable of the dishonest manager. The man he works for a rich man 
who has heard about some problems with his management.  Was the manager cheating 
the rich man? We are not sure.  What we do know that the manager is fired and the rich 
man demands an accounting of his work.  The manager is scared.  How will he live?  
He can’t do hard labor and he is too ashamed to beg.  He rushes to call in some 
businessmen who owe his boss.  He changes their accounts so they owe his boss less.  
He does so because he thinks, they will look after him when he has no job. His boss 
finds out about this lowering of bills and to our surprise and bewilderment, he 
commends his manager for his shrewdness. 
 
What!  This is when you go back to the gospel to see if Jesus was really the one telling 
this parable and he is. What is Jesus trying to teach us here? To be dishonest? We 
know that’s not right. Jesus then says, “The children of this age are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.”  I believe Jesus is 
calling us to be shrewd - to be wise, to be smart - in our work as the children of light.  
The children of light are those who follow Jesus, those who live for Christ, those who 
know that Jesus died and was resurrected that life could be made new. Those who 
know not to be anxious about earthly things because God is always with us. What does 
it mean for us to be shrewd in our work?   
 
Let’s take a closer look at the manager. He was clear about his purpose which was to 
make sure he would be looked after. He hustled to do what he needed to do to ensure 
his well being – making friends by reducing the debt owed to his boss. He was savvy 
and smart and that is what his boss commends him for.  

 
1 Feasting on the Word: Year C, Volume 4: Season after Pentecost 2 (Propers 17-Reign of Christ) 
(Kindle Locations 3587-3588). Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle Edition. 
 



 
Maybe we who are striving to be children of light can take up some of his characteristics 
though I do not recommend the dishonest part. We too need to be clear about our 
purpose. We need to be wise and savvy in how we bring that purpose about. 
 
What is our main purpose as those who follow Jesus? The main purpose of the children 
of light is to love as Jesus taught us – to love God and to love others – to make that the 
most important thing in our life. That is no small task. Bishop Wright of Atlanta puts it 
this way in his weekly reflection for this Sunday, “If you’re going to have an intimate and 
active life with God, you’re going to have to say no to three things: smallness, 
separateness and superiority. You’re going to have to realize that we are a human 
family; that we live together on a blue ball made mostly of water, suspended in space. 
What affects one directly affects all indirectly. ... Jesus says. Offer your talents to the 
world and watch them multiply. Offer them boldly, transparently, authentically. There’s 
no higher form of worship than that. Let a little light in and watch your soul grow. Let a 
little light out and watch the world grow. Don’t be afraid to shine.  You were designed to 
shine.” 
 
As children of light, we need to shine.  We need to be savvy and wise about our shining 
and using our gifts well.  How can we do better engaging all that is wrong in this world? 
We must remember the gifts that we have and then we must be smart in using those 
gifts to change this world. 
 
Are you good at finances? Can you use your gifts to teach those who don’t know how to 
budget their money? 
 
Are you good at Math?  Can you tutor those children who can’t afford tutors? 
Are you good at finding a bargain?  Can you shop for the food pantry making those 
dollars go farther? 
 
Are you good at raising money? At seminary, I remember my friend’s 11 year old.  She 
could sell anything to anybody. She sold so many pizza’s around campus to people her 
mother barely knew that her mother’s Honda civic was filled to the brim when delivery 
time came and her daughter raised lots of money for her school. If you are good at 
raising money, how can you help raise money for those in need? 
 
That’s the kind of hustle we need to have with using our gifts for God’s work. That’s the 
kind of hustle and wiseness I believe Jesus is encouraging us to have for God’s work. 
 
We live in a world where people are encouraged to hustle for themselves and to be wise 
for themselves.  And Jesus says no – if you are one of my followers, if you are one of 
the children of light then you need to be using all you got – your talents, your skills, and 
your money to hustle to change this world. And to be clear, this gospel is all about 
money because at the end, Jesus says you cannot serve God and wealth.  Our main 
purpose as the children of light is not to save ourselves and to save up money. It is to 
save the world. This is how we shine. 



 
I hadn’t expected to be able to bring in our fall pledge campaign theme into my sermon 
today, but Bishop’s Wright’s words connected for me with the gospel and with our 
theme which is Shining our Light. Our pledge campaign prayer begins, “Come, Holy 
Spirit, come and let our light shine”  
 
How will we let our light shine in this world?  And how can we be shrewd and smart 
about it, because Jesus needs us to hustle.  This world is in desperate need of our 
shining. I invite you to pray with me the prayer on your Stewardship newsletter which is 
about shining our light. 
 
Come Holy Spirit come and let our light shine. God, in your infinite generosity you have 
created a world with resources to sustain all of your children with abundance of food, 
work and recreation. With the help of the Holy Spirit, let us to let our light shine so 
brightly the whole world can witness your glory.  In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 


