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“All things come of thee O Lord and of thy own have we given thee.”  These are the 
words we all say together at the 8 am service when we present the gifts at the altar.  I 
hold up the gifts of our money that we present to God and the gifts of bread and wine 
that we consecrate for the sacred meal we are about to share. At the 10 am we sing, 
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here 
below, Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Both 
are very similar in that both praise God and acknowledge that all things come from God 
but what I really like about the 8 am is that we acknowledge what we are bringing is of 
God or from God when we say, “Of thy own have we given thee.” 
 
 I like this because it reminds me all we have is not ours which we tend to forget. Yes it 
is you might say.  I worked hard for my money and it is mine! We forget that we come 
into this world with nothing, and we leave it with nothing.  I remember hearing a fellow 
priest say “I’ve never seen a u haul following a hearse.  None of us can take it with us.”  
How many families are left to clean out their loved ones treasured possessions many of 
which they don’t exactly treasure as much? But that’s the message we hear each and 
every day. You need more and what you have, hold on tight to it.  You don’t have 
enough. 
 
That is why we talk about giving away our money at church. It is easy to forget that all 
we have comes from God. Jesus talked a lot about money because even 2000 years 
ago money was getting in the way of our life with God. It is not just about giving money 
to the church. It is about our giving away our money being good for our faith. Money is 
probably the number one thing that gets in the way of our faith in God.  We constantly 
hear so many messages that it us all up to us.  It is all about us.  It all belongs to us. 
 
For me it comes down to this - God has given us everything.  We see this in our Old 
testament reading, “So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field 
and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; 
and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave 
names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the 
man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place 
with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman 
and brought her to the man.”  This is echoed in our gospel when we hear that, “But from 
the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man 



shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.”  
 
This story from Genesis reflects how much God gives us.  God provides companionship 
for us even when God should be enough. God has man name all the animals and if you 
read more of Genesis, you will hear that God gives humans dominion over the animals 
and the all the plants for our food.   
 
So how much should we give?  The bible tells us 1/10 of all that we have – the tithe. I 
remember the first time I calculated what 1/10 of my salary was.  It was close to half my 
rent and at the time since only one person in our household was working, and we 
usually just made ends meet each month. I thought it was impossible. I always admired 
those who grew up tithing, because they don’t even think about it.  They just do it, 
because that’s what you give back to God. Back when I first calculated what a tithe 
would be, I was working as a scientist.  Another colleague was a church goer and 
somehow we got to talking about giving to the church and he mentioned that he and his 
wife tithed.  His wife didn’t work and they had a new baby.  “How does that work?” I 
said.  He replied, “It just does.” He had tithed all his life and I the daughter of a priest 
had not been taught to. My parents gave generously to the church.  They just never 
talked about how much they gave. 
 
So I started giving something and built up from there.  The interesting thing was that the 
more my faith grew, the more I gave.  When I was ordained a priest, I remember the 
day our monthly seminar for new priests was about tithing and how we needed to set an 
example for our parishioners. I couldn’t see how that was going to work.  I was living in 
a basement apartment in DC and that took over half my salary. I just couldn’t do it.   
So I started with a percentage of my salary and I worked to increase my percentage 
from there.  Finally, after 7 or 8 years after I was ordained and while I was at St. Peter’s, 
I was able to get to 10%.  Of course, it was 10% of my salary when I was living in the 
rectory and didn’t get a housing stipend. It was also after taxes.  Today what I give is 
10% of my salary including housing and still after taxes.  Every year I continue to try to 
increase.   
 
I tell you my story because I know tithing is daunting for many of us. I encourage you to 
work towards to the tithe by thinking about what percent you are giving away. Don’t get 
lost in the details of whether it is before or after taxes. It is not a competition with 
anybody else. I believe God asks us to give back whether it is to the church or to other 
places and that as long as we are intentional and faithful about that giving, we will be 
giving as God invites us to.  
 



So take a look at what you are giving away to others and it doesn’t have to be just to the 
church, but St. Peter’s is a great place to give to as we work to change lives. There is a 
chart in our stewardship newsletter instead of the usual article.  Take it home.  Figure 
out your weekly giving to St. Peter’s and other places.  See find your percentage giving 
on the chart and then look at the column to the left, and see if you can increase your 
giving by one percent or more.  
 
I haven’t done my final discernment of what I will give next year. Last night I calculated 
my weekly giving which is $121 a week.  I like to give monthly so I had to do some 
calculating. One percent is only $1.21 more so I am thinking I will probably try to do 
more than that. I don’t give to St. Peter’s just because I just want to set an example of 
giving generously.  I give because I believe in the ministry that is happening here.   
 
When our stewardship team came up with the theme for our pledge campaign – Lives 
are being changed at St. Peter’s. Come Join in, we began name the ways lives are 
being changed here and the energy in the room escalated. We have been sharing those 
stories in our weekly stewardship newsletter and I hope you will keep reading them over 
the next several weeks as you pray about what you will give to St. Peter’s over the next 
few weeks. And most of all remember,  
 
“All things come of thee O Lord and of thy own have we given thee.”   
	
	


