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This week I received the following email forward which I think was just about my most 
favorite email forward ever.  
 
A man and his dog were walking along a road. The man was enjoying the scenery, 
when it suddenly occurred to him that he was dead. He remembered dying and that the 
dog walking beside him had been dead for years. He wondered where the road was 
leading them. 
  
After a while, they came to a high, white stone like marble and a tall arch that glowed in 
the sunlight. There was a magnificent pearly gate in the arch and the path leading to the 
gate looked like pure gold. There was a man at a desk to one side and the man with the 
dog called out to the man at the desk and said – What is this place?  The man at the 
desk said, This is heaven. 
 
Wow the other man said.  Would you happen to have some water?  The man at the 
desk said – sure.  I’ll have a cup of ice water brought up for you.  The gate began to 
open and the man asked if his dog could come in as well.  The man at the desk said – 
sorry. We don’t accept pets. 
 
The man thought a moment and then turned back toward the road and continued the 
way he had been going with his dog. After another long walk, he came to a dirt road 
leading through a farm gate that looked as if it had never been closed. There was no 
fence. As he approached the gate, he saw a man inside, leaning against a tree and 
reading a book. “Excuse me!” he called to the man. “Do you have any water?” 
  
“Yeah, sure, there's a pump over there, Come on in.”  
 
“How about my friend here?” the traveler gestured to the dog. “There should be a bowl 
by the pump,” said the man. 
  
They went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an old-fashioned hand pump 
with a bowl beside it. The traveler filled the water bowl and took a long drink himself, 
then he gave some to the dog. When they were full, he and the dog walked back toward 
the man who was standing by the tree.  
 
“What do you call this place?” the traveler asked.  “This is Heaven,” he answered. “Well, 
that's confusing,” the traveler said. “The man down the road said that was Heaven, too.” 
 
Oh, you mean the place with the gold street and pearly gates? Nope. That's Hell.” 
“Doesn't it make you mad for them to use your name like that?” “No, we're just happy 
that they screen out the folks who would leave their best friends behind.” 
 
So what does this have to do with our scripture readings. Well my first connection 



between this story was to the gospel in that, in the following story, there was a test and 
the response of letting the love of his dog guide him what helped the man find heaven.  
In the gospel, Jesus is also put to the test and his response is all about love.  
 
Let’s take a look at the gospel. The Sadducees have just finished testing Jesus and he 
has silenced them with his response and now the Pharisees try asking – which is the 
greatest commandment of all.  Jesus is not being asked to pick the most important of 
the 10 commandments.  Jesus is being asked to choose from the 613 commandments 
given to the Jewish people in the Torah. Jesus responds to the question with “’You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 
If we truly want to follow Jesus, then this is what we must do - love God and love our 
neighbor.  Following Jesus is to let love guide our every action just as the man did in the 
first story.  The man walked away from what he thought was heaven because of love 
and that love guided him to the true heaven. 
 
If you have any experience with love you will know how challenging it is.  At times loving 
the love of your life is challenging.  Never mind loving someone you don’t like or who 
drives you crazy.  Loving is hard. Jesus is commanding us to do the hard work of loving.  
This is what we are commanded to do in all our relationships at home with our family, at 
work, on the street, in the grocery store, on the soccer field, as you wait with other 
parents at the pool or at the senior center or in the food pantry or at the St. Peter’s 
Tricky Trays.  In all these places, Jesus calls us to love, to act lovingly, to let love guide 
us.  
 
Why I think being a part of a church community is important because it is one of the few 
places in this world where we are intentionally reminded to love.  
In other places we gather, we may welcome and work with others, but when we start to 
disagree or when we hold different opinions about what it means to kneel when during 
the national anthem or whether black lives or blue lives matter, all the chips are down.  
Sides are taken and there is little that is done to come back together.  
 
In Christian community, we act out of love even when we disagree.  This love is not an 
emotional love. It is the love that cares for the other even when we completely disagree 
with them. It is the love where we do not leave anyone behind to the best of our ability.  
This love guides us to help those who are hungry or in pain or who are lost.  
 
In many ways, our whole stewardship campaign has been about loving.  Over the past 
month, we have heard parishioners talk about why they love St. Peter’s.  They can tell 
those stories because someone or perhaps several ‘someones’ loved them. Our theme 
for the stewardship season has been – Welcome! Come take your place among us. 
That welcome flows out of the love we have for God and the love we have for one 
another. 
 



At the 10 am service, during October, we have sung the hymn from LEVAS, I’m going to 
eat at the welcome table. Our stewardship team chose this hymn because it reminds us 
of our welcome we offer and our invitation to join us at the table. Here at the end of 
annual stewardship campaign, we will gather at the welcome table -– the welcome table 
of our celebration of the Eucharist and the welcome table of sharing a meal after 
service. Do we do it perfectly?  By no means, but we work to love.  
 
On this day of celebration, let us remember to let ourselves be guided by love all that 
we do. When we do that we will find that we truly are saying to one another,  “Welcome. 
Come take your place among us.”  
	
	


