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In our gospel this morning, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar calls out for help from Jesus as 
he is passing by, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”  The crowd tries to shush 
him. but he is not to be denied and continues to call out even more loudly - “Son of 
David have mercy on me.” I find what happens next very interesting. Jesus stood still 
and told them to call him here.  Jesus stood still!  I find it very interesting that Jesus 
standing still was noted. Why not just say to call Bartimaeus over?  
 
I wonder if the pause is because Jesus has been recognized by a blind man. 
Bartimaeus calls Jesus Son of David which is calling him the Messiah since it was 
expected that the Messiah would come from David’s line. Bartimaeus recognizes Jesus 
and I think Jesus stands still to see who it is that has recognized him.  The crowd, now 
after being given instruction by Jesus. tells Bartimaeus to take heart or take courage. 
Get up. He is calling you.  Bartimaeus springs up, throws off his cloak and goes over to 
Jesus.  When Jesus asks what he can do for him?  Bartimaeus asks to see and with a 
phrase ‘Go your faith has made you well’, Jesus heals him and Bartimaeus follows him.   
 
It is interesting that the blind man can see what the crowd does not, and that the crowd 
does not see the blind man as someone deserving of Jesus’ help until Jesus steps in. In 
the end, it all works out.  Bartimaeus calls out loudly and will not be silenced.  Once 
Jesus speaks to the crowd, they go from silencing him to encouraging him. Then Jesus 
heals Bartimaeus.  Oh that this could happen for all the people in this world who are in 
need of healing! There are many names on my prayer list which I go through every day 
during my prayer time and I would say the majority of those prayers are for people to be 
healed. Sometimes there is healing and sometimes there is not.  What can I bring to my 
prayers asking for healing from this story of Jesus and Bartimaeus? 
 
One is that we must cry out.  We must be persistent in our prayer and when others try to 
shush us, we must not give up or be silent. I know it is hard, but we must keep praying 
because we don’t know what paths will be offered and they may look quite different from 
what we expected. I believe our calling our helps us see those paths being offered. 
 
The second point I take from this story is that it requires Jesus stepping in.  With one 
command, Jesus turned the crowds from shushing to encouraging. After he tells them to 
call Bartimaeus her, they now tell Bartimaeus, ‘Take courage. Get up he is calling you.’  
What is Jesus saying to you?  Are you shushing or are you encouraging a person in 
need of healing?  How are you helping the one who is crying out? Sometimes it is the 
changed crowd that makes a difference.  Are you part of the crowd that needs to be 
changed to help the one in need? 
 
And then finally, say what you want from Jesus.  Imagine Jesus in front of you saying – 
What do you want me to do for you? What will be your reply?   I was talking to someone 
yesterday about her family’s situation. She updated me as to what was going on and at 



the end she said please pray for us and I said, “I will and with detail!” She appreciated 
that. I believe we need to be clear to Jesus about in asking for we want. 
I believe God hears us and sometimes our prayers are answered in the way that we 
want.  Sometimes they are answered in a way that we have yet to understand. October 
is Breast Cancer Awareness month and there are so many stories of folks who have 
fought it and survived and that is an amazing blessing.  Please take a moment to think 
of anyone you know who has survived breast cancer or any other kind of cancer or 
illness and say a special prayer. 
 
At the same time, there are so many who haven’t survived.  This past summer, two of 
the women who I work out with lost a family member, Kayleigh Galante, to breast 
cancer at the age of 32. It was heartbreaking to see someone who should have had so 
much life ahead of them pass away. So now take a moment to hold up all those who 
you have lost to breast cancer, any other kind of cancer or other illness. 
 
There are so many other places in our world that need healing. After a week of pipe 
bombs being sent in the mail and then yesterday a horrific shooting at the Tree of Life 
synagogue in Philadelphia, we need healing of our hatred that seems to be pervading 
our culture. You may say – what can I do here in Perth Amboy or wherever you happen 
to be?  We are all connected and our prayers for healing and our voices of 
encouragement like the crowd are needed in this world.  We must pray for those with 
hate in their hearts and we must speak up for those who are being hurt by hate. 
 
Miracle healings do happen and at other times they do not.  In many cases, God works 
in our lives in ways that we can never truly understand, but even when healing does not 
happen as we want it, look for what else might be happening.  Keep on crying out to the 
Lord.  Encourage rather than silence others whether it be through your words or actions. 
Tell Jesus what you need.  
 
Let us call out to Jesus in our need of healing. Jesus will stand still and listen to us.  We 
may be healed as we desire and we may not be healed as we desire, but know that 
whatever happens God will be holding us and our loved ones.  


