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I find this parable hard to hear and it is not just because it Is a challenging parable, but 
because there is so much death and includes the burning of town so in the aftermath of 
Las Vegas and the fires in California, I have decided to retell the story – not to soften 
the consequences, but to help us to hear the story 
 
So let us suppose that there was a business man in Perth Amboy.  He had done well for 
himself and was very excited that his son at 44 years old was finally getting married. His 
son was an only child.  His mom had died when he was young and he seemed more 
interested in working that getting married.  But he had met someone and the 
businessman liked her a lot and was thrilled at the prospect of this marriage.  He didn’t 
know who to invite.  He too was an only child and so there were no cousins or much 
family.  However, he was decided to invite his business associates and friends in this 
city whom he had known for 40 years.  They had seen his son grow up. They would be 
an amazing bunch to celebrate with. And so he sent out the invitations to the few family 
members and to his friends in the city. To his surprise the response date came and 
went with little response.  The businessman had his admin call up those who had been 
invited just to make sure they got the email and said yes that they did, but weren’t sure 
if they could make it because of upcoming obligations but they were waiting to see. 
They would let him know.  
 
It got to be the day before the wedding and knowing that those who were invited were 
considering coming, he had kept the numbers with the caterer as was expected.  
However, on that day his admin kept getting calls that most of the invitees were no able 
to make it for one reason or another. They all had something more important to do.  The 
business man was furious. He resolved not to ever do any business with those who had 
refused his invitation and he also posted a few snarky comments on Facebook.  He just 
couldn’t help himself.  
 
And then he told his admin.  Everything is prepared.  The wedding is tomorrow, can you 
send our people into the streets to invite anyone who might come.  This needs to be a 
celebration. I want people here.  Go to the train station and give invitations to those 
hanging out there.  Go to the senior center on Olive street and see if anyone wants to 
come.  Go to the YMCA and see if there is anyone Pastor Berny could tell you to invite.  
And tell them not to worry about being dressed.  With the invitation, I will give a clothing 
voucher to those clothing stores on Smith Street so they can find something to wear.  It 
doesn’t need to be fancy, just clean. 
 
Many people who got this invitation were excited and came.  There were excited about 
a good dinner, clothes and a chance to celebrate with a business man from the 
community.  But there was one person who accepted the invitation, but decided not to 
take advantage of the voucher to get some new clothes.  He wanted a meal, but 
couldn’t bother to make the effort to go to the store and get the clothes. When the 



businessman saw that he hadn’t made the effort, he asked him what had happened and 
the man stood speechless.  The business man shook his head and had security throw 
the man out.   
 
What I hear at the center of this parable is invitation. God’s really wants us to come to 
the banquet.  Look at the lengths the business man went to get his guests to come and 
then the people off the street. God’s invitation is loud and clear. 
 
The question is how will we respond?  Are you refusing the invitation to the wedding 
banquet? Are you putting off responding?  Are you thinking of all the things you 
could/need to be doing instead?  Are you looking for excuses to not accept God’s 
invitation? Are you choosing to work when not needed to stay away from God’s call to 
the banquet? Or perhaps you have accepted the invitation, but come without the 
wedding garment.  You are not fully in.  You come just because.  You come without 
respect or commitment.  Perhaps you come just to look good.  And do not fall into the 
trap of looking to see how others are responding to God’s call.  Only God knows their 
response even though it might seem that they are not responding. Only God knows 
what is in our hearts. 
 
I think we go through life every day and perhaps every hour figuring out how we accept 
the invitation to this banquet God is inviting us too.  Some days we get it right and some 
days we get it wrong.  Some hours we get it right and other hours we get it wrong. But 
God always continues to invite. How do we accept the invitation? We do so by living as 
Jesus showed is how to live which is so beautifully described in our baptismal covenant.  
We accept God’s invitation by participating in the apostles teaching and fellowship and 
prayers, by seeking and serving Christ in all persons, by loving our neighbor and 
fighting for justice for all. 
 
Today as Reese Jane is brought for baptism, her parents and godparents say yes to 
God’s invitation.  They say yes to God for Reese.  In time, she will have to figure out 
how she will say yes and when and where she will say yes. All of us promise help her 
with this work – the same work we struggle with each and every day.  
 
So today, ask yourself how God is inviting you to the banquet table. Will you accept the 
invitation?  What is getting in the way?  God is longing for us to come to that banquet.  
Let us accept that invitation and join the party. 


