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Is the Lord among us or not?  Really Israelites? After all that God has done for you, this 
is what you ask? I find myself getting frustrated with the Israelites in our Old Testament 
reading this morning.  They are complaining again. They are in the wilderness with no 
water and they quarrel with Moses and demand water to drink. They are not just 
quarrelling with Moses.  They are testing the Lord and Moses calls them out on it.  And 
this is where I really don’t understand. After all that God has done for them, how can 
they not trust in the Lord?  Think about it. God sent plagues so that Pharaoh would let 
them go.  When Pharaoh changed his mind and sent the army after them, God created 
a path through the red sea for them to escape.  God guided them by a cloud by day and 
a pillar of fire by night.  When they had no food, God sent them manna for bread and 
quails for meat.  And now they are at Rephidim without water, they are not able to trust 
that the Lord will provide.  They have had so many physical and powerful 
demonstrations of God’s presence with them, how can they doubt so quickly? This is 
what I pondered this week as I tried to see it from the Israelite’s perspective.  This week 
was also the time we really started to really hear the stories of those affected by the 
recent Hurricanes especially in the islands.   
 
In these stories, I have also heard how traumatized those who went through those huge 
storms are. Being battered by winds which sound like a freight train that goes on for 
hours upon hours and hearing the structure you are in being taken apart takes its toll. 
We have heard stories of those who were evacuated with nothing but the clothes on 
their back. We have heard about those in shelters and that if you were on one of the 
islands, you might find yourself in a shelter in a different country.  Medicines are going 
bad because of no refrigeration. Many are waiting for food and water. Many have lost 
everything they owned. With all that has gone on, I am sure that even though many are 
grateful to God to survive the storm, even though they are thankful for any food, water 
and supplies that they may have received, that with all that has happened trusting that 
God will show up again and again is a challenge.  
 
It occurred to me that perhaps the Israelites were in a similar place.  They must have 
left pretty much everything behind when they escaped. They were chased by the 
Egyptian army and escaped by going through a sea with the fear of being caught or the 
sea collapsing on them which must have been traumatizing.  And now people who lived 
in a city, are out wandering in the with no steady source of food.  With such experiences 
of trauma and need even knowing what God has done for them in the recent past, I can 
see that they still fear for what is to come. Perhaps the most beautiful part of this 
passage is that God doesn’t get angry with the people with their complaining and 
testing.   God shows up and tells Moses what to do and water gushes out of the rock.  
That gift is given to us as well. 
 
This week, I heard several people say that with all that is going on in the world, God 
must be punishing us. Let me say that I do not believe God is punishing us.  That is not 
the loving and present God I know.  I will admit that it does seem as everything is falling 



apart. We have had earthquakes, two category 5 hurricanes, another hurricane that 
dumped 40 to 60 inches of rain on Texas and Louisiana. We are finding out how bad 
the conditions are in Puerto Rico, Anguilla, Barbuda, the Virgin Islands.  I found it hard 
to get updates on Texas and Florida, but I know they are struggling. I know is that 
people are crying out in need and that they have a right to cry out.  For those of us not 
affected by the hurricane, we too are crying out. We are crying out for our brothers and 
sisters who are in need.   
 
I know God is present with us now, because I know how God was present with the 
Israelites.  Gods is present with those affected by the hurricane who do not know how to 
take one step forward.  God is with those in need of water and food. God is with those 
who have been battered by the wind and the rain.  God is with us as we worry and pray 
for those in who were affected by the hurricane. The Old Testament reading of God 
being present with the Israelites shows us God is present with us now and that we need 
to take time to see where God is present. Who is being Moses among us?  Who is 
leading us to that water gushing out?  
 
Here is how I have seen God present in these times and I know there are many more 
instances.  We have one parishioner who lives in Sayreville who has spent 4-5 hours a 
day helping to pack a container with supplies that will be headed to Texas.  I don’t know 
where she finds the time since she works and has a family, but God is working through 
her. God is present with us.  I see God working in this city of Perth Amboy which 
collected supplies for Texas and is now collecting supplies for Puerto Rico.  I watched I 
see God working with another of our parishioners is helping to organize supplies to 
send to Anguilla and St. Martin for which St. Peter’s will be the collection location. 
 
My friends, trust that God is present whether God is showing up as God’s presence, 
through prayers or through our actions.  God is always present no matter what we 
encounter. Trust that God is present in all that is going on in this world.  God’s presence 
is our way forward and our salvation.  
 


