
Persevering towards Christ        Anne-Marie Jeffery 
Matthew 21:33-46               October 8, 2017 

Now I know West Indians do not have a lock on this trait that I am about to describe. I believe it also 
is alive and well in many cultures and traditions.  The trait I describe is stubbornness which could also 
be called perseverance. This is the trait that my West Indian parents taught me as I endured 10 years 
of piano lessons when after a year I wanted to stop, but they wouldn’t let me. This is the trait that 
most likely got me a Ph. D. in Physics even though I knew that I was not happy in this work.  This is 
the trait that encourages me and others to press on to the end no matter the pain and the signs that 
say maybe you should be doing something else. 

We hear a similar theme in Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Paul was insistent that one can never give 
up, but must press on. He is speaking of himself. He says, “This one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” I want to note that Paul’s description of perseverance is 
different from the perseverance I first described.  The difference is that Paul is not talking about 
keeping on with piano lessons or working to achieving our work goals. Paul is talking about 
perseverance of soul, of looking forward toward Christ with a single-minded purpose.  This is our call 
to go forward longing to know Christ and the power of his resurrection. Looking forward to Christ 
undergirds our life and guides us through the storms of life.  However, at times we lose our focus. 
Satan loves to distract us and have us look away from our trust and love in Christ.   

Last Monday morning, I found myself looking away from Christ in that I found myself losing hope and 
falling into despair. I had worked hard on last Sunday’s sermon proclaiming hope in the aftermath of 
an unprecedented hurricane season along with earthquakes in Mexico.  And then on Monday 
morning, I woke up to hear about the tragedy in Las Vegas. I heard about 50 dead and 200 injured 
and those numbers went up to 59 dead and 500 plus injured.  My first response was “I can’t even…”  
I can’t even tell you what I couldn’t do.  I was stuck.  I was frozen.  I didn’t even know how to be. I 
scoured the Facebook pages of my friends who are talented in putting forth the right words, but there 
was nothing to be found.  It was just too much! I suspect many of us are in that place.  It is all just too 
much.  

Even as much as I know Christ is with us, I still struggled with finding hope in the mess our world is in. 
I found myself being tempted into despair and giving up.  This is where the persistence Paul talks 
about comes in.  This is where we press on to the goal towards God’s call in Jesus Christ.  It takes 
focus and it takes trust in Christ which comes out of prayer, study of scripture and having the support 
of others attempting the same perseverance around us. And this perseverance is needed because 
you know what – Satan or the evil forces in this world want us Christians to be in despair.  Whatever 
those forces are – they want us to give up – give up on praying, give up on doing and give up on 
fighting for justice.  Perhaps that is why Paul is so insistent about perseverance in his letter to the 
Philippians. This is my message to you today.  Don’t give up. Don’t let Satan distract you. Focus on 
Christ. Focus on his love.  Focus on his presence in the midst of the world falling apart around us.   

How do we do persevere in focusing on Christ when we start losing hope? I found one way in an old 
quote from Mr. Rogers who once said “When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, 
my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.” In 
the helpers, I see Christ at work.  In the footage from Las Vegas, we saw those helpers. There were 
scores of people running into the mayhem, not away from it, to see how they could help the injured 
and dying. People got the injured to the hospital any way they could - carrying them on fences and 
driving them in their cars even though they were bleeding. I do not believe God allows these terrible 
things to happen. These terrible events may have to do with the free choice that God gives all of us in 



which some of us choose to do evil. However, I believe God shows up in all terrible times we 
encounter in this world and time. 

So do not let the onslaught of disaster and terror distract you from Christ presence among us.  Christ 
is here.  Christ is right alongside us.  Stay focused on Christ. Look for the helpers.  Be a helper.  Do 
not get distracted by the naysayers who say God has abandoned us. Do not get distracted by all that 
is coming at us.  Keep your eyes on Christ knowing that Christ is with us no matter what.  Listen 
carefully and be part of Christ’ work as you can.  Never give up. Press on to the goal towards God’s 
call in Jesus Christ. 

	 	



	


