
Dear St. Peter’s                 Anne-Marie Jeffery 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10          October 22, 2017 

Imagine if St. Peter’s received a letter like the one that Paul writes to the Christian 
community at Thessalonica from our 2nd reading. It really is a wonderful letter. Here are 
some of the key points of the letter. 

• We always thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly.  
• When you heard the Message of God, it wasn’t just words. Something happened 

in you.  
• Wherever we go we find people telling us about your faith in God.  
• We don’t need to tell them about it, for they keep talking about the wonderful 

welcome you gave us and how you turned away from idols to serve the living and 
true God. 1 

What would our letter say? I think this is a great thing to ponder at this Stewardship 
season as we think about what we love and value about St. Peter’s and ask ourselves 
how much we will give next year to support this ministry that happens here. 

We are a different community from the people in Thessalonica and separated by 2000 
years and yet I hear at least one similarity. The similarity I hear is welcome. Paul says 
that the people they encounter who have been with the community at Thessalonica talk 
about their wonderful welcome.  For the past three weeks, we have had and will again 
today, one of our parishioners describing why they love St. Peter’s.  What is interesting 
is there has been a theme of what our speakers have described which is welcome.  
They love that St. Peter’s works to welcome all. And this is not a light fluffy welcome.  
This is a deep life changing welcome.  

I think welcome is in the DNA of St. Peter’s for 300 plus years.  Last Sunday, Doug 
Sheldon in his talk described how amazing it was when in 1941 Canon Boyd said there 
would no longer be a separate service for black people.  Cedie Richardson described 
our welcome to people of all ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds. This was seen 
when Father Rod and others worked to have a Spanish service 30 years ago to find 
ways to welcome the community around us that was rapidly becoming Spanish 
speaking. Your welcome was again present when you called a rector who was not male, 
not white and not straight as all of the other of the other rectors had been – at least as 
far as we know regarding that last part.  

So welcome would be at the top of our letter and that is a great gift we have.  But what 
else? We have many many gifts that come with our welcome.  There are so many 
things this community does.  Last week, at our Way of St. Paul team meeting which is 
our growth initiative, Ralph Richardson commented about an exercise we had done at 
the Way of St. Paul Kick off event where we named all the things about St. Peter’s that 
we celebrate.  Ralph said – why can’t I remember all the wonderful things happening 
here at St. Peters by myself as he looked at the list which included Chili Church, 
opening our doors for community events and gatherings, Bible Study, food pantry, and 



more. That is because we cannot do any of this by ourselves.  We do all of this ministry 
as a community and in community – even remembering what we do.   

My invitation to you today is think about what we would write in a letter to our 
community about what we love and value about St. Peter’s. There are cards in your 
pews for you to write on with the words “Dear St. Peter’s…” and I invite you think about 
what in the past year has been most meaningful for you at St. Peter’s and write at least 
one thing you would put in a letter to the community about what has been good for you 
in the last year. 

What has touched your heart or strengthened your soul?  A sermon? Hospital Visits?  
Bible Study?  The outreach programs like the food pantry and community garden? 
Social events like the Ice cream social or Caribbean night?  Worship? Serving by taking 
a role in our worship, visiting the sick, singing on the choir and much more that I am 
forgetting?  So much happens here.  You don’t need to put down everything just one or 
at two things.  I will find a way to post all of our cards and in that way we will create our 
own letter to the our community of St. Peters. And if you are a visitor and maybe your 
first time, ask yourself what has been good so far in your experience at St. Peter’s, and 
write that down as a piece of our letter to our community. Maybe it was a handshake or 
a smile as you came in. 

I got excited thinking about all that is happening at St. Peter’s. I had been struggling 
about whether I should increase my pledge this year which is $496 per month or $115 
per week.  Could I do a little more? The answer was yes.  I see so many good things 
happening here. I see hope being proclaimed and people finding ways to know and love 
God.  I see lives being changed and the community being invited in.  

Many of us have tight budgets, but every day we make decisions on how to spend the 
money that comes to us.   Some are on a fixed income and have to be careful in order 
to have enough to live.  But look at what you spend money on.  Are you happy with the 
distribution?  Could you give away more whether it be to St. Peter’s or somewhere 
else? If you stop at Dunkin Donuts every day, what do you spend? How does that 
compare to what you give to St. Peter’s every week?  I looked at how much I spend on 
doing CrossFit every month which is $28 per week. I love the workouts at the Crossfit 
gym, but the work of this church is my heart and I was glad that my giving reflects that.  
I am going to increase what I give this next year by $10 a week. I have also pledged to 
a monthly contribution to help Pastor Berny with her work with the homeless in Perth 
Amboy and that is part of my giving.  

We have a special place here at St. Peter’s and good ministry is happening here.  I 
can’t wait to see our combined letter to ourselves.  Please pray about how much you will 
give to the work the community of St. Peter’s does in this place.  Consider whether you 
are able to give more. And continue to pray for the ministry of St Peter’s in this place 
and time.  


