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In our gospel, we hear about truth. Jesus tells Pilate – For this I was born and for this I 
came into this world to testify to the truth. What is this truth that Jesus is talking about? 
When you hear the word ‘truth’ what comes to mind?  (ask for responses) 
 
I looked up a definition for truth which was - that which is in accordance with fact or 
reality or a fact or belief that is accepted as true. Right there, you can see that there can 
be many truths depending on your reality or the facts you believe. It is probably why on 
one of the morning news shows that I was watching Thanksgiving morning, was 
recommending not to talk about politics at Thanksgiving gatherings. Telling our truth 
about difficult topics can be very hard since we all experience different realities and 
believe different things.  However, I think Jesus has something to teach us about his 
truth. 
 
To get some context, our gospel is happening hours before Jesus’ crucifixion and 
tensions are running high. The Jewish religious authorities have turned Jesus over to 
Pilate accusing him of claiming that he is the king. This was a problem since the only 
king was to be Caesar.  Pilate begins with the root of what seems to be the problem –
Are you the king of the Jews?  Jesus responds with a question – are you asking or did 
others tell you to ask?  
 
Pilate is like – look I am not a Jew. Your people have handed you over.  What have you 
done? Jesus replies that his kingdom is not of this world.  Aha!  Pilate must have felt he 
is getting in idea of what is going on. Jesus has mentioned a kingdom. Pilate then asks, 
“So you are a king?” Jesus answers, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.” If you read the next verse after the end of our gospel, Pilate asks, 
“What is truth?”, but Jesus gives no answer. 
 
These are some of the last words Jesus will say.  He says that his purpose to testify to 
the truth.  What is this truth Jesus is speaking about? What is truth? That is Pilate’s 
question. This is the question I ask as well.  I want Jesus to say more.  Flesh it out 
Jesus. Give us some examples so we can understand. 
 
I love what one commentator1 suggests. She writes that Jesus’ reply to Pilate is with the 
whole of his life: “You’re looking at it,” his silence implies. “You’re looking at the truth.  I 
am the truth."  In other words, truth isn’t an instrument, a weapon, or a slogan we can 
smack on a refrigerator magnet. The truth is Jesus.  The life of Jesus, the way of Jesus, 
the love of Jesus. 
 
It makes sense to me that there are no words to describe the truth Jesus presents us 
with. We come to understand truth through Jesus - in his words, his life, in how he 

																																																								
1	Debie Thomas https://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/2014-the-king-of-truth 



taught us how to live. Jesus teaches us the truth of God and what God invites us to be. 
The truth Jesus teaches us is not to rely wonderful and majestic buildings as we heard 
in our gospel last week but rather to look for what truly lasts.  
 
We find Jesus’ truth in how we are to live, in Jesus eating with sinners and those society 
would reject. We find truth in how he cares for children picking them up and naming 
those little ones as those we must care for. We see Jesus’ truth in his healing of others. 
We also see this truth in his call for us to love one another and to serve one another. 
We see it in when Jesus overturns tables in the temple because he is upset about the 
corruption. We see it in how Jesus shows us to pray.  
 
Think about all the stories of Jesus that we hear. Hear all the ways he asks us to live.  
Hear how he calls us to live the truth of being people who live loving and liberating lives.  
If this sounds familiar, it comes from the presiding bishop’s call to live a way of love. 
 
This is Jesus’ truth that we do not rely on the kingdoms of the world or the things of the 
world.  We rely on God’s love and the expression of that love in our lives.  This is truth 
that Jesus taught us. And perhaps the morning news people had it right.  Our 
discussions around the Thanksgiving tables or other places may well not be able to 
change each other’s truth, but perhaps how we live our lives will speak the truth of 
Jesus Christ that we are trying to live to others. 
 
This is what our baptism calls us to.  If you look at the five promises we make as part of 
our baptismal covenant after the promises that come from the Apostle Creed about God 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, you will hear that we promise to follow in the 
apostles teaching, in the prayers and the breaking of the bread. We promise to 
persevere in resisting evil and to repent and return to the Lord when we do not. We 
promise to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, and to seek and serve Christ in all 
persons. We promise to strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? These promises do a great job of describing how Jesus 
invites to live his truth.  
 
So I invite you to live Jesus’ truth – the truth that does not rely on buildings or on 
status.  Live your life as Christ lived his life. Embody Christ and be the truth that speaks 
out against injustice and wrongs. Be the truth that demands we love everyone around 
us.  Be the truth that does not play it safe and steps up to protect those in need. Let's 
live our lives in such a way as to make plain Jesus’ truth to all. 


