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Every time I hear the parable of the talents, I think about stockbrokers and decided to rewrite the 
parable of the talents using stockbrokers.  So there was a rich man who goes to his investment firm.    
Perhaps he and his wife have done really well in their business and want to give back.  They want to 
invest a lot of money and to use the return on that money to do good.  They are leaving for Africa to 
build a hospital and plan to be gone a year maybe two, and in the mean time they are asking three of 
the stockbrokers at their investment firm to personally manage three different amounts of money.   
 
The first stockbroker, Pam, was given 5 million and she excitedly went off to design a perfect 
portfolio - a mix of growth stocks that typically produce the highest total return.  The second 
stockbroker, Tom, was given 2 million and he too was excited.  He had some ideas about how to 
invest this money and make it work. He was thinking about high yield blue chip stocks that might 
bring great results. The third stockbroker, Billy, was given 1 million.  He wasn’t that excited about this 
whole project.  He wasn’t sure why he was still at the investment firm and didn’t know why he was 
included.  He suspected they wanted him to mess up so he could be fired.  His plan was not to lose 
any money so at least they couldn’t blame him for that.  So he got the one million in cash and put it 
in a safety deposit box.   
 
So after two years in which the stock market performance has been unprecedented (remember this 
is a parable about the kingdom of God), the man comes back.  The stockbroker who was given the 5 
million came in and she said – Excellent news! I’ve doubled your investment.  The man was thrilled.  
Oh my goodness – you have made so much possible for our hospital. Well done!  Well done! Then 
the second stockbroker came in and he said, I’ve doubled your investment as well. Your account is 
now 4 million.  The man said what wonderful news. You have made it possible for children in Africa 
to be cared for.  Finally, the third stockbroker came into the room and said – here is your million 
dollars safe and sound.  I know how you are and I didn’t lose any of it.  Count it if you wish.  The man 
was shocked and angry.  What!  I gave you the money to invest not to let it sit around.  Could you 
have at least put it in government bonds?  That way is would have grown at least a little bit.  I am 
going to recommend you be fired.  The hospital could have used that money to do so much good. 
 
Usually when I preach about the parable of the talents, I compare the talents to the gifts we have 
been given by God and I talk about how God needs us to use our gifts in this world. This time I want 
to take a different tack. As I thought about the stockbrokers and making their investments, I thought 
about seeing the talents as the faith we have in God and in Jesus Christ and how we invest in or 
nurture that faith. I do admit that the analogy doesn’t quite work because God doesn’t exactly show 
up and hand us five talents of faith.   

 
However, I like thinking about investing in our faith no matter if our faith is very strong (five talents) or 
we have encountered some bumps in our faith journey (two talents) or have just started out (one 
talent). We can nurture our faith and have it grow so that 5 talents of faith can become 10 and two 
become four and one can become more, but it requires that investment.  I wonder if that when you 
are in the one talent of faith place, it is easy to think you can never change and bury that faith in a 
hole. 
 
You’ve probably heard me tell the story of when I was in graduate school and stopped going to 
church.  I wasn’t sure what I believed anymore.  I believed in God but felt my coming to church had 
more to do with my parents wants than what I desired. I wanted to figure out what I believed. So for 
two or so years, I stopped going to church.  I buried my faith.  And you know what – nothing changed 



about my faith. I never worked on my questions.  I never explored my doubts.  I was like the third 
servant or the third stockbroker who just let the money sit.  It wasn’t until I came back to church with 
all my doubts and questions and started to engage them that my faith began to grow, 
 
In our parable, the master was angry because the third servant hadn’t even tried because he was so 
worried about losing the money.  And I wonder since this is the kingdom of God, there is no losing.  
The only way you lose is to do nothing.  God wants us to grow in faith.  God longs for us to be closer 
to him. And God loves us no matter where our faith is. 
At clergy conference, we heard a presentation from one of the authors of the book called Rise – Bold 
Strategies to transform your church. The strategies are all around growing your faith and the book 
describes four stages of faith. 
 
The first was – Exploring Christ which is - I believe in God, but I am not sure about Christ. My faith is 
not a significant part of my like. 
 
The second was – Growing in Christ – I believe in Jesus Christ and am working on what it means to 
get to know him. 
 
The third was – Close to Christ – I feel really close to Christ and depend on him daily for guidance. 
 
The fourth was – Christ centered – My relationship with Jesus is the most important relationship in 
my life.  It guides everything I do. 
 
These descriptions can be daunting especially if you are at the beginning of your faith journey or 
stuck along the way.  The good news is that God loves you no matter where you are and you can 
move! You can move by getting to know God personally through reading the Bible, spending time in 
prayer, being around others who are on the same journey, and taking time to reflect on your life with 
Christ. 

 
So when you start off, you might be coming to church and you hear scripture read in church, you 
participate in the prayers and you share in the body and blood of Christ.  Then you start praying at 
home, and you start picking up the bible and reading about what Jesus taught and the story of God 
and his people. You start getting to know Jesus and make time to be in his presence in prayer.   
 
This is how we invest in our faith.  This is how we nurture our faith and we are all on this journey. 
The only way to lose is to bury our faith – to leave it right where it is. By being here this morning, you 
are have taken a step to say, I don’t want to leave my faith where it is and know that your investment 
goes beyond what happens here this morning.  We all get stuck along the way.   
 
We all need to take a look at our life with Christ and say how can I nurture that relationship.  What 
will you do this week?  Will you come to the “How to read the Bible workshop?  Will you take a look 
at your daily prayer time and see if it is time to do something differently?  Will you keep a journal of 
your journey?  Will you sit down with one of the clergy or another member, and say I’m struggling 
with this aspect of my faith.  What would you suggest?  What works for you? 
 
The great thing about being here this morning is that you are not alone in your journey. We are all 
here together whether we have the faith of 5 talents, 2 talents or one.  God is calling to invest in and 
to nurture our faith.  The only way to lose is to do nothing. God is longing for us. Let us go towards 
God. 


