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A couple years ago, I received a gift which I very much treasure. It was a widow’s mite - 
a small coin from Jesus’ era that is thought to be one of the coins that the widow in our 
gospel donated to the temple.  It is amazing to look at the mite. It is much lighter and 
smaller than I would have thought. Seeing this coin and touching it gives flesh to this 
morning’s gospel story of the widow giving her last two coins which are often called the 
widow’s mite.   
 
I imagine the widow clutching these two of these small coins.  It is all that she has left. 
Perhaps it’s not enough to buy anything much and she thinks that perhaps it is better to 
give it to God.  And so she heads to the temple treasury and joins the crows of those 
giving.  Many were putting in large sums and I think of them jingling their coins as they 
waited. This does not deter her as she clutches hers.  
 
At the treasury, you placed your coins into trumpets – metal containers with a narrow 
top and wide bottom. The coins would make noise as they were put in. Imagine those 
around the widow with lots of coins making lots of noise boasting of the generosity.  
However, when it was her turn, her small coins wouldn’t have made much noise at all 
and it is likely that most of the people there didn’t even see her or her contribution, but 
Jesus does and he declares she has put in more than all the others. She has given her 
all – all that she has to live on. 
 
The widow presents many challenges.   
 
Why does she give all that she has? We are in our annual pledge campaign season and 
if we all adopted this method of giving, the church would have plenty of money and then 
would have to open a home to look after all of us. It is not a sustainable model. 
 
Why does she give her money to the temple – the same place run by the scribes who 
devour widow’s houses? Did she trust that God was working in the temple anyway and 
so was faithful in her giving? 
 
What happened to her afterwards?  Many commentaries say she may have died since 
there were no resources for widows unless they had family to care for them. I struggle 
with that thought, but that is the reality of many at the end of their rope. 
 
So many troubling questions and it is impossible for us to answer these questions so 
perhaps the question for us to focus on is why does Jesus point her out and what does 
he want his disciples to learn?   
 
Just before Jesus has criticized the scribes for walking around in long robes, getting the 
best seats at the banquet, devouring widow’s houses and saying long prayers for the 
sake of appearance. Then he points out this widow whose two small coins become 
more than anyone else has given.  



My best take is that Jesus is asking us to recalibrate who we notice.  Last week, Mike 
Redpath, our guest preacher talked about how noisy our world is today with cell phones 
and all the media that is coming at us all the time. Even riding the train has become 
even noisier as I discovered last Friday on NJ transit. Apparently, it is now ok to watch 
videos on your phone without headphones.  So between videos being watched and 
conversations on phones, the train was very very noisy. 
 
And yet, it occurred to me that there is a lot of noise in our gospel.  Scribes walking 
around with long robes, saying long prayers, and rich people making lots of noise as 
they contribute to the temple treasury.  In all this noise, the widow comes with her two 
quiet coins giving all that she has and Jesus notices her. Don’t get distracted by the 
long robes and the long prayers.  Look for those who have given their all. Look for those 
in desperate need who move quietly and unnoticed through this world. 
 
Perhaps this is a call for us to look around amidst the noise of our world and notice 
those who are in desperate need, those who are overshadowed by the busyness and 
loudness of this world. 
 
Who do we not see?  Is it the person begging on the street? Is it that same person on 
the street who we buy food for only to have them refuse it because we have not taken 
the time to see or ask what they really need?   
 
  



Is it someone at work or at school whose is being more and more withdrawn?  I 
remember a friend in college becoming more and more withdrawn.  One day she 
suddenly cut off her hair which I thought was strange, but I was busy and didn’t ask 
her.  Later I found out she was going through an extreme depression and had 
considered suicide. 
 
Is it someone who seems to have everything they need in life, but somehow doesn’t 
seem happy? 
 
Is it our veterans who have truly put all on the line for this country – many of whom are 
homeless, or without the treatment they are entitled to because they are not able to ask 
or apply for the benefits they need? How can we see them and listen to them? 
Who is Jesus asking us to see today? As you go about your day, look for that person 
who Jesus is calling you to see?  It might be the person begging on the street or it 
might not.  It might be your boss, a friend or even a stranger. Who is quietly moving 
among us clutching two small coins that hardly make any noise?  Let us look out for 
those souls. Let us see them, listen to them and help them in any way that we can. 
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