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We have a rare moment in today’s gospel – Jesus praying for the disciples. This is no private prayer 
said by himself in the Garden of Gethsemane while the disciples sleep.  This is a prayer said out loud.  
People often say – I’m praying for you, but very rarely to you get to hear the prayer.  You don’t often 
hear the words of the prayers that are offered early in the morning, late at night, or on the hour every 
hour. Hearing someone actually pray for you is a powerful experience. Today we are invited into that 
experience as we hear the words Jesus says as he prayed for his disciples. We hear those words 
knowing that Jesus is praying for us as well. This is Jesus’ prayer for all of us.  Listen to the prayer 
again from a different translation. 
 

“After Jesus had finished speaking to his disciples, he looked up toward heaven and prayed: 
Father, the time has come for you to bring glory to your Son, in order that he may bring glory to 
you. 2 And you gave him power over all people, so that he would give eternal life to everyone you 
give him. 3 Eternal life is to know you, the only true God, and to know Jesus Christ, the one you 
sent. 4 I have brought glory to you here on earth by doing everything you gave me to do. 5 Now, 
Father, give me back the glory that I had with you before the world was created. 
6 You have given me some followers from this world, and I have shown them what you are like. 
They were yours, but you gave them to me, and they have obeyed you. 7 They know that you 
gave me everything I have. 8 I told my followers what you told me, and they accepted it.  

They know that I came from you, and they believe that you are the one who sent me. 9 I am 
praying for them, but not for those who belong to this world.[a] My followers belong to you, and I 
am praying for them. 10 All that I have is yours, and all that you have is mine, and they will bring 
glory to me. 11 Holy Father, I am no longer in the world. I am coming to you, but my followers are 
still in the world. So keep them safe by the power of the name that you have given me. Then 
they will be one with each other, just as you and I are one. “(Contemporary English Version) 

 
We have such a gift in this prayer and yet I find it hard to hear exactly what Jesus is praying for in 
these verses and I find I need to go deeper. So let’s break it down. In the first part, Jesus asks that 
his Father will bring him glory.  “Now Father give me back the glory”.  Many of us may find this a 
strange request – asking for glory.  We are taught not to ask for glory, but Jesus is in a different 
place.  In these words, Jesus is asking to return to his place with Father God – the place where he 
was before he came to us as a human -  the glorified place. Jesus is asking to come home.  
 
Then Jesus talks about God giving him followers from this world. Jesus has told these followers about 
God and will tell them more, but Jesus prays that the love God has for Jesus will become part of them 
– so that they will know that love.  He wants them to be open to that love so that it might transform 
their hearts and their lives and break down barriers within their hearts.  Jesus is praying that these 
followers will know God and believe in God.  
 

Then Jesus prays to keep the followers safe because they will still be in the world and he will not be. 
Understandable because soon Jesus will have to leave them and so he prays for their protection.  
 
Finally, Jesus prays that they – his followers – will be one just as he and the Father are one.  This is 
perhaps the hardest part of the prayer as we look back on how many differences Jesus’ followers 
have had over 2000 years.   
 



It is very powerful to have the words of Jesus’ prayer –that we will know God, that we will truly 
believe, and that we will be one – not one in uniformity of thinking but one in the attempt to have 
Christ as our Lord and Savior. How will we live into hearing this prayer and knowing what Jesus 
desires for us? We can be attentive to the way we come to know God in our prayer and our worship.  
We can trust that God is looking out for us protecting us.  We can act as one even when we do not 
think as one.   
 
I find an example of the last part on this Memorial Day weekend when we remember the men and the 
women who gave their lives for this country, because surely, they have showed us how to let love of 
country transform them to work together as one even when there is disagreement in thoughts and 
beliefs.  This is by no means a perfect analogy, but there are elements within that can speak to us – 
that we find a way to be one. We can let the love of God transform us in to acting as one. 
 
What I hope you will take away today is that God wants you to know of his love, that God hopes 
God’s love will bring you to belief and transformation, and that we will be one in whatever way we can 
– in our actions for justice, if not in how we think.  But I also pray that you will take up the power of 
prayer spoken out loud given the power of Jesus’ prayer we have just heard. I want you to try it out.  
Find someone sitting next to you or near you.  I know this may be challenging, but trust me it will be 
worth it and all it will take is a few simple words.  Praying out loud for one another is too important for 
us to back away from.  
 
I want you to give just a few words of prayer to the person next to you.  It can even be the person you 
came with.  If you don’t know the person or if you can’t remember his or her name, ask for it.  And 
folks, if someone can’t remember your name – forgive them.  I am going to give just as short time 30 
seconds or so for you to find someone and pray for them out loud. And then I want you to switch.  
Don’t ask what they need.  Just pray for them to be blessed or to be surrounded by God’s strength.  
One person  will pray and then the other person will pray.  
 

Time for people to pray. 
 
This is the power of prayer. We have heard Jesus’ prayer for us. Let us take that prayer and pray for 
one another. Let us trust that Jesus’ prayer continues for all of us as we strive to be God’s people in 
this world – people who know God, who are invited into his transformation, who protected by God and 
who strive to be one. Trust in Jesus’ prayer and let your prayers break forth for others.  


