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In our reading from the Acts of the Apostles this morning, the disciples have been 
waiting.  Just 10 days before, Jesus has been taken up into heaven right before their 
eyes.  This event happens after Jesus has appeared to them several times after his 
resurrection.  What a blessing and relief those appearances must have been to them. 
Finally, they understand fully what Jesus meant that he would rise from the dead on the 
third day. And then Jesus leaves again and tells them to stay in Jerusalem to wait for 
the promise of the Father, to receive the power when the Spirit comes upon them. 
Jesus tells than that they will be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and all the 
ends of the earth.  
 
And so this morning we hear that we hear what happens next.  The disciples were 
gathered together - waiting - as Jesus told them to do. Suddenly from heaven there is a 
sound like a rush of a violent of wind that fills the entire house.  Divided tongues of fire 
appeared and rested on them. They are filled with the Holy Spirit and they go out into 
the city and start preaching in languages that they do not know.  The Jews gathered 
there in the city for the festival of Pentecost are amazed because they hear the disciples 
preaching about God’s deeds of power in their own languages.  
 
To me that is the amazing moment - the disciples going out and preaching about God’s 
deeds of power in the language of the Jews of the diaspora who had come from all over 
so that they too could hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. This was the beginning of 
the church as we know it -  the beginning of Jesus’s message being proclaimed to the 
world. 
 
I was thinking about how the Good News of Jesus Christ is proclaimed today. It 
happens in many different ways. I believe each of us are given to opportunity to 
proclaim it.  It is up to us to take those opportunities.  Our presiding bishop, Michael 
Curry had one of those opportunities yesterday when he was the preacher at the royal 
wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. It was quite an opportunity for him to 
speak about God’s deeds of power and he did not disappoint.  He preached it, and I 
encourage you to get on YouTube.   
 
Bishop Curry proclaimed the Good News of Jesus Christ on an international stage of 
billions that even he as our Presiding Bishop does not usually get.  I loved hearing the 
news commentators discussing his sermon. When have your heard a sermon discussed 
on national TV?  It happens so rarely 
 
The Good News he preached was this: “Love is the way.” Bishop Curry talked about the 
power of love.  He said, “There’s power in love to help and heal when nothing else can. 
There’s power in love to lift up and liberate when nothing else will. There’s power in love 
to show us the way to live. Jesus began the most revolutionary movement in all of 
human history, a movement grounded in the unconditional love of God for the world.” 



A movement mandating people to live that love. And in so doing, to change not only 
their lives but the very life of the world itself.” 
 
And then he gave examples of how love being the way can change the world. 
“When love is the way, then no child will go to bed hungry in this world ever again. 
When love is the way, we will let justice roll down like a mighty stream and 
righteousness like an everflowing brook. When love is the way, poverty will become 
history. When love is the way, the earth will be a sanctuary. When love is the way, we 
will lay down our swords and shields down, down by the riverside to study war no more. 
When love is the way, there’s plenty good room, plenty good room, for all of God’s 
children. Because when love is the way, we actually treat each other, well, like we are 
actually family.” 
 
That is the Good News that we need to proclaim – that love is the way and so I invite 
you into an exercise which is to say together - Love is the way in different languages.  
We have a few people who can teach you to say ‘Love is the way’ in Italian, Spanish, 
and Portuguese. You can also say it in English.  
 
We will practice and then together we will all proclaim – Love is the way in what ever 
language we have decided to use.. I hope this will bring you closer to experiencing what 
the disciples did that first Pentecost as they went out and essentially did the same thing.   
(Have the exercise) 

What did that feel like? All our voices calling raised up together.  Can you keep it going?  
How will you proclaim love is the way?  That is the essence of Jesus’ Good News.  That 
proclamation can change the world.  Don’t forget your part in this.  God gives us all a 
stage to proclaim the good news, 

It is an important message on this day as we celebrate six of our young folk who are 
celebrating their completion of First Communion classes.  I pray that they too will 
proclaim that love is the way wherever they go.  The world needs our proclamation in 
any way we can because this world continues to be a troubled place with continued 
school shootings and so many more challenges.  So go forth and proclaim let Love is 
the way be the theme of your lives.  


