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How do you feel about getting angry? (wait for responses) I don’t like it. I don’t Iike how 
anger makes me feel. When I get angry, I pay attention to my response especially when 
I am serving as a priest. I ask myself: -  How angry am I? How will I respond? Is it 
something I need to let go? Is it something I need to say something about? Do 
something about? Pray about it? Reflect on it? Take some time to cool down? 
 
As much as I don’t like being angry, I know that anger can be an important tool. This is 
what Jesus shows us in the gospel. Some commentators say Jesus isn’t angry, but he 
sure seems angry to me.  When he sees the people in the temple selling cattle, sheep, 
goats and doves he drives them all out of the temple with a whip of cords. He overturns 
the tables of the money changers and pours out their coins. He says - Take these things 
out of here. Stop making my father’s house a marketplace. 
 
What is Jesus angry about? Here is the situation. It is Passover which required the 
Jews make a pilgrimage to the temple in Jerusalem to make a sacrifice and to pay the 
temple tax. Whatever animal you brought for your sacrifice was chosen, depending on 
what you could afford, had to be perfect. If you did not have an animal without blemish 
or yours got damaged on the way which was a strong possibility if you were travelling 
from far away, you had to buy one at the temple. Typically, those who sold the animals 
overcharged the pilgrims, as did the money changers who provided the special coins for 
the payment of the temple tax. 
 
Jesus was angry because when he entered the temple, he did not find a sacred space 
to welcome those ready to worship God.  He found a place that was about business 
rather than about worship. He found a place that was supposed to be sacred that took 
advantage of people. In his anger, Jesus spoke out and acted. He caused chaos and 
interrupted the whole endeavor. I don’t know what happened after his outburst. Was 
Jesus escorted out? Were the tables righted and the animals found and continued to be 
sold? We don’t know. What we know that Jesus’ anger led him to do something about 
an injustice. 
 
Sometimes we are called to make a point – to do something. We are called to speak 
and to act. What gets in the way? As I was pondering that question, I thought back to 
what I was taught about speaking out or acting where there was injustice. I definitely 
knew that if something was wrong at school or with one of my friends, I needed to speak 
up or stand with them, but when it came to speaking out on issues in more public ways, 
I was wary.  
 
Growing up, my dad, who was also a priest, spoke out publically against injustices and 
because of that our family went through a very difficult time. I don’t remember what the 
particular issue was, but it came at a cost because one of the political parties got very 
upset with him.  



This led to nasty slogans painted about him on the walls in our village, his name being 
mentioned during the evening rallies which we could hear from the rectory and my 
parents being isolated from many of their friends. That last part I only found out in later 
years. Those years were not easy because I could feel the tension my parents were 
living in. In the months before the next election, I remember that on Sundays when we 
went to church, we would not wear red or blue – the colors of the two parties – in case 
our family was perceived as supporting one or the other party.  What I learned from this 
experience was to be careful in speaking out. And so I got careful - perhaps too careful - 
and so when it comes to taking a stand in a public way for something especially when it 
has divisive implications, I have been afraid.  
 
But something changed on Ash Wednesday.  The anger, the grief and the frustration on 
the continued violence in our society was too much. I am paying particular attention to 
what Jesus words or actions are calling me to do in this world. What is the anger I have 
giving me to do? What actions am I being called to take? And what is getting in the 
way? I would put the same questions to you. What injustices are you angry about? 
What is getting the way of you speaking out and doing something? What is Jesus 
calling you to do? 
 
The past two Sundays, I have spoken about my anger about and my discernment in 
responding to the gun violence in this country especially when it comes to our children 
in our schools. I am still discerning the words and actions that I will take. However, at 
our Diocesan Convention, we did a new thing which brought a whole lot more energy. 
Instead of spending time on report after report after report. We talked about the five 
marks of mission - hearing the bishop’s thoughts on each one, about how these marks 
are being addressed in the diocese and then had time for discussion across 
congregational groups. I am not going to describe the five marks of mission.  (You can 
google them to learn more.) 
 
The mark of mission spoke to me around this issue of gun violence was Mark # Four: 
Transforming unjust Structures of Society.  In our discussion about this mark, we heard 
about the March For Our Lives march in NYC on Saturday, March 24, to protest against 
gun violence that will coincide with the same march in DC came up. Several Episcopal 
Churches in the diocese are going and I plan to go and hope many of you will join me.  
 
As I heard about the march, I found myself tempted to say - well do I really need to go? 
It is the Saturday before Palm Sunday. I will have plenty to do for Holy Week.  I should 
rest. It’s not a good time. But I remembered my anger and grief on Ash Wednesday 
when 17 human beings were killed In Parkland FL. I began to think that part of my 
preparation Holy Week is to respond to this tragedy in this way. Perhaps this is the 
journey I was set on Ash Wednesday. This is my journey, but what about yours. 
 
Most importantly, I hope you will go home and ponder and pray about what injustice in 
our world what you are angry about. Ponder and pray about what you will do about that 



injustice. Jesus needs us to be angry with the unjust structures in the world. Jesus 
needs us to respond to that anger and speak and act. What are you being called to do? 
	


