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As I read through this morning’s gospel last week, I found myself chuckling because the interactions 
between the blind man that was healed and the Pharisees seemed almost comical.  I think it was the 
second time the Pharisees came to ask the man who had been healed from his blindness how he had 
been healed.  The man responds - He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? And then he adds - Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” as if to say - Why are you so interested?  Perhaps you want to be part of this Jesus 
movement? But as I spent more time with this passage, I realized it not funny at all.  Here is a man who 
has been blind since he was born.  To live, he must beg. Jesus sees the blind man and in response to a 
question tells those around him that he is not blind because of his sins or the sins of his parents. Jesus 
heals the man.  He spits in the dirt, makes mud with the spit and places it on the man’s eyelids.   He 
sends the man to go and wash and the man can see. 
 
Can you imagine how this man felt?  This amazing gift – to see for the first time in his life as an adult. 
And yet the people who knew him as a beggar - people whose voices he knows - say he is not himself.  
He is someone else.  How did that make him feel?  That he is only recognized as a blind person?  That 
they have never really seen him? It gets worse.  They take him to the religious authorities who 
question the man about how he has been healed.  He tells them how Jesus healed him. They object 
and declare Jesus a sinner.  But the formerly blind man declares Jesus a prophet. Then the religious 
authorities go to the man’s parents to find out if he was really blind from birth and to ask what 
happened. But the man’s parents cop out because they are scared.  How did that make this newly 
healed man feel? 
 
And then the Pharisees come back to question to man again and that’s when we get to the 
conversation we started with – the one where he says – what’s up with you all?  Why is this bothering 
you so much?  Perhaps you want in?  They assure him – no. The man tries so hard to have them hear 
him. He says, “We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships 
him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of 
a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” The religious authorities 
reply with words that make no sense in light of what has happened. You were born in sin.  You can’t 
teach us.  And they drove him out.  
 
Imagine being given the greatest gift in your life and ending up being rejected by your community. The 
blindness persists not in the man who was healed, but in many of those around him. What was going 
on?  Why couldn’t the people celebrate this amazing miracle of healing? 
 
There was the issue of recognition – of seeing the familiar and not wanting to see the unfamiliar and 
the unexpected. There is the issue of fear from his parents.  And then from the Pharisees, there is the 
fear of losing what is comfortable and losing one’s power. “The Pharisees do not want to hear or 
believe the man’s story, because it opposes the story they want to tell. They want Jesus to be the 
sinner, not the hero of the story; they want another explanation, one that leaves them in control of all 
the religious goods and services.”1 
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How are we blind?  How are we rejecting the unexpected? How are we afraid?  How are we trying to 
control the story? These are questions I would love to ask our politicians. But I know we must start 
with ourselves. There are many issues in our country that seem to be at a crisis point.  Recent 
immigrants, documented and un-documented are terrified – so much so that sales in stores which are 
popular with certain immigrants are down. Seniors and many others are not sure about what will 
happen with their healthcare.  Programs that support the poor and the elderly such as Meals on 
Wheels are slated to be cut in a new budget.  
 
Most people I talk to are overwhelmed by all that it is happening. They are concerned, but they are 
also afraid. Often, not always, their situation is comfortable or ok for now and they don’t want to upset 
the apple cart. With all that is coming at us it is easy to ignore or be as blind as the Pharisees were. It is 
easy to stay in our comfortable place.  As long as we are OK, why worry about anyone else? 
 
I know because I stand in that place. I feel safe in many ways.  Even though I grew up in another 
country and have an accent, I was born here.  I have good health insurance.  I have a job, am not of 
retirement age and can still make a living.  I can step back and say – well someone will take care of all 
that is happening. Let’s trust those in charge.   I can even say – I don’t want to preach about this – it 
will just upset people who don’t want to hear anything about politics. I’ll just stick to the spiritual 
issues only. But I find I can’t, because the spiritual affects everything else.  The spiritual undergirds our 
whole lives. God asks us to be part of the action in this world to make things right. God asks us to tell 
the truth, to fight for justice and to help the poor.  
 
How do we tell God’s story in this world? “How do we proclaim truth in a society that rejects truth? We 
follow Jesus’ example. When the man is driven out by the religious authorities, Jesus goes to him, he 
tells him who he is and the man believes.  As Rev. Patrick Faulhaber said in his writing on this passage, 
“We love those pushed to the side. We come alongside those who are hurting. And we tell the truth.”2 
 
So while we may be overwhelmed with many issues, we can pick one.  Pick one person who is in pain 
or is scared.  Listen for the person God is directing you to help.  You cannot fix the world, but you can 
walk alongside with one person. You can hear their story and help others to hear as well.  It might be 
about immigration issues or healthcare or homelessness.  Go out and listen.  Go out and tell the truth. 
Go out into the places where you are blind and work to lift the blindness that pervades this world.  
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