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Sermon for the Third Sunday of Lent 

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 

more surely having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even 

boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. Romans 5:10-11 

Samaritan woman at well 

John 4:5-42 

 

I had the privilege to be exposed to the courtroom by Steven Silberblatt, a secular Jew (if 

that is possible) who was my professor at NYU in the late 1980s, and still serves as supervising 

attorney for the Legal Aid Society in Queens.  At times Silberblatt muttered Psalm 23 as he 

entered the courthouse to represent the most marginalized of defendants. “The Lord is my 

shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still 

waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.”  While walking 

down dark and dingy corridors Silberblatt would continue, “Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me.”  

Often Silberblatt would hold up his pen – his rod – which would be his great comfort as he 

signed off on various legal forms to ensure Constitutional rights are given to all.  Arriving at the 

defense table Silberblatt concluded, “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.”  

Then his case would be called and Silberblatt would enter his appearance full of strength and 

vigor confident that he was doing God’s work, or at least for a secular Jew – he was doing 

society’s work.  

As the rare college aged practicing Catholic at the time, Silberblatt and I often would 

discuss Mosaic Laws and Christian Codes of Canon Law. During the break in the proceedings of 



a particularly contentious case with a particularly biased judge Silberblatt asked me, “Where 

would your Christ be in this courtroom?”  I immediately answered, “He’d be the judge – full of 

mercy and compassion, ensuring that justice is done.”  Silberblatt smirked, “Judges are political 

appointees. They represent the interests of the secular state. Jesus represents the interests of the 

eternal state – the idealized state. Wouldn’t he best be described as a defense attorney?  Didn’t he 

sacrifice himself for the faults of others?  Didn’t your Christ reconcile the believer to God?”  

Reconciliation, I thought . . . what does this mean?  . . . What did it mean for the Samaritan 

woman at the well? . . . What does it mean for the secular person? . . . What does it mean for us?  

Paul states, “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death 

of his Son, much more surely having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than 

that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation.”  (Romans 5:10-11).  Romans written in the late 50s, explores the significance of 

Christ’s death and rebirth to God. For Paul, reconciliation ends the separation between God and 

humanity (sometimes called atonement).  And when we discover our relationship with God, 

when we accept this unmerited gift initiated by God the author, and Christ the agent (or 

exemplar), we then become the ministers or representatives of reconciliation, sharing this gift of 

eternal salvation to all that are interested. To be the light . . . whether here at church . . . at home . 

. . in the markets and schools, and perhaps especially in combat zones, hospitals and prisons.  

Many believe this is the substance of Pauline Theology, some believe that this is the centrality of 

our Gospel.  

Paul wrote in Greek and reconciliation (or katalasso) means to change or exchange and in 

ancient Greece the term was often used in the exchange of currency or coins, from one type to 

another more useful type.  To take two separate things and bring them together, to a more useful 



end.   Consequently, when applied to people, when two persons are reconciled (katalasso) they 

exchange animosity or strangeness for friendship.  Or as Paul has been interpreted we stop being 

enemies or strangers as we have become reconciled or friends through Christ to God.  And this is 

something to celebrate, to boast about . . . enabling us to “fear not, stand firm, and see the 

salvation of the Lord.” (Exodus 14:13).  If in our baptism we become harmonized to God, 

throughout our lives we strive to live out our unification with God.  From this perspective our 

ministry continues to be the reconciliation of ourselves and the ‘lost’ to God. To share this Good 

News with as many as possible. Not to impose it on others but to journey with others as they 

reflect on whose they truly are. If the centrality of Christ’s ministry is to reconcile us to God, 

then our ministry is to remind people how great our God is and how special we . . . and they are.   

At the end of my trip to Central Europe last week our group was exposed to the work of 

Holocaust survivor Viktor Frankl (1905-1997), the founder of logotherapy and author of “Man's 

Search for Meaning” (1946).  Frankl deviated from the Psychological work of his 

contemporaries, Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), who theorized about the ‘will or search for 

pleasure’ and Alfred Adler (1870-1937), who theorized about the ‘will or search for power’ 

(expanding upon the work of Friedrich Nietzsche, 1844-1900).  Instead, Frankl thought that the 

purpose in life is not in the pursuit of pleasure or power but in meaning-making, to find 

something to feel positively about and then imagining that outcome.  Working with prisoners at 

San Quentin Prison near San Francisco and recalling his experiences in a concentration camp, 

Frankl explained why some individuals are able to survive extremely stressful situations with 

dignity.  Some people, through meditation/prayer and practice (spiritual disciplines) build a 

reservoir of resilience that enables them to strive to fulfill meaning in life beyond themselves.  

They do not forget what brought them to prison, but indeed remember the act and turn that 



experience into a foothold to support their extraction.  According to Frankl, the way a prisoner 

imagined the future affected his or her longevity.  From this perspective, ‘Christian logotherapy’ 

can be to strive for reconciliation to God, not for power or pleasure, but for our individual and 

collective salvation.  Discovering this primary meaning in one’s life will become a most 

powerful motivating and driving force in ourselves, our community, and in our society. 

Upon my return last Sunday I enjoyed hearing from Nalla Hunte and Dominic Battista, 

our pilgrims to South Africa, the birthplace of the modern Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

(TRC, 1996).  The work of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, chairperson of the TRC, is not without 

criticism, but his consistent striving for reconciliation after predators of violence gave testimony 

of their nefarious acts, enabled a nation to transition from nearly 50 years (1948-1994) of 

apartheid into one of the most stable nations in Africa. Reconciliation can also be a communal 

endeavor, enabling a nation to collectively make meaning of their subjugation.  

I have sent a copy of this sermon to my mentor Steven Silberblatt and also to a dear 

colleague of mine that is doing quite well in her personal and professional life without reliance 

on the church.  It may be heretical for me to believe that some people can be reconciled to God 

(and/or society) without participation in ‘a church’ but I do believe that the church . . . we, exist 

to reveal a better way to all.  For those who believe they can do it ‘on their own’ I pray for them. 

For just as there are ‘no atheists in foxholes’, life in our fast-paced volatile society often 

necessitates belief in something greater than ourselves and the work we do here and in our 

private homes sustains us. But let us not be satisfied with our personal sustenance and fulfillment 

but share our journey with those most in need.  Let us find in Christ and this church the need and 

ability to be reconciled to God and be a small flickering light or a bright spotlight unto the world. 

Fear not . . . seek reconciliation. Amen 


