
Trusting in God            Anne-Marie Jeffery 
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18         March 17, 2019 
 

In our Old Testament reading, we have a glimpse into a wonderful time in the life of Abram or 
Abraham as he later came to be known. The Word of the Lord comes to him in a vision.  God 
says, ““Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  Sounds 
wonderful doesn’t it?  Protection from God and a great reward.  You may be surprised by 
Abram’s reaction. He questions God.  What will you give me?   I have no heir. You have not 
given me any children. A slave born in my house is going to inherit everything I have. What is 
going on? 

To understand what is happening, we need to see what happened with God and Abram before. In 
chapter 12 in Genesis, you will read, that the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and 
I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
(Gen. 12:1-3) 

God is sending Abram out. Abram trusts in God’s promise and he packs up his whole household and 
goes to the land where God has sent him even though he and his wife are an aging childless couple. 
The challenges come when God’s promises don’t happen. 
 
“They waited for a child. Time passed.  
They went to Egypt. They came back. No child. 
They became prosperous, even wealthy. No child. 
Their nephew Lot separated from them. Lot was captured. Lot was rescued. 
And still, no child. 1“  
 
And then, finally, in our reading today after years and years, the Lord broke the silence and says, 
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  No wonder Abram 
questions God’s words. What will you give me Lord?  What is this reward?  I still have no child.  
You can hear Abram’s heartbreak.  But then when God shows Abram the heavens and tells him 
that his descendants will be as numerous as the stars, Abram believes God.  

Then God makes another promise. God promises land to Abram.  Abram wants to know how he 
will know that he is to possess it. God gives Abraham instructions to bring animals for sacrifice 
and to cut them in half.  When the sun goes down, Abram falls into a deep sleep and a deep and 
terrifying darkness comes upon him. A flaming torch and a fire pot passes between the halves of 
the animals. This seals God’s covenant with Abram giving Abram’s descendants the land from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” 

As I said, this is a wonderful moment in Abram’s life.  God finally speaks after many years and 
makes promises to Abram and Abram believes in those promises. But what happens next?  
Does Abram finally get a child? Well not just yet. The journey continues. His wife, Sarai, can’t 
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wait any longer and sends her servant Hagar to be with Abraham and his son Ishmael is born.  
There is more travelling and more trials to face until we come to chapter 17 in Genesis where 
God again appears to Abram when he is 99 years old.  

God says to Abram to walk with him and be trustworthy. God makes another covenant with him. God 
changes their names from Abram and Sarai to Abraham and Sarah and God promises that Abraham 
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  God says, “I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  The sign of this new covenant is that all 
males will be circumcised and God again says that Sarah will bear a child.  Abraham, as he is now 
called, must be tired of hearing this improbably promise of a child with Sarah.  He laughs at God’s 
words and asks that God accept Ishmael, his son by Sarah’s servant.  God promises to bless Ishmael 
and yet insists that Sarah will be the mother of many nations. Even though he laughs, Abraham 
carries out the sign of this new Covenant circumcising all the males.  Abraham trusts in God. 
 
Even with this new covenant, there is still no child.  Visitors come and tell Sarah she will have a child.  
She laughs. Abraham’s nephew faces danger in Sodom and once again gets rescued.  There is more 
travelling to foreign lands and it is not until chapter 21, when Abraham is 100 years that Sarah finally 
gives birth to Isaac. 
 
What a journey it was for Abram.  Twenty five years of hearing God’s promise of a child but not 
having a child.  Twenty five years of moving his family from place to place. I stand in awe of 
Abraham’s faithfulness. I am sure family members and friends questioned this journey and even 
Abraham at times as we see by his questioning of God and in his laughter at God’s promise that 
Sarah would bear him a child.  And yet even with his question and doubts, Abraham continues to trust 
in God and God was there for him. 
 
In many ways this is our journey with God as well. We have times when we are clear where God 
is leading us and us trusting God in every step.  And then there are times when it is not so clear.  
The way we thought God wanted us to go is not working out and God seems very far away. In 
these, times we question and doubt struggling to trust that is still leading us. What Abraham’s 
story teaches us is that all these times are part of our journey with God. If we stay faithful as 
Abraham did, we will find God’s path for us. 

So I invite you into an exercise.  Just as we were given this story of Abram journey with God, I 
want you to think about your journey with God. Think about the times when you had complete 
trust in God and if not complete trust as close as you have gotten - those times when you knew 
God was close and walking next to you.  Also think about those times when you struggled to trust 
in God and your path was not clear. You have diagram which has a line which is supposed to 
represent your journey with God.   

The line had ovals on it.  On the right side, you can fill in the times when you were close to God 
just as Abram was in this story and on the left side you can fill in times where you had trouble 
trusting God and felt abandoned or forgotten by God. (Demonstrate on newsprint with times from 
my life.) You don’t have to fill it out now, but I do invite you to think about them. Perhaps take this 
diagram home and spend some time with it. 



• Reflect on all those situations you have thought of.   
• Right now if you are struggling to trust in God’s path for you, take a look at those times 

where you remember God showing up for you.  
• If you are in that place where your trust in God is strong, take comfort in it and let it give 

you strength for the future.  

Look at your life just as we looked at Abraham’s life with God. Remember that God is always with 
you through the ups and the downs.  Stay faithful to the journey and know God is walking with 
you.  



Struggling to trust in God     Trusting in God 
 


