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Today is Pentecost – our celebration of the coming of the Spirit to the disciples, to the beginning of 
the Christian church all the way to us as well. It is a dramatic moment showing us the amazing power 
of the Spirit.   
 
I like to imagine what it was like that day when the Holy Spirit showed up. Can you imagine sitting 
among your fellow disciples waiting for the Spirit Jesus said he would send?  They had been waiting 
for 10 days and probably not sure about what exactly they were waiting for. Can you imagine begin 
gathered around a table praying and then hearing a loud sound and seeing tongues of fire appearing 
on the heads of those around you?  Then you realize the same thing is happening to you.  And then 
you get sent out into the streets and you start to tell the story of Jesus and of all that happened with 
him.  The streets are full of people because they too have heard that loud sound of the coming of the 
Spirit. You start to talk about what Jesus taught you and how Jesus has helped you know God.  The 
crazy thing is that you are speaking in a language you don’t know and the people – those gathered 
from different places from far and wide – can understand you.  Some people start to say you are 
drunk, but Peter speaks and says that you and the rest of the disciples are not drunk and that you are 
filled with the Spirit that God has sent – the Spirit that was predicted by the prophets.  
 
What an awesome and terrifying experience that must have been. That moment began the church – 
the community of believers that we are a part of today. How does this coming of the Spirit affect us in 
this time?  How do we experience the Spirit? How does the Spirit come to us as people of God and 
as a church community? 
 
I was talking with someone this past week who was asking whether we had the presence of the Spirit 
in our church as opposed to how it is in a Pentecostal church or in a mega church which is filled with 
many members.   
I can see why she asked this question because the Spirit first came to us in such a dramatic way – 
with a loud sound like a violent rushing wind, tongues of fire and then speaking in tongues and 
preaching to all those gathered from far and wide in the streets of Jerusalem. We tend to associate 
the presence of the Spirit with dramatic events – with being slain in the spirit, with loud worship and 
music that calls forth clapping and dancing.  
 
The Spirit is present in those times, but I believe the Spirit is present in many other ways.  The Spirit 
is too powerful to be only present in one particular way. If you listen to our Gospel, you will hear 
Jesus’ words about the Spirit and how powerful those words are. Jesus talks about those who are 
thirsty and that those who believe in Jesus should drink. The believers heart will contain rivers of 
living water. This is what Jesus said about the Spirit and I believe that living water in our hearts is 
present in a plethora of ways.  
 
I know that the Spirit is present among us in our worship, in our service, in our prayers and in our 
fellowship. I think we may need to work on recognizing and claiming the presence the Spirit among 
us. We tend to associate the Spirit with full churches and ministry successes, but I want you to think 
about all the other ways the Spirit is present.  
 
Is the Spirit present with the chaplain who for 10 years works with those with Alzheimer’s who can 
never witness to how he has influenced their lives? 
 



Is the Spirit present with the small church who can only afford student pastors and who have just a 
few coming for Sunday worship, but keep their weekly feeding program going? 
 
Is the Spirit present when we hand a bag of food to someone in need at our food pantry or when we 
gather for Bible study or when we come to this table to receive the Body and Blood of Christ?   
 
I say yes.  We have to remember the variety of ways the Spirit is present, because it is very easy to 
look around and say the Spirit is not with us anymore.  Our church is not full as it was in the 70’s and 
80’s.  It seems as if everyone wants to be busy with other stuff besides being part of a faith 
community.  
 
We must pay attention to how the Spirit working in this time and place. I believe the Spirit is still 
working as hard as ever and that we need to work on recognizing the Spirit and not lock ourselves in 
to the way we want the Spirit to work which is for the church to be as we have known it. I believe the 
Spirit is here and is calling us out just as the Spirit called out the disciples on that first Pentecost when 
the disciples went out to tell the story of how Jesus Christ changed their lives.  The question we must 
struggle with is what is the Spirit is calling us out to knowing that it may disturb our lives as much as it 
disturbed the disciples’ lives back then.  Perhaps that is part of why we don’t want to think too much 
about what the Holy Spirit is calling us to. We have a sense of the interruption it might bring, and that 
can be scary. And yet the Spirit calls. 
 
That first Pentecost took Peter and the other disciples into a whole new place – a place where they 
went out to preach and people heard, believed and were baptized. It was not an easy place. It came 
with conflicts and even death, but in spite of all that the Good News of Jesus Christ spread and is with 
us today.  The Spirit continues to move among us. The Spirit continues to call us to new places.  
 
Mariska Rose is to baptized today and I trust that the Spirit will be with her in her life always. Baptism 
is about joining he family of God even though Mariska has already been claimed by God and loved by 
God. In baptism, she becomes part of the Christian community of believers in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  In baptism, we specifically ask for the presence of the Holy 
Spirit with this precious child. I trust that the Spirit will always be with Mariska as she goes out into the 
world. 
 
So today ask how the Spirit will chase us out from this place we are gathered?   Pay attention 
because God needs us out in this world.  How is the Spirit asking you to act this day?  How does your 
Pentecost look? It might be awesome and terrifying.  It might be quiet and something that you are 
called to gradually over time.  But make no mistake, the Spirit is among us and around us and we 
must be attentive to her movement.  
	


