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In our gospel, Jesus is out and about proclaiming the Good News in villages and curing 
every disease. Crowds must have been following him because at one point, he looks 
out at them and has compassion for them, because he sees they are harassed and 
helpless like sheep without a shepherd.  Can you imagine Jesus looking out and having 
such deep feeling for these people who are in distress? Can you imagine him seeing 
their pain? And what does Jesus do?  He gathers the disciples and he sends them out 
as laborers into the harvest because the harvest is plentiful and the laborers are 
few.   He gives them authority over unclean spirits, and the ability to cure every disease 
and sickness. And he sends them out to proclaim the good news that the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.  They are to cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers 
and cast out demons. 
 
Now, I bet you know what I am going to say next - that we too are sent out just like the 
disciples for the harvest is plentiful and the laborers are few.  And yes, I am saying that.  
But I want to address an objection that came into my mind– well hold on a moment – 
Jesus - you want us cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers and cast out 
demons.  Hold on! I’m not doing any of that. I can’t do any of that. 
 
Before we walk away completely from this daunting task that Jesus gives his disciples 
and us, let's pause for a moment. Let's go back to the compassion Jesus had for the 
crowds.  He saw the crowds in their distress.  His compassion was so great, he sent his 
disciples out because he could not do it all.  Jesus still has compassion for the crowds. 
Jesus still has compassion for us and all the people in the world and we are in distress.   
 
This past Wednesday we had two separate incidents of people being shot.  It began 
with a congressman and others being shot at in Alexandria, VA. Shortly after there was 
a shooting in a UPS facility in San Francisco which left three people dead. I could not 
only imagine the despair and frustration that flooded this country.  I could feel it as well. 
Can you imagine Jesus looking down at us this past Wednesday and having such deep 
compassion for us as harassed and helpless people like sheep without a shepherd? 
And that’s just one day and in one way. Can you see the compassion and concern he 
has for the people of the world who are suffering in so many ways?  Can you hear 
Jesus’ call to us to be part of the call to proclaiming the good news, to proclaim that 
there is hope, to be part of curing the sickness that envelops this world? How can we 
not find a way to be part of that? 
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Last week, Rob Droste, our canon for congregational development did a day long 
workshop with several of our parishioners on what it takes to build a healthy 
congregation.  The premise of the workshop is that churches grow one disciple at a time 
and we, the disciples of this community, need to be attentive to the work of making new 
disciples– not to fill our pews, but because the world is in desperate need of the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.   
Our world is filled with people in despair, people who have lost hope and people in need 
of know that God loves them more than they can imagine.  This world is broken and we 
can be part of the healing process. 
 
However, Rob Droste also pointed out a tendency we have.  We are good at focusing 
on physical needs – feeding the hungry and giving clothing and other items to those in 
need.  When it comes to the spiritual needs we are not as good and need to be a lot 
more attentive and open to what God is calling us to do.  It is the difference between 
what Jesus asks us to do in Matthew 25 and 27.  
 
In Matthew 25, Jesus says – for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was 
it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And 
the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family,[g] you did it to me. 
 
This is an important part of our work as people who follow Christ, but it is not our only 
work. It is our physical response to the needs of the world, but we cannot forget about 
what Jesus says in Matthew 28 - Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. These words from Jesus 
call for a spiritual response when we share with another the power that God has to lift 
us up and heal us. 
 
I wonder if that is part of why Jesus’ words to us in today’s Gospel – to proclaim the 
Good News, cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers and cast out demons – is 
so challenging because we hear it in the way of Matthew 25.  We hear it as a call to 
physically do those things Jesus has named.  Now don’t get me wrong, nothing is 
impossible with God and if God ordains it, we will be able to physically cure the sick and 
raise the dead.  But what if we think about it in the Matthew 28 way?  What if we think 
about responding to Jesus’ words in a spiritual way? 
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Maybe the way we cure the sick, is to give a listening ear to someone. 
 
Maybe the way we raise the dead is to bring hope to someone in the depths of despair 
by sharing our story of how God has lifted us up.  
 
Maybe the way we cleanse the lepers is to stand with someone suffering from addiction 
and not turn away from them or demonize them. 
 
Maybe the way we cast out demons is to share our story of how obtaining more things 
whether it be a nice car or house or having the nicest clothes will not make us happy as 
most of the advertisements on the TV would have us believe. 
 
There is much pain in this world and Jesus looks at all of us with great compassion.  
Jesus also looks to us – we who know about the power of having God in our lives to 
share that Good News in the world. 
 
Are you willing to be part of that work?  It can start with just one person – even 
someone you know.  This day, pray that God will show you who needs to hear the 
message that God sees our pain and can lift us up.  Pray that God will show you the 
person who needs to hear your experience of the power of God in your life. Know that 
the Spirit is always at work and is doing the work.  Ask God how God needs you to go 
out share God’s healing and hope in this world.   


