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In our gospel this morning, Jesus is describing the kingdom of God using two parables. 
Sometimes I get frustrated with Jesus’ proclamations of the kingdom of God because 2000 
years later, it doesn’t seem like we are getting anywhere near it.  I have been taught that the 
kingdom of God is happening right here and now but that it is not fully present. It will only be 
fully present at the end of time. However, I know that Jesus’ parables help us see how and 
where the kingdom of God is happening in the here and now.  
  
The first parable is about a sower who plants seeds. The seed grows and the sower does not 
know how.  The second is about how the smallest of seeds can grow up to become the greatest 
of all shrubs. First I think we need to have an image of the kingdom of God and so I have 
borrowed some of Bishop Curry’s words from the sermon he preached at the royal wedding.  
 
“Think and imagine a world when love is the way. … Because when love is the way, we actually 
treat each other like we are actually family. When love is the way, we know that God is the 
source of us all. And we are brothers and sisters, children of God. My brothers and sisters, 
that’s a new Heaven, a new Earth, a new world, a new human family. A new Heaven, a new 
earth, a new world a new human family – for me that captures the kingdom of heaven. That’s 
what God is bringing about in this world. Let us turn to our parables to learn more about how this 
is happening in our world.  
 
In our first parable, we learn that we don’t know how the kingdom of God comes about. We have 
a role.  We plant the seeds and water them, but the real miracle happens when that seed 
germinates and starts to grow pushing up out of the soil.  Last week at Sunday school, our 
young people planted seeds in plastic cups with soil.  They will water them and hopefully by now 
they have started to sprout.  They have helped with the watering, but the rest of it is life 
springing anew as God created it to be.  We can help with the bringing about the kingdom of 
God, but God is truly the one at work where good overcomes evil and justice wins out in the 
end. That is the promise we trust in as those who follow Jesus Christ.  We trust in that promise 
when the chips are down and when all is going wrong, when the rest of the world has given up 
hope. God is sprouting seeds – first the stalk, then the head and then the full grain.  
 
The second parable talks about the persistence of God’s kingdom.  It starts from the smallest of 
seeds and grows into the greatest of shrubs that puts forward large branches that shelters the 
birds.  Jesus has chosen the mustard seed for his illustration. The mustard seed is a weed that 
spreads wildly, often to the detriment of nutrients needed by other plants. Invasive, 
pervasive, blown by the wind—once the mustard plant takes root, it takes over with wild 
unpredictability. It cannot be controlled.  
 
Perhaps Jesus chooses the mustard seed as a metaphor for the rule of God.  It is because 
of God’s reality, like the mustard plant, that bursts out of control. God’s reality “invades, 
overturns, and eventually overcomes the old one.1.  
 
I think about the bamboo that grows around here.  It doesn’t have the pointy leaves of what I 
know as bamboo, but it has the bamboo stalks and the persistence.   
                                                
1 As quoted by Jeanne Choy Tate, June 15, 2018, https://www.christiancentury.org/blog-post/sundays-
coming/mustard-you-can-t-control-mark-426-34 



Early this spring, my neighbors dug out this form of bamboo from their backyard.  It came up 
again with a vengeance.  Each day as I looked out, I could almost see it growing. Each day it 
added a couple of more inches.  It was like an alien plant.  
They cut it down again and in a couple weeks it was right back to where it was.  This is what I 
see the kingdom of God as – persistent in the face of much opposition.   
 
What do these parables tell us about the kingdom of God in this world?    
How can we be a part of the kingdom of God in this world as Bishop Curry describes it – as a 
world where love is the way? Where we actually treat each other like we are actually family? 
How do we plant those seeds and trust them into God’s hands for the growing and the harvest? 
How do we look for places where God’s persistent love refuses to give up? 
 
We plant those seeds by loving one another whether it is being kind to someone in the grocery 
store, being patient with a friend, or listening to someone everyone else ignores.  This week, I 
planted the seed by offering to pray for someone who lost his dad at my gym.  It is a small seed 
to be sure, but I have had a couple of conversations with him over the past few months and my 
heart breaks for him. I wanted to share the truth that I was praying for him and not just cover it 
up with saying I was thinking about him. Who knows what fruit this will bear?  Only God knows. 
We plant these seeds and may not see the fruit in our time, but we know God is working to bring 
the harvest forth.  
 
We keep your eyes open for God’s persistence in bringing about the kingdom.  If we pay close 
attention, you will see those places where love is becoming the way, and trust me we will have 
to pay close attention, because that is not what the news media will proclaim.  
 
So look closely at how love (aka the kingdom of God) is being proclaimed and be the bearer of 
that message to all who will listen to you.  At times our proclamation may be about speaking out 
against those who are not proclaiming that love is the way. For me this week, I did that by 
signing a petition that immigrant children should not be kept apart from their parents in 
warehouses as our government is doing. We must all find ways to be part of that pervasive 
mustard seed or bamboo that perseveres not matter how much the world tries to hack it down.  
 
So my friends scatter your kingdom seeds.  Look for the kingdom of God breaking into this world 
and tell anyone who will listen about it. God is at work and good will overcome evil. The kingdom 
of God is coming about in this world even though is it not fully here.  Let us proclaim this any 
way we can.  The world is in desperate need of this good news. 
 
  


