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This morning we have the missing stories from that were left out from last week’s gospel– the 
feeding of the five thousand and Jesus walking on water.  However, we have moved from the 
gospel of Mark to the gospel of John. I want to focus on John’s telling of the feeding of the Five 
thousand. One of the differences in John’s telling of the feeding of the five thousand from 
Mark’s is that Jesus is not teaching the people who he feeds.  In John’s gospel, Jesus sees a 
crowd coming towards him and he asks Phillip what can we give them to eat. Phillip is 
incredulous - 6 months wages wouldn’t feed all these people.”  One of his disciples, “There is a 
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 
Jesus said, “Make the people sit down. Jesus gives thanks and distributes the food. And five 
thousand eat with left overs. 
 
It is an amazing story that shows us God’s abundance.  It is one that we can barely get our minds 
around. In my mind when I think about the feeding of the five thousand, I imagine crowds who 
have listened to Jesus teaching all day and now that it was late, Jesus sees that they are in need of 
food.  But in John’s gospel, he feeds the crowds who are just arriving.  He sees that they are 
hungry and he makes a way for them to eat. To me it makes this story even more amazing.   
 
One of my challenges with the feeding of the five thousand is that I start thinking about the 
logistics.  How could five thousand people possible hear Jesus breaking the bread and giving 
thanks?  Where did all the baskets come from?  Who helped distribute the food besides the 
disciples? They must have had help.  How did all this happen anyway? Did people share the food 
they had with them? If you are like me, I think we have to be careful about letting logistics and 
details take us away from the power of this story because this story is about the abundance of 
God.  
Instead let us look at the gifts this story gives us. 

• we find out that this abundance is given even if we haven’t heard Jesus teaching.   
 

• We hear that God abundance comes to us in our times of need.   
 

• We hear that God sees us as we and loves us more than we can imagine wherever we are.  
 
The challenge for us is to live into this abundance, because even though many of us live with 
more than we need, we live a life of scarcity – in many ways a manufactured way of living in 
scarcity.  Advertisements support this life of scarcity telling us that we don’t have enough and 
that we need more and more – more savings, more clothes, more skin creams, more gadgets and 
more toys. We have much and yet we are told we need more. The feeding of the five thousand 
contradicts all of that telling us of the abundance God longs to give us freely – abundance that 
surpasses anything we could acquire.  Abundance so great that two fish and five barley loves 
feeds 5,000.  That is some abundance! 
 
I have come to understand that the less you have, the more you are able to be aware of God’s 
abundance. I saw it in the homeless I worked with in DC in those who trusted that they would 
have a next meal somehow and that God would get them through the day. I heard it when a 



fellow seminarian came back from Africa and told of how she had an amazing meal and was 
given a custom made dress from a village where the people had very little.  She tried to refuse 
the gift of food and clothing, but they insisted and celebrated the giving of that gift. They were 
sharing their abundance with her because they trusted that there would be more. 
 
 
I want you to think about when you have experienced abundance as Jesus talks about– those 
times when extra tables were set up for you and other food was found and shared.  Those times 
when others were welcomed even though there was not much to share. Those times where space 
was made. 
 
Here at St. Peter’s I saw it on our first Caribbean night when we had more people than we could 
have imagined.  We set up more tables and made room and it was a great night. I see it our 
pantry where even when we have little to give, we find a way to send folks home with bags of 
food.  I see it as we welcome our AA and NA, groups, our cub scouts and the non-profit 
cheerleading program. This is part of how we share our abundance with those around us. 
 
And as I read the history of St. Peter’s in preparation for the 300th anniversary of our royal 
charter, I heard that we did not have the money to build a church or to have a regular minister 
and the charter allowed us to go forward make those things happen. I wonder if our founders had 
any idea of the abundance of the next 300 years that were to come.  We are part of that 
abundance. 
 
That is the abundance God calls us to and asks us to trust in.  That is the abundance that God 
gives us.  How can we live out that abundance and show it to others? We can do that by making 
space in our pew or at our table at coffee hour.   
We can ask if someone is OK and maybe take them out for coffee or for a walk to hear their 
story.  We can show up in the hospital or at a wake to share our presence and love. We can join 
in in the ministries of St. Peters.  
 
God has given us much in our lives and beyond.  God has given us much in this place called St. 
Peter’s. There is much of God’s abundance here. Let us find it and proclaim it! 
	


