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When I first looked at this reading, I simply looked at it at face value and was searching 
for something in it. After hours of that, I had decided it was enough for one night. I then re read 
it a few days later, with a new view point, and understood what it was saying. The Gospel today 
is just a short passage with a major flashback. In the flashback, King Herod is remembering how 
John the Baptist was beheaded, and the events that led to said beheading. 

John was in jail before his death, and if he was like any of us, he was probably wondering 
where God was in this, and if he would be able to finish his mission.  But that’s the thing, John's 
mission doesn't end when he dies. John was only the one to start the mission. Because after he 
dies, the torch is passed along to Jesus. Mission doesn’t just end because someone gives it up or 
because they die, the mission continues. Sure there are missions that fade with the need or with 
the times, but the call is still out there.  

Just because one person doesn't feel their call to a specific mission anymore, in no way 
means that the mission is not needed anymore. Most people can't keep the same work for years 
and years. Granted some may, but the vast majority can not. But do not fret, there will always be 
the next generation or someone else to take the mission over and to change it to fit the needs of 
the people. 

Take for instance, Ralph Richardson, who has generously allowed me to use him as an 
example this morning. Ralph has worked with the youth group for close to 20 years now.  That's 
a long time to do one mission, but it has been worth it; as the youth that he missioned to are now 
grown up and doing their own mission in the world around them. They youth that he fostered are 
now helping to foster the next generation and those to come. 

Just because Ralph is no longer missioning to the youth anymore, does not mean that the 
need is not still there. The torch is being passed to the next generation, the people who will foster 
the generation below mine. The need is still there and there is still going to be there for years to 
come. 

Of course the mission does not end, just like it did not end with John, it is passed along to 
those who will continue the work that was started before them. Mission can be a tricky thing that 
takes people a time to figure out. Some people may try fifteen different missions before they find 
one that suits the, while others may find theirs right away. But know that that's okay either way. 
It isn't something that you're stuck with for life, contrary to popular belief.  

 
Many people do not know where their mission is going or what will become of their 

mission after they have passed it along. But that's the point, isn't it? To see the need for 
something and to react to the need in the moment, and if something great happens because of it, 
good. But also if nothing big happens, hey you still touched even a one life, and that is the point 
of mission. Because mission means the same, as it is all the work of God. 

Amen. 
 


