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Do you want to build a snowman? (sung) This song from the movie, Frozen, will drive many a 
parent or grandparent crazy after hearing it a thousand times.  But as I contemplated the 
persistence of the Wise men in looking for the star, this song – “Do you want to build a 
snowman?” kept coming back to me. Recently, I was a school holiday concert where this song 
was sung and I was struck by the persistence of the question – Do you want to build a 
snowman?  Frozen is the story of two princesses – Elsa and Anna. Elsa has a secret. She has 
the power to control snow and ice.  One day she fills an empty ballroom with snow almost dies, 
and their parents are so scared they surrounded their castle with thick walls and isolate Elsa 
encouraging her to hide what she can do.  
 
Elsa stops playing with Anna because she is afraid of hurting her and Anna sings this song to 
Elsa in hopes that Elsa will come and play.  The song is sung over the years that Elsa is 
locked away and Anna comes again and again to ask the question – Do you want to build a 
snowman? Elsa never responds throughout the whole song and yet Anna persists. She 
persists because she longs to be in relationship with Ella again. Eventually – all is well – this is 
a Disney movie after all, but it is this persistence that reminds me of the Wise Men because I 
hear much persistence and longing in their search for the Christ Child. Permit me, but the 
message I am hearing to the Wise men is – “Do you want to follow a star?” (sung)  I’ll bet that 
their following the star did not come easily.   
 
Have you ever tried to follow a star? The last time I successfully followed a star I was 6 years 
old and in a Christmas pageant when we followed the star the Angel Gabriel was carrying. It 
was an easy star to follow.  It was carried right in front of me. Sometimes back at home in 
Antigua, I would see a particularly bright star that I thought might be the star of Jesus, but I 
knew I didn’t know how to begin to follow it.  I was pretty sure I would walk right off the island.  
 
I am sure it was not easy even for the Wise Men.  Following the star required years of study 
and watching the night sky.  It required a long journey – remember we think the Wise Men 
travelled for over a year of more. Think about the persistence it must have taken – long nights 
at the campsite, the attempt to follow a heavenly body so high in the sky, the wrong turns and 
so much more. I am quite sure Jerusalem was not the first place they stopped to ask 
questions, and at that point they were still about nine miles off. King Herod doesn’t know where 
the child is, but he knows people who know.  He finds out from the chief priests and scribes, 
calls the Wise Men to him and dispatches them off to Bethlehem.  And it is there in Bethlehem 
that they find Jesus Christ and offer him their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
It occurred to me that we too are following the star – the star that leads us to Jesus, our 
longing for Jesus.  We too need to look up – look up from all the things that keep us looking 
down away from the star that is shining brightly for us.  We too must study – picking up the 
Bible which shows us the way to Jesus and what he calls us to.  We too are on a journey 
which may or may not be a physical journey in search of our Savior who loves us so much. 
And we too need to consult with others asking questions and getting their support along the 



way. And perhaps most of all we must be persistent, because following the star to Jesus is not 
an easy journey and much will try and get in our way.  
 
In so many ways I find the journey of the Wise Men following the star to Jesus as a reminder 
and blueprint for us following our star to Jesus. So on this cold weekend, when the snow that is 
on the ground does not lend itself to making snowmen, I ask you a different question – “Do you 
want to follow a star?” (sung)  … And are you willing to do the work? 


