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In our Old Testament reading from Deuteronomy, Moses summons all the people and tells them that 
God will raise up for them a prophet for them who is like Moses. God will send another so they do not 
have to hear the voice of God or see the great fire as they did at Horeb which they found so terrifying. 
I found myself putting myself in the Israelite’s shoes. After all Moses has been with them since they 
left Egypt.  He has guided them through the desert.  He has pleaded with them on God’s behalf. He 
has been the one to bring God’s Word to them.  I wondered how it felt to know that they were going to 
lose him.  Terrified I bet even with the promise of another prophet.  Could someone else really take 
his place?  Could they really trust in God’s promise?  We know how it turned out.  Joshua became the 
next prophet and he served the people well. 
 
What I am interested in is that in-between time when God’s promise has not come to fruition, but 
when we must trust in God. How do we trust in God’s promises when things are not turning out as 
expected?  How do we trust when everything seems to be going in the opposite direction?  How do 
we have hope and keep going forward? 
 
I returned from my interfaith trip to Israel with a deeper understanding of the challenges there and 
wondering if there could ever be peace there.  Can Palestinians and Israelis ever share this land that 
belongs to both of them? I do believe God wants peace. In the Bible, we hear about God’s promise of 
peace, but I wonder if the people who live in Israel will ever find it. The more I learned, the more I saw 
the gap between them widening, and yet we met with several different groups who are working for a 
way to come together.  
 
In Israel, the Palestinians and Israelis live separately.  There are zones established by the Israelis 
and a security wall.  Some Palestinians are able to move in and out of all zones and Israelis are 
forbidden by law to enter zone A although we found out that exceptions can be made. Even with 
those restrictions and divisions and with all the problems that they cause, there are those who are 
trying to make a way to come together and to live together.  On my trip, we were introduced to 
several efforts working against a tide that seems huge and yet they persist. Here are three. 

One of the first groups we visited was Roots - a project in the Etzion settlement area outside the 
Israeli security wall. In the small compound, the Israelis and Palestinians of Roots bring Palestinians 
and Jewish settlers in a realistic and unique coexistence dialogue/living project. This includes working 
with youth groups, providing seminars for Jewish settlers and Palestinians to hear different point of 
views and to talk. They grow crops, share meals and provide work trips.  It is slow challenging work. 

Another organization we visited is using art to bring people together in the city of Umn el Fahem. 
Umn el Fahem is a Palestinian city which ended up in Israeli territory within the security wall making it 
very difficult for the Palestinian residents as they are shut off from their people. Their identity was in 
crisis. The creator wants the gallery to be a place where the Palestinians and the Israeli people can 
begin dialogue and to be especially a place where the Jews can hear the Arab narrative. First, they 
had to invite the people in the neighborhood. Sixty percent of the people in the town are poor and 
they have worked to invite them in.  Women have been invited to learn about making ceramics and 
they have come. I was able to buy one of those pieces. They provide free space for young artists to 
show their work.   

On our final night, just hours before we got on the plane, we had a final speaker, Alick Isaacs, 
founder of Siach Shalom, Talking Peace. He believes that the way forward to peace must go 
beyond working with liberals on both sides.  He works to engage the right on both sides - the most 



extreme.   He likens it to trying to deal with a lioness and her cubs.  If you approach her, she will be 
very fierce and yet you know that there is a side of her that loves her cubs.  He works to talk to that 
side. He works to build relationship. When you have relationship, then you have something to work 
from when it comes to the very hard questions.  Again, slow work to be sure. 

We heard from three or four more groups/people doing similar work in different ways and I was 
impressed by all of their hopes and perseverance, because it is clear that their work is having only a 
tiny effect in the scale of things.  And yet they persist and they work trusting in hope – the hope that 
God gives us. 

And so we come to our community of St. Peters. For many of us find our community not at the place 
we had hoped for. Our pews are not full.  We need more volunteers for our ministries.  Many have 
moved away and our people don’t have much time to serve at church with all that is going on in their 
lives. Where is the thriving community of disciples that God calls us to? This is where we need to 
keep hope alive just as the Israelites had to and as the folks in Israel and Palestine that I described 
before are doing.  

One of the places I find that spark of hope is in the work that the Way of St. Paul team is doing with 
the Barnabas questions. This may seem like a small step, but I believe in the power of the small steps 
just as I have hope in the small steps that are happening with Israelis and Palestinians. The Barnabas 
questions are a way to listen to one another and to support each other in our life and ministry.   
 
These questions help us help one another with our discipleship.  It is slow work that doesn’t produce 
big results, but it is work that lays the foundation for our hope to be a vibrant community of disciples 
that support and care for one another, who walk with one another in life. This is the basis for the 
community we dream of and that God can build.  During our annual meeting, we all will have a time to 
try out the Barnabas questions. I hope you will try them and continue to use them and to see what 
fruit it bears both in our community and in your life.  
 
Trust that God is working in our lives and our world and know that sometimes it is not something we 
can see in big and grand ways. But know God is working and trust that God is present in all those 
small ways that are growing and changing our world. 


