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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

1/20/2019 

Our Christmas for 2018 is over, packed away as Christmas past and is time for us to 

move on. We have celebrated the birth of Christ. Jesus has been named, circumcised, 

and Baptized. Now where do we go from here? How do we proceed now that the real 

work begins? It is Epiphany, the season in which the light of Christ is manifested in 

this crazy world. How do we find the light amidst the craziness? 

      This morning John takes us to a celebration at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. 

Jesus, his disciples and his mother have been invited to share in the joy of this 

couple as they begin their life together. Now in those days, weddings were 

weeklong affairs and the bridegroom was responsible for feeding and providing 

libations for the entire party. To fall short was disaster for the bridegroom, 

socially and at times financially, shunned by his community for failing to 

provide for his guests. Suddenly, the mother of Jesus pulls him aside and says 

“there is no wine”. Woman, what has that to do with me and you? My hour has 

not yet come”. What? What’s up with that? Jesus, puts on the pout and tells 

His mother, rather rudely I might add, that it’s not time yet? Our commentators 

tell us that it was not Jesus’ intention to be rude but it was an attempt to 
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disengage from human influence and to be guided by God and God alone. 

Without another word being exchanged, she communicates to her son, the need 

is now so the hour is now and she simply tells the servants to do whatever he 

tells them to do. Why Jesus suddenly has a change of heart is one of the great 

mysteries in this morning’s text. My hope, as a mother, is that God says “Son 

listen to your mother, she knows what she’s talking about, but is far more likely, 

that God has broken through Jesus’ preconceived idea of when “his hour” is to 

come. Maybe God tells Jesus that when there is need before you it is time for 

action no matter what the hour is. Jesus then tells the servants to fill six stone 

jars with water and shortly thereafter the wine steward is amazed at the quantity 

and quality of the wine being served. The light of God’s compassion and 

abundance breaks through, the celebration continues, the bridegroom’s 

reputation is saved, and the guests are none the wiser.  

     How then is God, revealed to us in our gospel this morning? We are meant to see 

that the light of God shines through Jesus and His love and compassion are for all, 

even a bridegroom with empty wine jugs. We are meant to see that our God provides 

for us abundantly and we are called into that abundance to be joyful and celebrate 

God’s abundant love for us. But how do we reconcile God’s abundant gift of six jugs 

of wine at a wedding feast 2,ooo years ago with the agony of scarcity, loss, need, 



3	
	

illness, systemic injustice and politicians and world leaders more interested in their 

own agenda than the needs of the people they are elected to serve? Where is the 

abundance? Where is the celebration? This morning we do celebrate God’s gifts and 

the celebration goes far beyond the first miracle at a wedding feast 2,00 years ago.  

      This morning we celebrate the memory of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr, Dr. 

King was called by God to work to spread God’s abundance and love to people of 

color. He answered God’s call and worked tirelessly, ultimately giving up his life for 

a just world for all people.  

      This morning we also celebrate the ordination, to the Sacred Order of Deacons of 

Brigitte Pincelli and Joe Luzardo, and four of their colleagues called by the grace of 

God to be bearers of his abundance and love in the world. They have answered that 

call and we wish them all of God’s blessings as they begin a new road in their journey. 

      What then does all this mean for us as we struggle to find God in this broken 

world? We too are called by God to follow Jesus. We all know it is far easier to sit 

back and ask where God is in all of this, than to seek and see him in the places where 

we live and move and have our being, but that is not what’s being asked of us. We 

are being called to celebrate the gift of God’s abundance in our lives. We are being 

called to find and follow Jesus to those places that need God’s love so desperately, to 
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hear the cries of the sick, the lonely, and those who live in terror.  If we pack a bag 

of groceries, make a meal for the homeless shelter, sit with someone sick or dying or 

grieving, or wrap our arms around someone who is terrified by the circumstances of 

their lives, we a make a difference. When we see the need and act we let the light of 

Christ shine in us and around us and through us. We are the miracle workers that 

carry God’s abundant love, and that is cause for celebration, Amen   

 

 

       


