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Come and see - what powerful words those turn out to be in this morning’s gospel. John 
is standing with two of his disciples. As Jesus goes by, John declares – Here is the 
Lamb of God and his two disciples start to follow Jesus.  Jesus notices them following 
and stops to ask them what they want.  They answer - Rabbi where are you staying? -  
an odd question I find – why not say - tell us who you are and what you are all about, 
but perhaps they know that answer will take time.  Jesus replies, “Come and see.”  We 
don’t hear the details of what happens when they stay at the house where Jesus was, 
but we know it is life changing.  Andrew, one of the disciples that has followed Jesus, 
goes to his brother Simon and says we have found the Messiah and Simon, who will be 
called Peter, follows Jesus as well. 
 
Come and see.  Have you ever said those words to someone?  Has someone said them 
to you?  Have lives been changed?  Did someone tell you to come and see and you 
ended up here in this place – this faith community of St. Peter’s?  Have you invited 
someone to St. Peter’s?  Did they come?  You may get the sense of where I am going 
with this. This gospel teaches us about making the invitation to come and see - to come 
and see what this life with Christ is all about, to share how amazing it can be to be a 
part of a faith community. In the work I do with the diocese on congregational growth, 
we talk about the invitation to come and see because invitation is how churches grow.   
Churches grow one person at a time.  They grow when we go out and say come and 
see. I know this sounds scary or even impossible especially for us Episcopalians, but 
our invitation is important for the world that is longing for the change that Jesus can 
bring. 
 
What can we learn from this Gospel about extending the ‘come and see’ invitation.  The 
acceptance of the invitation to come and see is often not as quick or simple as it 
appears in the Gospel. If you look at the first part of the gospel, you realize that maybe it 
really wasn’t quick and simple at all.  I think their response to Jesus’ invitation has to do 
with their relationship with John as his disciples, what they know of Jesus from John 
and the time they spent with John and Jesus. I think relationship is a very important in 
the invitation to come and see.  If a stranger comes up to you and says come and see 
this really great pizza place, you might try it, but not with the stranger. But if a good 
friend tells you about the pizza place, then you are more likely to check it out. I believe 
John’s relationship with his disciples was a big part of them accepting the Jesus’ 
invitation to come and see.   
 
But there is more than just relationship.  John has been telling the disciples about 
Jesus.  He has been preaching about Jesus and we get a glimpse of that in the first part 
of the gospel which happens on the previous day.  John sees Jesus and says here is 
the Lamb of God – the one who takes away the sin of the world.  This is the one who 
ranks ahead of me. He is the reason I have been baptizing. John has told them about 
Jesus so the next day when Jesus comes along again, they follow and accept Jesus’ 



invitation to come and see.  Not only do they answer the call, but they go out and invite 
others to also come and see.    
 
Recently I’ve lost some weight and that is due to one of my friends saying to me – 
Come and see – come and see what this way of eating could do for you. I tell this story 
because like the gospel, it shows that the ‘come and see’ invitation requires 
relationship, sharing your experience and also time. My friend started a program called 
the Fast Metabolism Diet a year before I finally tried it.  We talk several times a week so 
I remember when her doctor gave it to her.  I was skeptical because she had tried many 
weight loss endeavors over the years.   
 
She described it to me and immediately I declared I could never be on it because it 
involved giving up caffeine.  She didn’t pester me about being on the diet. In the course 
of our conversations, she would describe what she was eating for lunch or dinner that 
day and I would say – that sounds really good.  She said it is! I think you would like it.  
She did talk about her struggle about not having caffeine and the difficulties of travelling 
when eating in this way.  She even promised to come spend a few days and cook some 
of the diet food so I could taste it.  But still I was not going on that diet without caffeine. 
 
Last May, she reached her goal weight and posted it on Facebook.  She looked really 
good.  I had been frustrated in my working out and attempts to lose weight and so I said 
– what if I tried it for 28 days. Surely I can give up caffeine for 28 days.  I did the 28 
days, and kept going and now I feel so much better. I look back and wonder why I did 
not start this program earlier. Why did it take so much time?  It took time because I 
needed that time.  And over time, because of our relationship, and her sharing of her 
experience, I too came and saw what the diet could do for me.  
 
However there is one more piece of this invitation that I cannot leave out.  That piece is 
God. It is a piece that was present because Jesus was there in our gospel. And God is 
part of every come and see invitation. 
 
There is a part of Dr. Martin Luther King’s story that reminds me of this God piece. Do 
you know that Dr. King was reluctant to become the leader of the civil rights movement?  
He had been given his own form of the “Come and See” invitation when the community 
leaders wanted him to lead this movement that was gaining momentum after Rosa 
Parks refused to give up her seat on the bus and African Americans refused to ride 
buses in Montgomery, Alabama.  He was part of the group that was doing the 
organizing, but he had a new church, a new baby and had just finished his Ph. D.  All 
the pieces for him accepting the invitation were there – he had the relationship with 
leaders, the experience of and time with the movement. That night he went home and 
prayed.  In the course of that prayer, he accepted their invitation and preached at the 
rally that evening. I believe God intervened and the world changed.   
 
Think about someone who you know – with whom you have a relationship with – 
someone that you think would benefit from being a part of our community.  Who is it in 



your life that needs the strength and love from a relationship with Jesus Christ?   If you 
are thinking of someone who you don’t have a relationship with then build one. 
 
Share your experience with this person. From time to time, share an insight from bible 
study that spoke to you or how being in church helped you get through the week.  
Maybe you could share how the prayers of the people at St. Peter’s kept you going 
when you had my operation or how much serving at the Food Pantry keeps you 
grounded in the love of neighbor. And one day, say, come and see.  I think you would 
really enjoy our church – come and see. I know it seems daunting, but remember to 
give it time and that God is also in this invitation.  
 
We have come and we have seen. We have known the power and love of Jesus Christ. 
This is what we need to invite others to because truly Jesus has the power to change 
lives and the world. Who will you tell to come and see? 
 
 


