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This week I found myself weary perhaps even tired of the division that continues through our 
country.  It was a long election season and the divisiveness that permeated it has continued and 
even gotten worse. Friends who had a great time at a baby shower a few months ago are now 
silent after some attended the women’s march and others disapproved – at least silent on 
Facebook.  I have had lots of challenging conversations over the past few weeks and the 
temptation is there – to stay silent in conversation. There is even the temptation to stay silent in 
my sermons.  And then comes our reading from Isaiah – “Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up 
your voice like a trumpet!” And if I chose to ignore that, then in the gospel, we have Jesus’ 
teaching about letting your light be seen and not hiding under a basket.  

 

Be heard. Be seen.  This is part of God’s call to us.   

 

When I find a verse of scripture speaking to me, I always find it helpful to see what is happening 
in the surrounding verses.  In the case of the Old Testament reading, the prophet Isaiah is being 
called to speak out. The people needed to be reminded that worship and their fasting (you could 
also say their practice of faith) was not done just to be seen by God, but rather to make a 
difference in them and how they treated others – in their case how they treated their servants. 
The people were crying out that God did not notice them when they fasted, but didn’t see that 
their fasting did not have the effect God hoped for. It is kind of like coming to church on Sunday 
morning, delighting in your worship of God and then going out and being mean or ignoring 
someone in need. 

 

In the gospel Jesus is teaching his disciples that they cannot hide the light that is within them.  
That light is needed in this world to shine and bring peace and justice. That light cannot be 
hidden when times get tough. That light cannot be hidden because we are scared or tired. Our 
light must shine so that others may see our good works and give glory to our Father in heaven. 

 

So I will speak and be seen and I invite you to speak and be seen as well. But what does that 
look like especially in these times when many have little or no hope and are scared?  What does 
that look like when there is so much division and many are just hoping for respite?  

 

First of all, we need to remember what we are about. It is very clear in the Old Testament reading 
especially in the second half of the reading which was not in your scripture insert, but which was 
read out loud. Isaiah spoke to the people because they had forgotten that their fasting, their 
practice of faith was to lead them “to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Isaiah asks them, “Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to 



cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?” We hear these themes the Gospel as 
well though not in as much detail – so that people might see your good works.  Good works – 
fight injustice, help the oppressed, share your bread with the hungry, seek out the lost and the 
lonely, care for the sick. This is how we are light in the world. 

But what does this have to do with our current divisiveness in this country.  I believe it has a lot to do 
with it. We are divided because we disagree about whether the present administration will care for the 
people.  Will the president help create ways to seek out the lost and the lonely, care for the sick, fight 
for injustice and feed the poor? Some will say yes.  Some will say no and others will say – wait and 
see.  Some will say – we have waited and seen and we must fight.  And there we go right into 
divisiveness.  And there we must go because together we must work to create ways to seek out the 
lost and the lonely, care for the sick, fight for injustice and feed the poor even if we disagree on how 
to go about it.  

So where do we begin?  Here are three guidelines which I have adapted from Rev. Amy Butler1 , 
pastor of Riverside Church in NYC. The first is, “Everything we say or do should be grounded in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. This means that we reflect the qualities Jesus taught us, and it also means we 
are not shy about saying who we are and why we speak or act.” You have to be ready to speak about 
the gospel of Jesus Christ – what it says and how it directs your life.  If that makes you want to run for 
the hills, don’t.  You know what the gospel means in your heart especially if you have been hanging 
around this place called St. Peter’s for awhile – you just need to get it into words.   

Words like – Jesus taught us to love our neighbors – all neighbors.  Jesus taught us to feed the 
hungry and fight for the oppressed. Jesus hung out with those others rejected. Pick up a bible and 
turn to Matthew, Mark Luke or John and let those stories of Jesus speak to you again and again so 
that the teachings of Jesus are written on your heart. Have you heard of the Shema found in 
Deuteronomy 6 – “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5 You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. It is the most important 
command given to the people of Israel.” What I want to point out is the instruction that comes after. 
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7 Recite them to your children and 
talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you 
rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem[b] on your forehead, 9 and write them 
on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. We must let the gospel of Jesus Christ be like that 
to you as well. 

Rev. Butler’s second guideline is, “We must engage in prophetic witness. This means we will not 
be afraid to speak the truth out loud, to say things that might be controversial, to advocate with 
and for those who cannot speak or advocate for themselves.” So the next time someone in your 
company says something you disagree with especially if it has to do with an issue of justice that 
you think is important, don’t stay silent.  Don’t jump up and yell either.  Perhaps say – you know I 
don’t agree.  If you ever have some time and would like to talk more about it, I’d be willing. 

The third guideline is that “we should always work to offer ourselves in relationship that moves us 
toward reconciliation. This means that everything we say or do should help us engage in relationship 
with others, especially those who are different than we are. So we tell stories of real life, we listen to 
                                                
1 Rev. Amy Butler, https://baptistnews.com/article/why-my-faith-propelled-me-to-the-womens-
march/#.WJJMJrGZP-a 
 



the voices of others, we reach out to each other and to a world of different people with different 
perspectives, believing that relationships change us.” We must listen – listen to the other – hear their 
story, their pain and their frustration. In relationship, we will find a way. In sharing our stories, we will 
find away.  That means going out and engaging even when it is hard and returning again and again to 
be in relationship and conversation with the one you disagree with. 

So shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. Be heard 
and be seen. God calls us to go out and do the hard work of working for peace and justice in this 
world.  

 


