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Our gospel this week is challenging.  I think just about every one of us will feel 
condemned after reading our gospel. What is Jesus trying to do with these words? 
 
You have heard that you shall not murder? Jesus says don’t even get angry. 
You have heard that you shall not adultery? Jesus says to look with lust is a sin. 
You have heard that you can divorce your wife?  Jesus says that is the same a causing 
her to commit adultery. 
You have heard wear falsely? – Do not swear at all either by heaven or earth of by 
Jerusalem. 
 
What are we to do with this?  We thought we were OK with the commandments from 
Moses – do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not take the Lord’s name in vain?  
Why is Jesus making it impossible for us?  Is he condemning us to hell? I want you to 
offer you two thoughts about this today.   
 
One is that we cannot hear these words without remembering the rest of Jesus’ words – 
the rest of the words in his Sermon the Mount which we have been hearing parts of 
these past few Sundays.  Just last week we heard – “You are the salt of the earth.  You 
are the light of the world.” Not you are going to be when you improve and get your life 
together, but that you are salt and you are light.  And then later in the gospel of Matthew 
in chapter 6 as part of the same sermon, Jesus tells us not to worry about what we will 
wear of what we will eat because look at how your heavenly father feeds the birds of the 
air and clothes the lilies of the field.  Will he not clothe you?   So while these words are 
rough and difficult to hear never mind follow, we still keep in mind that we have a loving 
and merciful Savior. 
 
My second thought is that is that truly delving into this text will take much longer than 
you are ready for me to speak this morning.  So hear this observation understanding 
that this is only a part of what we can take away from this scripture.   
 
In this teaching, we find ourselves in the same boat as murderers, adulterers and 
divorcees. In this teaching, we are reminded that all of us are the same – all in need of 
Christ’s mercy.  You see we humans have a way of separating ourselves from the other 
and we do it in all sorts of ways.   
 
How many of us have driven on Route 287 and seen the other side completely backed 
up while it is all clear and thought -  I am so lucky not to be them - not having too much 
compassion for their plight.   
 
Before I was divorced, I remember being very critical of those who were divorced.  I did 
not understand how a couple could come to a place where they stopped caring for their 
marriage and then one day I was divorced.  
 
I recently heard about African members of a church in Silver Spring, MD, that was 
defaced the day after our recent election with white supremacist signs.  They told their 
fellow church members who were reeling that it didn’t involve them and that they were 
fine.  Now with immigration restrictions, they are worried about relatives who are here 
on a guest visa.  It now matters to them the change in our administration. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi6_RCL.html#gsp1


Or for those of us who are fed up with all the divisiveness in our country and are saying, 
“I’m done with politics.  I’m sick of politics.”  Remember those who because of their 
race, gender, financial circumstance, orientation and immigration cannot be done with 
politics because they simply do not have that privilege.1 
 
 
We cannot separate ourselves from others – not from those hungry in Africa or those 
still recovering from the hurricane in North Carolina and Haiti or the families of those lost 
to gun violence.  We cannot separate ourselves from those we think are more sinful for 
one reason or another because we all are living in this broken world and we are all 
sinners and in need of God’s saving grace.  
 
This week remember this difficult teaching of Jesus and remember that we are in this 
life together as brothers and sisters in Christ. You see for Christ it is all about 
relationship so perhaps it is no surprise Jesus sends us to go and reconcile with our 
brother or sister before we come and offer our gift at the altar. We are in this together 
and in striving for relationship with one another, we come closer to being the people that 
Jesus desires us to be. 

                                                      
1 Adapted from the Kristen Tea quote mentioned in “The agony and privilege of anger” by Andrew Prior 
 https://onemansweb.org/the-agony-and-privilege-of-anger-matthew-521-37.html 

 


