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My prayer list is long.  I keep it on my phone. I pray for each name in the morning during 
the time when I say Morning Prayer.  Most of the prayers are for healing.  Some people 
have been on my list for years.  For some, I have no idea where they are or what has 
happened, but I still pray.  And there are those for whom the prayers do not seem to be 
answered, and yet I continue to pray. 
 
I long for the circumstances in this morning gospel when Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-
law. I long to witness something like this one act that spreads to the whole town 
gathering outside of Peter’s house bringing their sick to be healed? I think of all those I 
would call or pick up if I knew Jesus was in town healing.  
 
And yet in my longing to be in that time and that place with all of those I know who are 
in need of healing, I came to realize that Jesus didn’t heal everybody. He didn’t stay in 
that town.  In the early morning, he goes away to pray and the disciples go hunting for 
him. When they find Jesus, they say everyone has been looking for him presumable to 
continue healing and Jesus says it is time to move on.  It is time to go out into the region 
and preach the message.  He says, this is what I came to do. Jesus left behind people 
who were not healed. because he had to go out and spread the message – the Good 
News of God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
How did the people in the village where Peter lived feel when they knew he had left?  
Did they understand?  I suspect not.  I suspect they might have been angry or 
disappointed or might have planned to find a way to follow Jesus to his next stop.   
 
But Jesus knew that he had a bigger purpose than healing. Perhaps the bigger purpose 
was a different kind of healing.  Perhaps the healing that Jesus was going to speak 
about was the one that would always last – the one that endures beyond death and that 
healing is the one that is truly precious. 
 
In seminary, we are required to do Clinical Pastoral Education also call CPE.  It is 
usually done in the summer where we intern in a hospital for 10 weeks. We worked as 
chaplains with supervision. Each week, we spent several hours reflecting with our 
supervisor in a group on our experiences and being evaluated on how we were present 
with our patients. I did my CPE time at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, 
Maryland on the cancer ward which was for patients who had tried every other 
treatment available and were willing to try experimental treatments. At the time, I didn’t 
realize how far gone the patients who came to that floor were.  Most of them had so 
much hope and it was only later I came to understand that there was very little hope and 
that most of them died.   
 
It was a challenging place to be. One day, I encountered a woman about my age who 
just lit up a room.  She had such a light spirit. The first time I met her, she had a cold 
and could not undergo the treatment, but our first conversation in the waiting room was 



amazing. I learnt about a school teacher who loved her students, who had just gotten 
married to the love of her life after some failed relationships and who had been 
diagnosed with skin cancer which she has been fighting for some time.  
When she got better from the cold and came back for the experimental treatment from 
Florida, I learnt more about her and her faith journey. In one of our conversations, she 
said, I would never have wished to have this cancer and yet having this cancer has 
deepened my faith in so many amazing ways.  It sure had.  You could see it. Her 
confidence that God loved her and was with her was strong and it exuded from her. Her 
spirit was bright and hopeful even in the midst of the treatment which was horrible.   
 
I kept in touch with her after I finished my chaplaincy and there came the day where she 
was declared cancer free. She, her mom and I went to see a movie that day.  It was not 
to last.  A few months later she was gone. I did talk to her after that day I was with her 
and her mom and she told me about a dream that she had of being in heaven where 
she could zoom down to earth and back up again and how much fun it was. 
I can’t help thinking that while she was not healed physically, she was healed in a whole 
other way.  Perhaps this is the healing or perhaps the message that Jesus made a 
priority. Not the physical healing that we often seek, but the spiritual and emotional 
healing that Jesus offers, “different from what we might expect.” 
 
This is what we discussed at Chili Church last Thursday.  We pondered what exactly the 
message that Jesus was proclaiming. What were the words that he said?  The Gospel 
doesn’t give us the words but we have other words of Jesus that we drew from. 
 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life.” 
 
Jesus saying, “Your sins have been forgiven.” to the paralytic who was let down through 
the roof to be healed which 
 
Jesus naming the two greatest commandments -  you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul and all your mind.  And to love your neighbor as 
yourself. 
 
Perhaps the message of Jesus is really about proclaiming a way of true healing.  This 
healing is lasting, because after all even if we are healed physically, we all die 
eventually.  Jesus was proclaiming a different healing, a deeper healing, an eternal 
healing.  And while I long for physical healing here and now, I trust in that eternal 
healing that exists beyond our physical life.  I trust in the spiritual healing that can 
transform our lives even in the midst of disaster.  The power of Jesus’ message is that 
true healing goes past our physical existence.  What an amazing gift Jesus has given 
us. So yes some of our prayers for healing are answered exactly as we hoped for and 
some are not, yet know that Jesus’ healing goes past our physical selves into the part of 
us that is perhaps the most important – our souls, our spiritual selves.  Know that God is 
longing to love us, to heal us and to bring us to everlasting life.  
		


