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Wilderness is not hard to find in Israel.  On my trip to Israel this past January as we 
travelled through the country, I got accustomed to seeing the dry rocky terrain that 
seemed to be most places we went.  That rocky ground is such a challenge that Israel 
has become one of the world leaders in finding was to grow crops in this dusty terrain 
so much so that they are working with countries in Africa to share their techniques. 
 
These pictures are typical of what we would see.   
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
I suspect that it is likely that Jesus did not have to go far from the place of his baptism to 
enter the wilderness. He was baptized in the river Jordan.  I did not go to that traditional 
site (show pictures), but as our guide said the Jordan river is not as mighty as it was as 
you can see in this picture from the north of the Sea of Galilee. 
   

         
Traditional site of Jesus’ baptism     The River Jordan 
 
 
In the pictures before, you can see how stony and dusty and dry the land is and most 
likely was.  This is where Jesus spent 40 days and nights.  This is where Jesus was 
tempted by Satan, and where he encountered wild beasts and angels. I find myself 
pondering Jesus’ experience.  We have so few details especially in telling in Mark’s 
Gospel. What was it like on day 1? Day 6?  Day 20? Day 37? Did Jesus know how long 



he needed to stay? How did Jesus pass the time each day?  Was he afraid? There 
were wild beasts, but there were also encounters with angels.  
What was the purpose of this time for Jesus?  As I look for that purpose, I look at what 
came before and after about Jesus’ 40 day journey in the wilderness. 
 
Before Jesus goes into the wilderness, he is baptized by John in the Jordan.  As he 
comes up out of the water, the Spirit descends on him and a voice from heaven names 
who Jesus is – my Son the Beloved. After Jesus leaves the wilderness, he begins his 
ministry.  I think that it is important that before he entered the wilderness, that God 
declared him as God’s beloved Son, and that right after he leaves the wilderness, Jesus 
begins his ministry of going to Galilee and proclaiming the Good News of God.  
 
What was necessary for Jesus to experience in the wilderness?  I think so. Remember 
that the Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness.  He had no choice, Perhaps, Jesus 
had to go into the wilderness learn how to face down the devil before he entered into his 
ministry where he would be confronted by challenges over and over eventually leading 
to his death.  Perhaps it was to help him know that in the worst of times that angels 
would always be there – that he would never be alone. I believe wilderness is essential 
to our ministry with God.  We enter it knowing we are the beloveds of God through our 
baptism and we leave it ready to proclaim the lessons we have learned which are pretty 
much about God’s presence with us no matter what is happening. 
 
In Lent, we intentionally enter into wilderness knowing we are beloved by God and to 
get ready to proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in this world.  This is why we create a 
wilderness for the 40 days of Lent whether it is giving up something or taking up a new 
experience.  We give up chocolate, TV, alcohol, listening to the radio in the car, or 
taking the stairs instead of the elevator.  This is why we take up practices and actions – 
whether it be reading a daily devotional, trying out a different prayer practice, attending 
the Lenten Class, volunteering at the food pantry or at the homeless day shelter. We do 
all this to make some space in our busy lives for the presence of God, to learn to deal 
with temptations, and to find out about encountering those angels that God sends us in 
the wildernesses that we encounter.   
 
Our intentional wilderness in Lent prepares us for the wildernesses that come upon us 
in this life and this world.  Our intentional wilderness gives us experience with 
temptation, with the wild beasts and then with the angels.  Our 40 days of Lent prepare 
us for our lives – our lives where we know we are declared as God’s beloved and our 
lives as we are sent out to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ. Because the 
wildernesses will come. It comes with the loss of a job, a cancer diagnosis, depression, 
loneliness, loss of a loved one, divorce, conflict, a horrible working environment, an 
abusive home environment.   
 
When the wilderness comes, we need to know how to be in those times. We need to 
know that we are God’s beloved from the very beginning and we need to know that all 
that happens to us informs our ministry to God’s people as we go forward.  The 
wilderness is stony, dry and dusty.  We will be hungry, thirsty and tired – longing for the 



God’s redemption and healing. And God is there. God’s angels are there. This is what 
we need to remember in the midst of all that is happening – as we continue to proclaim 
the good News of God in Jesus Christ. 
 
At the moment, our country is facing the wilderness of an epidemic of school shootings.  
I heard that the last incident on Ash Wednesday was our 18th school shooting for the 
year 2018.  This is daunting. We are just half way through the second month of 2018. 
We stand in this wilderness in grief and in feeling that nothing seems to change.  What 
can we learn in this wilderness? What can we do in this wilderness to prepare for our 
proclamation of God’s love as we stand in this wilderness as the congregation of St. 
Peter’s what conversations we could have that will prepare us for those actions and 
help us find a way forward. 
 
Perhaps we start by expressing our grief at the killing of our children and our frustration 
that nothing seems to change as the killing keep happening. 
 
Perhaps we share what we think needs to happen even though we may differ.  
 
Perhaps we listen to one another and come up with a way that we can start to change 
the way things are and perhaps it is OK that we work in different ways. 
 
What I know is that I cannot go on doing nothing. What I know is that a faith community 
can be powerful in finding a way to go forward and so I invite you into conversation – 
conversation to share our frustrations, to be honest with other, to go past being polite 
into discussing politics for the sake of our children because as the Rev. Marcus Hailey 
says being polite is killing our children.  I hope you will join me in this conversation 
which can start today after church.  We can start just by listening to one another. 
 
As we continue this 40 days of Lent, as we enter into an intentional wilderness, think 
about the wildernesses you are in.  Know that you are God’s beloved and God’s angels 
ad with you.  And be brave, because not only are we walking through our wilderness 
during Lent, we are being called into the wilderness of the world to be bearers of God’s 
love and Good News wherever we go in words and in action. 
 


