
Tell us plainly              Anne-Marie Jeffery 

John 10:22-30                        May 12, 2019 

The Jews gathered around Jesus say to him – How long will you keep us in suspense? 
If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly. Tell us plainly please.  Who are you really? Stop 
with all the metaphors.  

Our gospel is from the tenth chapter of John where Jesus uses the image of a shepherd 
to describe who he is. On this fourth Sunday of Easter, also called Good Shepherd 
Sunday, we always hear part of the 10th chapter of John. In it Jesus describes himself 
as the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep.  He is the shepherd who 
does not run away. Jesus knows his sheep and they know him just as he knows the 
Father and the Father knows him. And even though the people at the time would have 
much more familiarity with shepherds, they still don’t understand. So they say, if you are 
the Messiah, tell us plainly.  

Jesus continues on. I told you who I am and you do not believe. My works tell you who I 
am. Then he goes right back to the shepherd imagery.  So much for speaking plainly. 
Jesus says - my sheep listen to my voice and follow me.  No one will snatch them out of 
my hand. Those listening still don’t understand and they want to stone Jesus.  

“Maybe, by refusing to "speak plainly," Jesus was honoring human life for the incredibly 
complicated thing it is.  After all, one doesn't "speak plainly" about the greatest 
mysteries of the universe.  Jesus came to teach us about truth, about love, and about 
eternal life.”1 

And yes it is complicated. How many times I have said to Jesus? Tell me plainly. How 
does this work? If you love and care for us so much, and if no one can snatch us out of 
your hands, why is there so much pain?  Why is there so much evil?  Where is the 
change that we are longing for? This week I found myself especially frustrated with the 
continued shootings.  I found myself praying – please please God – make it stop.  Show 
us the way.  But the answer is still not clear and that is so hard to live with.  And yet in 
spite of this I know God is working and to know this I go back to Jesus’ words in this 
gospel. 

 

My sheep listen to my voice. I know them and they follow me.  

Think about what it is like to know a voice. Think about your mother’s voice or your 
child’s voice or a friend’s voice.  One that you know so well that when you hear it, you 
know exactly who it is. Think about how you know Jesus’ voice calling to you.  

                                                        
1 https://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/2201-tell-us-plainly 



Now think about a voice that you will follow when you hear it.   

Ok Ok – you may not always want to follow your mother’s voice or a friend’s voice.  You 
may not even want to follow Jesus’ voice, but think about the pull and power that Jesus’ 
voice has with you.  Think about how Jesus’ voice guides you. 

And now think about the eternal life Jesus promises and no one will snatch us from his 
hands.  How precious and wonderful is that gift we get in our Good Shepherd!  Hold on 
to that. Maybe take some time today or this week to ponder and meditate on what Jesus 
tells us – the knowing of his voice, how we know to follow, the promise of eternal life 
and that we are held so safely in his hands. 

As we discussed this gospel at our weekday communion service last week, one person 
told the following story which to me was an example of how Jesus cares for us even in 
the midst of pain.  

Joe Biden’s wife, Jill, was on The View talking about the loss of her son and sharing 
how her much her faith was shaken when her son died.  Her husband was able to hold 
on to his faith, but she couldn’t. She hadn’t even been able to pray, but then she had an 
experience in South Carolina at a black church.  She said that at her church every sits 
quietly. But at this church everyone was singing and there was joy. The woman next to 
her put her hand on her hand and said I want to be your prayer partner.  Jill Biden 
thought - prayer partner? What’s a prayer partner? She thought it was so kind and then 
she thought that maybe God was saying to her, “So hey Jill it has been 4 years. Come 
back. come back.” Jill Biden describes this as a powerful moment in her life.   

When I heard this story, I saw the Good Shepherd showing up next to Jill Biden using 
that woman to make his presence felt. To me this is an example of how our Good 
Shepherd cares for us, how he calls to us and holds us in his grasp so that no one can 
snatch away. Jesus is intervening but perhaps in not the way we would expect.   

It may not always be plain to us how God is working. What I know is that Jesus is our 
Good Shepherd.  We know his voice and he knows us.  He promises us eternal life and 
holds us in his hands so that no one can take us away. He never leaves us.  We must 
pay attention to how our Good Shepherd is showing up.  We will always have questions.  
We will get frustrated, but trust that God is there. We are loved beyond belief and held 
in Jesus hands. In the midst of all your questions, look for our Good Shepherd and see 
how he is working.  


