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When I was in seventh grade, I remember one of my friends struggling in class with mathematics.  
She never understood what was happening.  Always, after the lesson of the day was taught, she put 
up her hand and said I don’t understand. Other kids started to make fun of her calling her 
‘Grandstand.’ I admired her persistence every day to be brave enough to say she didn’t understand 
and ask for an explanation yet again. This was in the Caribbean around 1980 so there was no special 
help. Eventually my friend’s parents put her in boarding school in another island.  

 

As I admired my friend for being persistent in saying she didn’t understand, I admire the disciple 
Thomas to say he did not believe.  The other disciples tell him about their encounter with the risen 
Christ – that he appeared among them and showed them his hands and his side, that Jesus breathed 
on them and said "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 
These are Thomas’ fellow disciples who he has spent three years with as they travelled with Jesus 
and yet he just cannot believe them. He declares that he will not believe unless he sees the marks on 
Jesus’ hands and places his hands in Jesus’ side.  

The really amazing gift was that the other disciples allowed Thomas to have his doubts because a 
week later even after his declaration of disbelief, Thomas is still with them. He is not ridiculed or found 
himself wanting to leave as happened with my friend.  

Thomas has been called doubting Thomas.  He has been seen as weak.  I love what the following 
commentator1 says, “But weakness is not what I see in Thomas.  I see a man who yearned for a 
living encounter with Jesus. A man who wouldn’t settle for someone else’s experience of resurrection, 
but stuck around in the hope of having his own. A man who dared to confess uncertainty in the midst 
of those who were certain.” 

 

Kellsie will be baptized this morning and Thomas’ bravery is what I hope for her and all our children 
when it comes to their faith.  I want them to voice their struggles and ask their questions. I want them 
to be surrounded by a community that supports them in their questions. This is what we pray for in 
the prayer that comes after a baptism.  We pray that they will have “an inquiring and discerning heart, 
the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in 
all your works.” 
 
An inquiring and discerning heart is what led Thomas to declare what he needed. Thomas had the 
courage to persevere.  He loved Jesus and he too wanted the gift of joy in the risen Jesus that the 
other disciples have been given.  And he got it.  Jesus came again among the disciples and gave him 
everything Thomas needed.  
 
I want to raise up all the Thomas’ among us.  I want to raise up our young people to ask the questions 
that are in their hearts. I want them to have communities that will welcome their questions, work to 
answer them and support them no matter what. I hope we all want this because if our young ones - 
Kellsie and all those who are baptized here at St. Peter’s are going to figure out how to have faith in 
this day and age, they will have many questions.  They will need a safe place, a community and a 
place where they can ask those many questions because we live in a secular world where for many 
                                                        
1 Debie Thomas, https://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/2179-this-is-my-body 



having a religious life is not important.  There will be many other options that will take them away from 
a life of knowing and following Jesus.   
 
Those first disciples lived in a world where very few believed that Jesus was the Messiah.  Few 
believed that he had been raised from the dead. And yet, because of the testimony of disciples like 
Thomas, the story got out -  the story that Jesus had come into the world to let us know that God 
loves us, that God’s knows our deepest pain and that God sent his Son to die and be raised for us to 
know that there is nothing – nothing that can separate us from the presence and love of God.   
 
So we must tell the compelling story that Christ invites us into in his resurrection.  It is a story that 
teaches us “that life is complicated, that easy answers rarely satisfy, and that even the best 
“happily ever after” endings exact a price. It is a story we can fall in love with and a story that will 
hold us. It is a story that demands questions. It is a story that demands love – love that cleanses, 
blesses, challenges, and fortifies us- an eternal love, the love of the broken, resurrected Christ. 
And that is a love worth living and dying for.”2 
 
Today Kellsie’s parents and godparents will make promises to teach her about the love of Jesus 
Christ. We too make that same promise and in doing so we become that community where Kellsie 
can explore her questions, have her doubts and grow in her faith.  Let us be to Kellsie and all 
those who come to us what the disciples were to Thomas – a community where questions can be 
asked and  one can learn and experience the love of God in Jesus Christ.  
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