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A couple weeks ago I was meeting with the new Rabbi at Beth Mordecai, Sara Metz. 
We have become good friends and she told me of an experience she had with her five 
year old son.  They were in AC Moore and he saw some holiday craft kits – foam pieces 
which you can glue together to make a small decorative picture for only 99 cents each. 
He wanted some and she said - Ok pick some out, but don’t choose anything to do with 
Christmas.  He did pretty well in making selections.  There were many winter themed 
kits like penguins and snowmen to choose from, but he also came back with a kit 
depicting the baby Jesus in a manger with Joseph and Mary.  He said – this definitely 
has nothing to do with Christmas.  His mother’s response – This has everything to do 
with Christmas. 
 
Both she and I got the irony that for her son who gets his knowledge of Christmas from 
our culture around him since they are Jews, did not associate a representation of the 
most essential part of Christmas with Christmas. He figured out that he should avoid the 
Christmas trees and Santa Claus, but the kit which depicted the heart of our Christmas 
celebration didn’t look like what he associated with Christmas. It says a lot about how 
Christmas is observed these days. 
 
Well as I say often - It is what it is. This is how the world we live in celebrates 
Christmas. We can’t do much about that.  And fussing about it doesn’t help. However, I 
wonder how many of us who want to focus on Jesus Christ are getting distracted with all 
the things that come with the way our culture celebrates Christmas.  How are all these 
beautiful lights, amazing decorations, and generous gift giving to friends and family 
hiding the heart of what Christmas is about – our celebration of the birth of the Savior of 
the world? I was intrigued by one writer who offered a different perspective.  He writes 
about how he loves getting swept up every year in the spirit of Christmas,   
“Ever since I was a kid I have loved the Christmas carols, the gift giving, and of course, 
the food. But I think what gives me the most joy about Christmas is the anticipation. I 
love the experience of opening gifts with the people I love on Christmas morning. I love 
the intimacy of sitting in pajamas, drinking coffee and watching the joy on the faces of 
the people that I've given gifts. And I like getting the gifts too! It's a magical few hours 
that doesn't end when all the gifts are given. That's when we get to play with them.” 

He then writes “What I now realize is that beneath the anticipation is hope. The physical 
trappings of Christmas are a sign of the hope. I have hope that Jesus' story is real. All of 
it is real, from the crèche to the cross, and from the tomb to the upper room. It's not just 
some lovely myth. 2017 years ago, God came into the world in the form of a helpless 
baby. God is with us still through Jesus. With all the bad news in the world I need 
reminding that God came into the world to save us from our brokenness. Christmas 
renews my hope that God truly is with us amidst the insanity and injustice.”1 

																																																								
1	From Seasonal reflections on discipleship from the Rev. Sam Owen.	

	



That’s it!  Christmas is about the craft kit the rabbi’s son chose -  a baby born in difficult 
and scary circumstances.  It is about an angel appearing to a teenaged girl, who is 
betrothed but not yet married, who said yes to being the mother of the savior of the 
world. It is about a harrowing journey on a donkey and finding no room at the inn.  It is 
about giving birth in a makeshift place, and the most surprising visitors showing up from 
the lowliest of the lowest – the shepherds - and the wise magi who had come so far to 
see the Savior of the world.  

 
This is the story of Christmas – that hope shows up even in the worst of times.  All the 
trapping of Christmas –  the beautiful lights, the family gatherings, the children’s 
excitement can help us anticipate that hope.  We can let all those things remind us to 
look for where the hope of Jesus Christ is being born right here and right now.  
 
I took a moment to think about where I have seen the hope of Christ in this world 
recently.   I saw it when our volunteers gathered together all the gifts for the Angel Tree 
for the children of the families who use our Food Pantry.  There were so many gifts and 
it was quite something to walk through a room filled with so many brightly wrapped gifts. 
The generosity of people was clearly abundant and I had hope that there are people 
who have who care very much about people who have little.  
 
I saw hope as our community especially in the past year where we have walked with a 
few parishioners who were seriously ill.  It wasn’t just the clergy visiting them.  There 
were many others stopping by just to spend time or bringing gifts of food.  There were 
many prayers and much presence for those who were sick. Despite people’s busy 
schedules, time was made and in that I saw hope that we still care for one another 
especially in the worst of times.  
 
Saturday before last, when our pantry delivery included way too much produced to be 
distributed, two individuals showed up and helped haul away some of the sweet 
potatoes, collards, beets and cabbages so that this bounty could be shared in other 
parts of Perth Amboy and Woodbridge.  The man from Trinity Woodbridge had to make 
two trips filling his 4-door sedan to the brim.  It was quite a sight to behold with every 
square inch filled with potatoes, cabbages and collard greens, and I saw so much hope 
in his determination to get this food out to those who needed.  
 
Don’t let news on TV fool you. Hope abounds in this world and our celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ helps us to anticipate that hope in this world.  2017 years ago, 
hope was born in this work in circumstances that does not look like Christmas today as 
the Rabbi’s son discovered.  And that baby is still the hope of the world. As you go 
home this Christmas morning, look for the hope that Jesus brings in all those places 
that may at first not look like they are bearing hope. Remember that whether your 
Christmas is filled with large family gatherings or a small simple affair, that Christ makes 
hope possible.  Look for that hope. Anticipate that hope.  Hold on to the hope. Christ is 
showing up in this very messy, broken, but also wonderfully hopeful world.   
	


