
Happy Christmas Eve Eve everyone!  
 
Yes, Christmas is fast approaching with the Advent season ending tomorrow. I don’t know about 
you, but this whole Advent season, I have been engaging with the spirit of the holiday in a way 
that I have not engaged in the past. I am donating to causes I believe in, eagerly getting 
involved with Secret Santa swaps, and most excitedly for me, I have taken many opportunities 
to enrich myself spiritually. This includes Advent reflections, several lessons and carols 
services, and two ecumenical Thanksgiving services. Now of course, I recognize that part of this 
is that I’m in the discernment process and am connected with people all throughout the diocese. 
However, I also have the incredibly wise and talented rector I have had the joy of serving under 
for the past year to thank, as she is constantly inspiring me to engage in my spiritual life in new 
and fulfilling ways. For her, I am eternally grateful...and not just because within the next month 
she has to complete an assessment for the diocese of how well I’ve been doing here.  
 
For me, personally, this reinvigorated passion for the spirit of the season also comes from an 
advertising campaign I’ve seen this year. There’s a new set of commercials for the 2018 holiday 
season from the internet retailer Amazon. If you haven't seen them, the commercials entail a 
number of Amazon delivery boxes, with the famous arrowed smile under their name, singing 
“can you feel it, can you feel it, can you feel it” as they are delivered to people all over the world; 
their presence (no pun intended) bringing joy to their recipients. My brother and I had never 
heard this song before, and assumed it was probably a royalty-free song Amazon created to 
make cheaper commercials. Lo and behold, I double-checked online and found out, no, it’s 
actually a 1980 song from the Jacksons. It’s a surprisingly poignant song for the holiday season. 
It speaks of people coming together and loving one another “wholeheartedly”, ending the 
divisiveness that keeps us separated, and putting an end to hatred between people once and 
for all. Between its message, the upbeat 70s/80s tempo, and the way the chorus of “can you 
feel it” builds, you can’t help but get excited. With today's readings, the line in the song that 
really spoke to me was “But the stars do shine/In promising salvation, is near this time” 
 
And today, on the 4th Sunday of Advent, the song identifies exactly where we are. Christmas is 
fast approaching for us, and as such, the birth of Christ is fast approaching as well. The 
anticipation of his coming puts an energy of something big being about to happen, and it’s 
palpable. The lesson from the Book of Micah foretells of a ruler of Israel that is to come from the 
town of Bethlehem. He is believed to stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, he will 
be great to the ends of the earth, and he shall be one of peace. The letter to the Hebrews 
reminds of what Jesus promised to come here to do. Jesus is going to come and abolish the old 
ways of sacrifices and all types of offerings to the Lord, so that he can do God’s will of 
sacrificing himself to sanctify humankind once and for all. Finally in Luke, Mary goes to 
Elizabeth after being told by the angel Gabriel that she is to bear the Son of God. Mary’s 
greeting to Elizabeth fills her with the Holy Spirit and causes John in her womb to leap with joy.  
 
So I ask you: Can *you* feel it? The buildup surrounding Jesus’ coming is so energizing. This 
person has been foretold of through the ages. Our messiah, as foretold in the Old Testament, is 
coming down among us and Micah tells us he’s to be a god of peace, who will feed his flock, 



and bring security to his people. Micah feels it! Mary’s been told she’s the woman who’s been 
chosen to carry and bring this person into the world. Mary feels it! Her mere greeting causes 
Elizabeth to be filled with the same spirit and causes John the Baptist to stir. Now, Elizabeth 
feels it, too! 
 
I’m sure I don’t have to tell you the Christmas season is not easy. Many don’t look forward to the 
celebrations that lie before them, and even those who do, cringe at the work and stress that 
leads up to preparing for them. I hope at this point, your worries for the actual holiday of 
Christmas are mostly over. You hopefully have gotten most of your gifts together, you likely 
have all of the things you need in order to make your Christmas dinner, and hopefully, you’re 
just putting the finishing touches on what’s left. If you haven’t already gotten the chance in this 
Advent season to feel the energy and enthusiasm surrounding the coming of Jesus, take some 
time and let yourself get wrapped up in the excitement. Because as we know at this point, Jesus 
is going to bring with him a mission of loving one another... of ending hate... of ending the 
separations that divide us… As the Jacksons remind us in their song, “the stars do 
shine...promising salvation, is near this time”. Can you feel it?! 
 
Amen 


