
In the name of the Father and Son and Holy spirit 

Welcome to this First Sunday of Advent.  

So, some may ask, What is Advent? 

 “Advent is the season of the year that specifically 
proclaims the comings (First and Last not necessarily in 
that order) of the LORD JESUS Christ—whose birth we 
will prepare to celebrate once again, who comes 
continually through the Word and the Holy Spirit, and 
whose Second Coming we await in full glory and honor!” 

Over the next few Sundays we’ll be reading passages that 
will help us enjoy this time of year, grow deeper spiritually 
and assist us in celebrating both Jesus' birth and His 
Second Coming. 

This morning’s Gospel takes us into a time which took 
place around 30 to 35 years after Jesus' death and 
resurrection, which puts us around the year 60 to 65 AD.  

At that time; 

-many were sharing the message of Jesus. 

-The Apostle Paul was sent to Rome to await his trial with 
the real possibility that he would be executed, because of 
his faith of proclaiming Jesus as Messiah and LORD. 

-The Church of Jesus Christ was growing everywhere both 
in the Jewish world and specifically in the Gentile world. 

Luke's passage contains a prophesy that came from the 
mouth of Jesus to his disciples and the people of Israel. A 
prophesy that looked like it would be fulfilled in their 



lifetime. Luke was very concerned that Jesus' words be 
heard and heeded by everyone. 

All around there were signs that Jesus' words of warning 
were coming to pass. He had foretold that if Jerusalem 
and God's People did not repent, accept His invitation to 
be rescued and redeemed that a day of destruction would 
come.  

Now at the time, Israel and the Roman Empire were in a 
great state of uncertainty and anxiety. Over a span of the 
past 30 years one leader after another had taken the 
throne, with each one pulling the People of Israel and the 
Roman Empire into different directions. For a brief period 
of time it looked like peace and prosperity was on the 
horizon. However, after a few years’ time that horizon had 
been filling with clouds of war. It seemed that God's 
People and Rome would soon be at war with one another. 

It is in the mix of all this mess that Luke shares this 
passage.  

He wants the Jews to understand that what Jesus 
prophesied some 30 years before, was right around the 
corner. If People did not heed to the salvation message of 
God, then they would end up losing their Temple, their 
nation and perhaps their very existence (Which is exactly 
what happened around 70 AD). 

Luke was telling God’s people to hang on, because not 
only did it look like the land of Israel was in for a rumble 
but that the whole Empire would soon be quaking and 



quivering. If things did not change, everything and 
everyone all over the world would be in mortal danger. 

But in the midst of all of this, Luke shares this amazing 
message of hope. Luke is a believer, and he knows that 
the LORD GOD always has a message of hope.  

Now looking around the world today, you have to admit 
the world looks a lot like that of First Century Christianity. 
Our nation and our world are in a time of uncertainty and 
unrest. From all perspectives there’s the feeling that 
something disastrous is looming around the corner for us 
as well. 

Today we have a host of world leaders who seem to love 
to do nothing more than create one global crisis after 
another. There looms the possibility that on any given day, 
any of these world leaders may hint of starting some kind 
of economic, social or military conflict that’ll send shock 
waves all over the world. 

We also have Fake News coming from all kinds of media 
sources, not just from the United States but from all over 
the globe. Everywhere there seems to be some kind of 
conspiracy theory trolling around creating unrest, providing 
us with a 24/7 steady stream of anxiety, worry and hatred 
that fills the air waves and the media sites. 

It also seems to me, that the world doesn’t understand or 
doesn’t even like the Church, never mind rely on it. If you 
talk to the average Western World person on the street, 
many believe that the church is out of style. Christianity is 
outdated. It’s boring and irrelevant. After all, who needs 



Christianity and grace when we have Facebook, twitter 
and all sorts of social media. 

Many in the world believe that what we need, is more 
partys, more sports and entertainment and anything that 
makes us look away from God. Anything else that takes 
away our pain, fears and boredom. What the world would 
like is a revolution that brings more money and worldly 
pleasure to our lives. 

People ask, if Jesus and Christianity were so special, why 
are there so many problems in so many churches and 
denominations?  

Hasn't Christianity had over 2,000 years to solve the 
world's problems?  

If Christianity has all the answers, why is no one listening 
anymore? 

So, as Christians, what are we to do today? 

What message do we have for our world,  

for our communities,  

for our families and for ourselves? 

How do we have hope and how can we share the 
message of Hope? 

Well, Luke tells us that we are to do the same things that 
Jesus wanted his followers to do when He walked the 
earth. He wants us to do the same thing that His Holy 
Spirit told Luke to write in this passage. 



Jesus wants us to take a STAND 

He doesn't want us to: 

Sit Down 

Or Run Away 

Or Hide 

Or Compromise 

Or even to be Quiet 

He wants us to STAND - 

As Christians He wants us to be filled with the Spirit, 
TRUSTING AND NOT TO BE DEFEATED DISCIPLES 

Jesus wants us to Stand Up and Be His Spirit-filled 
Witnesses 

Have you ever taken a moment to think about where the 
World be without the Church of Jesus Christ? 

-Although the Church isn’t perfect, and we well know, it 
does have problems, but the church is still leading the way 
against slavery, human trafficking and all sorts of other 
social injustices all over the world. 

-The Church has and is leading the way for people to 
receive needed medical care all over the world. 

-The Church has and is leading the way for people to 
receive essential care during national and global disasters. 

If it wasn’t for the Church of Jesus Christ, mankind would 
have destroyed itself multiple times over in the past 2,018 



years. The Church may not be perfect, but the Holy Spirit 
has led and guided the Church to save the world time and 
time again. And today is definitely not the time for us to 
shrink away – today is a time when we must stand up and 
trust God and be positive witnesses. 

If ever the world needed to hear the message of Jesus - 
the message of Hope, it’s today. If ever the world needed 
to see our Light and taste the Salt of the Holy Spirit, it is 
today. 

We must not be caught in these last days unprepared for 
the Great Awakening and Revival. Even as the Bible tells 
us that perilous times are coming, it also tells us of a great 
awakening on the horizon. 

Today, we need to take a stand, proclaim and be 
witnesses the love and forgiveness of Jesus, that He is the 
Way the Truth and the Life. 

We are called to share the message of Jesus Christ with 
everyone. We believe that He is coming again and we 
must do our best to help everyone be ready for His 
Second Coming. 

We the Church are a people WHO STAND FOR JESUS! 

we are a people who Raise Our Heads  

We who are in Christ, are to have our heads looking up. 
The Apostle Paul understood this as he wrote to the 
Colossians - 

"So, if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things 
which are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 



of God. Set your mind on things that are above, not on 
things of that are on earth, for you have died and your life 
is hidden with Christ in God." 

We must be filled with the Holy Spirit. This is the same 
Holy Spirit that helped the Father and the Son make all of 
creation - every star, every comet, every planet and 
everything that exists. This is the same Holy Spirit that 
leads, guides, pours out blessings and makes living this 
holy life enjoyable and exciting. This is the same Holy 
Spirit that fell on the disciples in the Upper Room filling 
them with Holy Fire. 

This is the same Holy Spirit that if we read our Bibles and 
read Christian History, we see that empowered people to 
live above the pains and the sufferings of the world. This is 
the same Holy Spirit that teaches us that a Christian is a 
New Person, who thinks differently, who lives differently 
and who acts differently. 

That’s why we are to look up to His glory and not down 
toward sin. We are not to look down toward what Jesus 
referred to as dissipation and drunkenness of the age. 

In other words, don’t get caught up in Santa clause, the 
reindeer or excessive gifts. Don't get caught up in all the 
commercialism of this age. Don't get caught up in all the 
crazy worldly stuff that goes on during this time of the 
year. 

Instead, keep your head lifted high. keep your mind on 
what is most important. This is the Season of Advent - this 
is the time when we once again focus on the reality that 



Jesus came into our world. Think about that for a moment. 
Jesus Christ - the Son of God came into the world. He left 
His Home in Heaven and Came to walk among Us. 

brothers and sisters, we do not know the day nor the hour 
and that is why we need to be ready for Jesus' Second 
Coming.  

stand knowing Jesus as Our Savior and LORD.  

stand and be a light for everyone to see - a light that 
comes from the love of God shining in and through you. be 
the salt that people will hunger for, who seek after God's 
holiness and righteousness. 

LET US LIFT UP OUR HEADS 

Amen 


