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Who are you?  What else can you tell me about you? (ask these questions of a few 
members of the congregation and hear their answers)  
 
And, now we all know a bit more about whom Maria is and whom Jane is and whom 
Addison are. 
 
It is a question we don’t often ask someone when we meet them.  To come up to 
someone and say, “Who are you?” is kind of rude and yet when you meet a new person 
it is the question you want answered.  And instead of saying - Who are you?  We ask all 
kind of other questions - What do you do?  Who is your family?  Do you have any 
hobbies? – so we can know who another person is. 
 
Last week we heard about John the Baptist out in the wilderness where people from the 
cities were flocking to him.  Today we hear about him again and this time priest and 
Levites have come to find out who this guy is. Maybe it wasn’t rude at the time, but they 
start out with, “Who are you?” John says, “I am not the Messiah.”  They are not satisfied 
they keep asking, “What then? Are you Elijah?”  John says, “I am not.” 
 
“The prophet?”  “No.” 
 
And they come back to who are you? What do you say about yourself? 
And John finally answers, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord”. 
 
I don’t think the priests and the Levites understand what to do with that answer, 
because they return to John’s answers about not being the Messiah, or Elijah or the 
prophet.  Well why are you baptizing if you are none of those?  John says that he 
baptizes with water and that there is one coming greater than he – one they do not 
know and the thong of whose sandal he is not worthy to untie. 
 
John is pointing the way to Jesus.  As it said in the beginning of the Gospel, John was 
sent to witness to the light.  He is not the light, but he testified to the light. This is whom 
John is and you know what, this is who we are as well, because we are all here 
preparing for Jesus, pointing to Jesus, witnessing to the light that will be born once 
again in the world.  This is who we are as well.  I want you to hear that.  We are also the 
voice of the one crying out in the wilderness. And this work is so important because we 
live in a wilderness where hope is scarce and there are many dark places longing for 
the light of Jesus Christ.  
 
How do I know this is who you are?  That you are one of the witnesses to the light? I 
know that because you are here.  You are here this morning in this church because 



Jesus is part of your life in some way and you take that out wherever you go in your 
words and your actions. 
How does it feel when I tell you that you also are a witness to the light?  That you are 
also the voice crying out in the wilderness?  That you are part of helping others to make 
straight the way of the Lord? (wait for responses) 
 
If you said – well that’s not me. I don’t know what I would cry out. I’m not a witness.  I’m 
not faithful enough or strong enough. I say stop right there. Because when you say 
those things, guess whose voice that is?  It is not your voice and it is not God.  That 
voice is Satan or the enemy or whatever it is that distracts us from God. This is the 
voice stops us from speaking in or acting out of the love we know Jesus has for us. 
 
When you hear that voice in your head, I want you to tell it to stop.  Tell it to get behind 
you or go away.  This world is a wilderness and all of our voices are needed to proclaim 
that there is a light coming into his world, that there is hope and that there is love.  We 
all can proclaim that light no matter where we are coming from.  
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe.  There was also a people who called 
themselves the Episcopal community of St. Peter’s Church in Perth Amboy NJ.  They 
too were sent by God and they too came to witness to the light so that through their 
words and their actions, others would know of the hope brought by Jesus the light of the 
world. People of St. Peters, you are sent out by God. Find a way to let people know 
something about Jesus the light of the world.  


