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“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”  These are the words 
that John greets the crowds stream into the desert according to the gospel of Luke.  Why?  Why 
are they willing — no, eager — to hear his fire-and-brimstone preaching?  What attracts them?” 
I have been wondering at this greeting that John gives the people and yet the people don’t 
leave. Wouldn’t you leave if those were the words you were greeted with?  
 
John goes on – Bear fruit. Don’t rely on Abraham being your ancestor.  The tree that does not 
bear good fruit will be cut down. The people still don’t leave and instead they ask – What they 
should do? And John doesn’t say what you might expect from a radical preacher out in the 
desert.  He doesn’t say come join me.  Take up a life in the desert to pray.  Instead, John tells 
them to go home. Go home. GO home, and live with integrity.  I love that John gives details 
when the people ask what they are to do. If you have two coats, give one away to one in need.  
If you have extra food, share it. To the tax collectors – don’t collect more than what you are 
supposed to.  To the soldiers, don’t extort money and be satisfied with what you make.  
 
Debie Thomas gives the following interpretation of what John says,  
“Go home to your families, your neighbors, your vocations, your colleagues.  Stop fleeing.  Stop 
insisting that God is far away from the nitty-gritty dailyness of your particular life.  Instead of 
waiting for a holy someday that will never come, inhabit the stuff of your life as deeply and as 
generously as you can right now.  Share now.  Be merciful now.  Do justice now.  Inhabit your 
life, no matter how plain, how obscure, how unglamorous, how routine.  Why?  Because the 
holy ground that matters most is the ground beneath your feet.”1 
 
Ahhh – no quick fix from John. No escape to the desert or an island. No retreat day and no time 
out. Nothing is wrong with those ways of taking time away and at times they are very necessary, 
but going home and living your life with as much integrity as you can, is what God calls us to.  
Inhabit your life.  Discover the holy in your life – your every day.  
 
How does that make you feel? Being told to go home? To live with integrity in everything we do 
especially in the nitty gritty dailyness of our lives. To not have a quick fix? To be told to return to 
our ordinary lives and do God’s work wherever we are. (Wait for answers) How does that make 
you feel? What do you think John would tell you to do as he told the tax collectors and the 
soldiers? 
 
One of my fellow classmates in seminary sent a sermon which I read this morning which 
included an amazing story. She spoke about being on study leave in England and working with 
the passage we heard today from Philippians which includes the following words, “Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone.”  She took this phrase to live into all that she did on her time 
of leave and her daughter even commented on how she was making gentleness present on a 
taxi ride. However, she returned home and soon forgot about this practice. In her weekly 
meeting with her sermon study group, she was reminded of these words. But this week she had 
a challenge.  She was waiting for a delivery of a new refrigerator as her old one had broken 
down.  She got a call saying that they were on their way to her house for delivery.  She had no 
idea delivery was happening that day.  She had to leave work behind and delay an important 
pastoral call.  My friend was mad and so she headed home hot under the collar.  
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She said, “Trust me it is even easier for clergy to get hot under the collar because we wear a big 
collar!”  And in the midst of her irritation came the phrase she had so recently lived by, “Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone.”   
 
She arrived home as the truck was backing into her drive.  As she approached, there was a 
heavily tattooed man opening the back of the truck.  He looked down and moved to the side of 
the truck calling for the other guy in a low voice.  The other man was clearly the personable one 
and very apologetic that no one had called her.  As they went about the process of removing the 
broken fridge and moving in the new one, she found herself standing waiting with the quiet man.  
And there it was, “Let your gentleness be known to everyone.”  Him.  Of course.  And so she 
started with a simple question and by the end he was looking me in the eye, and we were 
talking.  God stood in the midst of them right there in her kitchen, just like John the Baptist said 
would happen.2 
 
This is what the people were being called to in John’s baptism and in his preaching – to bring 
the kingdom in the midst of our daily lives. This is what we are being called to in our baptism. 
We do this work where ever we are: - at home, at school, at home, as we volunteer – in all that 
we do in our daily lives.  
 
And while you may have not gone out into the desert, you have gotten up this Sunday morning 
and come here at 8 am in the morning when I am sure there is much else you can be doing. 
You like the people who came out to hear John’s message are searching – hoping for the good 
word. 
 
So hear John’s call to us. Ask yourselves how you can embrace this work of bringing God into 
every aspect of our daily mundane lives. We have shared some examples. Remember that it is 
our daily actions that makes God’s kingdom come into this world and help create the kingdom 
that is here and that is coming. Trust in this work.  Go home people of God and get about the 
work God calls us to.  
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