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The Transfiguration of Jesus is a revelation to Peter, James and John as 

well as a demonstration of His love and His grace for them at that time, and 

for us today attained thru the scriptures. Certainly we can be overwhelmed 

just by the thought of seeing Jesus in all His Glory, I know I am.  But 

throughout every part of the bible the revelation of God confirms to us that 

Jesus is our Lord, that our faith is not in vain, that we need not live in fear, 

but that we should live by faith in Him. And a revelation of this kind provides 

us with God’s hope of the glory that lies ahead of us, no matter what we 

have to endure here on earth. Only in Christ is there any hope of life 

beyond the grave and passing to glory, knowing that by His love we are 

also transfigured or transformed by faith in doing his will. 

The transfiguration itself instructs us to the true nature of Jesus. It gives us 

a quick view of what is yet to be, not only of His appearance in heaven, but 

our glorification in His kingdom as well. That’s why St. Paul instructs us in 

Romans, that to be transformed is of great importance: and we are to begin 

the changes now in our spiritual life, and God will complete it in our actual 

transformation to glory.  In today’s gospel we get an insight of how different 

Peter’s interpretation of this holy moment is, to what Gods’ Holy plan is.    

Peter said to Jesus; “it is good for us to be here; let us make three 

dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”   

Peter saw Jesus in His glory speaking with Moses and Elijah transfigured, 

and saw that it was good and he wanted to stay in that moment, he was 

witnessing this magnificent event and probably thought to himself, that’s it, 

it doesn’t get better than this.  This for him must have been the climax of 

why he was following the messiah, and felt ‘I’ve seen the Lord in His Glory, 

we have to commemorate this holy event on this holy mountain’.  Then the 

cloud came over them, and God affirmed that Jesus is the way, and is who 
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we must listen to.  But God’s magnificence does not stop there at that 

moment, there is still much work to be done. Being with Jesus in His glory, 

is the prize, but it is not yet the time.  Peter must continue to work, as we 

today must continue to work, and be faithful witnesses in the hope that God 

our redeemer and savior will fulfill His promise to us. 

Now, every Sunday, we come to church to worship together, we listen to 

the pastor’s inspiring sermon, and we lift our voices in divine song to the 

heavens, all in a moment of glorification and feeling that feeling of joyous 

ecstasy, filled with the Spirit.  Should we keep this moment to ourselves?  

When we come together in this building, is it only for this moment that we 

are filled in the Spirit or do we carry this faith out into the world with us?   I 

can’t help but think, of the impression and impact that Peter must of felt on 

that mountain, witnessing the kingdom that God prepares for us and then 

coming to the realization that the work is not done.   

In this life, we know very well that in the workings of our society, today for 

many, if we don’t work to receive a formal education resulting in some type 

of degree or certification we face economical differences. When we reach 

that goal and obtain that piece of paper, does it all stop there?  If you’re old 

as I am, you know very well that when you specialize in any field, it 

inevitably continues to evolve and change with the passing of time.  New 

technologies, new laws, different worldly circumstances are factors that 

predictably affect our jobs and livelihood.  One must stay current to be 

proficient. My father used to tell me, “We continue to learn throughout our 

lives up till the day we die”.   So, we keep working to stay current and 

valuable in our society and why not marketable too.  It doesn’t matter if 

you’re just starting out, or in the prime of your work life, or if you’ve 

contributed to this society and are close to retirement, or if you are already 
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retired.  How does this relate to today’s Gospel?  It relates, in that our 

relationship with God is something that needs to be supported by faith, by 

prayer, by hope, by fellowship and glorification, by work.  Working toward 

building and strengthening our connection with God. If we do not live the 

life that is presented to us thru the example and teachings of Jesus, we 

become more accepting of worldly understandings, we are more 

susceptible to straying away from God. We must work at it. 

If I may, I would like to share a short testimony of my transitory walk in my 

deaconate training?  I feel in my heart and in my soul, that I must follow 

Gods call.  It is for me, something greater than myself.  Not only is it a 

feeling, but a need.  In my edification of doing God’s will, I make mistakes, 

and with the grace of God, I learn from them.  I rely on the help of those in 

church as well as the help from those outside of the church in order for my 

transformation into becoming the deacon and the person that God has 

willed me to be. The point is; that the work is not done.  We need to work 

together, to edify each other in the Lord.  I also believe that I am not alone 

in these feelings needing to follow the Lord, that everyone at some level 

has these same needs, if not churches around the would be empty. This 

Gift of faith and hope in our loving God is something to be shared.   

I know that all around us, in our lives, throughout our environment, that we 

as carnal beings are tempted to do the opposite of God’s will.  In order to 

follow God, the choices can sometimes go against our own judgment and 

can seem overwhelmingly hard.  But, with faith in the love of our Savior, we 

can do it. The transfigured Christ is revealed in his glory and ever present. 

He is great and awesome, He is the Holy one.  Almighty king, lover of 

justice.  It is truly right to proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God.  Just 

as those who called upon the Lord in the past and he answered them, He 
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will also answer you and me.  It may not be in an audible voice, but 

certainly in the actions and encounters of our everyday lives.  My brothers 

and sisters, the work is not done, we cannot stop working in proclaiming 

our faith and hope of what is to come.  Let us take the good news into 

world.  Let us be transfigured by our faith and God’s love for us. 

May the grace and wisdom of God, be with us in our walk through this 

world, to help others and each other in the preparation for His glorious 

kingdom. 

Amen. 


